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THE PREFACE 


S>B4£25 HE Rule or forme | 
SU WZ of life which the 
@ Religions woemen. 
Tn of the orderof S. 
| Clare promiſe and profefſe 
'to obſerne, is that, which: 
Blefled S. Francis at the car- 
neſt intreatie , and requelk. 
of S, Clare and her compa-' 
mons, did write and deliver- 

vato them, about the yeare - 
of "our Lord 1224. and the 
12. afterher connerfion vato 
God ; which ſhe. at Afifi- 
Az un 


EI 


& > The Preface. 
um, With ſome other few 
2 II did carefully ob- 
ſerue for about 30. yeares, al- 


though it was not as yet con-' 


firmed by Bull, vntil the yeare 
of our Lord 1253. the 11. of 
Pope Jnnocent the forth, and 
the laſt of her life. Sheat leaſt, 
had-that-comfort, ſome few 
days before her departure, to 
ſee that Rule confirmed by 
Ball, whych her ſelf for diners 


yeares, bad freely and pioully 
_ obſerved; which her ſaccel: 
ſours in their ſacred Profeſlis, 
now promiſe by Vow to keep 
_ and follow, = which theſe- 


raphical Father S.Francis, had 
vath much prayer and many 
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teares framed and written... 
The occafion, or reaſon of 


her demanding, or his writing 


of this Rule, is mentioned 


'the R: F: Lucas Wadding , 
in the 1. 'Fome of his Annals 
onthe yeare of our Lord 12.24 - 
and 9. of Honorius the Third. 


»» S, Clare denout diſciple 


' zand true follower of the ſera- 
33 phucal Tpirit' of foe-great A 
 »» Maſter,difdayning all things ! 
,» Of this world, and emulating 


»» {nch, as were more eminent; 
;> haning vnderſtood iu the 
; yeare of our Lord 1223. and 


.,z the 8.of Honorius the third, 


,, that that hard Rule of the 


,» Friar-Minors was giuen,and 


A3 by 


* TOOTH. at ds dat ad vr 
- . 
"— 


© Ne; after 


6 | The Prefage. | | | 
»» by him confirmed ; ſhe ,the |} « 
2, yeare following , with her 
- » Companions of Aſſifium:, | 
»» made carneſt ſuit to S.Fran- | 
-3» CiS., thathewould pleaſe to | 

gue inwriting yntoher alſo, | 
-2 and her ſiſters of S.Damian, 


ſome Rule,or forme of life , 
> belids what he had before 


3» delinered vato- them, by 


word of mouth, Con forma. 
»z ble vnto that, which was £0- 


> firmed to the Friar-Minors 


the yeare before , wherby 


- ,, { after the death of foe great 

+2 Maſter } as wel they, as 

2, thoſe, who were to ſicceed_ 

nt on be gouerned. 
e 


rious deliberatio 
com- 


—_— 


F 
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} communicating the. matter 
J with Cardinal Hugoline, then 
| Protector of the Order of Fri- 
]-ar-Minors, and perceiuing the 
1 fiſters fernour - aſpired- yet 
| | higher [ as not cotentwith the 
\Jaſticution ginen them by the 
faid Cardinal Hugoline, ſome 


few-yeares before, which the 
otherMonaſteries not-withſta= 


ding[ except this of Afſifits] 


were contet and fatisfied withe 
all, wrote for them , a proper 
Rule; and did accommodate 


-the-fame to: thatof the: Friar- 
Minors, fos far forth; as their - 


weake fexe. would permitt 
the; they both ouerſecing the 


 cumfpection ox; mitigation he 
eſteemed .needfull tobe vied 
-in.a matter of foe high cocern- 
ment ; and in writing , they] ;, 
could not forbeare weeping ;| @.; 
conſidering the Virgins zeale 


I 


nefſe of their ſexe. £471 oh 


-B The Preface. 
at ſome word or periode, Hu-} Ru 
-goline gaue him aſſiſtance and 


. counſel, concerning the cir} 


| and feruour did exceed the the 


rie ſtraine, and weak-| y, 


"This. is commonly called 


-the firſt: Rule of S. Clare, not} x , 
- becauſe it was giuen firſt, for Jo 
-it was: delivered rather in the 
'third place, and ſoe receined | 


by S. Clare; but tis called the | 
_ firft,by reaſon of five different ye 
4 Rules | * 


1-1 Rules or formes of 


- The Preface. | 
leo orformanof UG, 

giuen and receined at 
differet times. For, three ' 
being almoſt we. 4 
ed, it may be called the 

firſt of the two remain- 


ing. for better vnder- : 


in breef only , mention 

| theſe fine afore-named 

| Rules, togeather with 
theire beginnings. 


Ja the yeare of our They 
Lord 1212. and 15. of ws 


Jnnocent the third, the 
moſt Holy Virgin S. 
Clare, began the order: 
of poore Clares, the 18, 
yeare of her age, in a- 


* 


Yo *© , The Preface, 


Monafterie of $. Damian-;| 


without the gates of the Cittie 
of Afiſium, in the way to- 
wardsRome,whece they were 
known anciently,bythe name 
of Damiates or Aflifiates : 
wher S. Francis tought them 
a certain manner of lining in 
common, and .gane them an 
vnpoliſh't Rule, ſfuch:an one, 
as wasthe fitting for thoſe, that 
were newty” connerted from 
the yanities of the world; they 
Waing-vaanimouſly , and: de- 
voutly- practiſing the ſaid 
torme of life for the ſpace of 
- abour fix yeares, 
Thez, © Vintil the vertuous 
_ Cardinal Hogoline | who 


Jucceeded in. the ſea of | 


Ron 
gori 
tion 
ed ; 
his 

Cla! 
me. 
of © 
Zea 


third, and of our Lord 1219, 
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IRome by the name of Gre- 


gorie the 9.]wrote ſome direc- 
tions with'Jnſtrn&ios annex= 
ed ,; which he firſt ſent by 
his owne: antoritie vnto-Y, 


= = \..”- 


zeale by them receiued , he 
reduced them into a better 
forme,and by authoritie of the 
ſea Apoſtolique, did adioyne 
theſe his Conſtitutions to the 
Rule of S. Benedict, and ſent 
them, the ſecond time, to the 
faid -S. Clare-and her lifters, 
which they vnanimouſly re- 


ceined ,in the 4. yeare of the 


Popedome. of Honorius the 


12 The Preface. 
'Thez- Jn the yeare of our 
Rule: T.ord 1223. the: Glori 


———_ 


_” 


Jn! 
0 
- ons VirginS.Clare,witly , 
'ber Companions. of the. Mo 
-naſterie of Aſlifium, zealoul] 
- emulating the heigth of per] - 
FeQtion , in moſt ſublime Po} - 
_ :nertie, did hably requeſt that 
-great Maſter of ſpirit S. Frany | 
© Cis., thar he would pleaſe t 
-frame-for them , a yet mo 
:Fetled Rule of life, for preſen 
Ad furure ages:which he wrot 
- aecorllingly , and delinered 
-vhto them, inthe. yeare of ou 
« Lord 1224. they of Afafi 
: pEney obſeruingiit, for a 
« Done -30. yeares, vntilit wa 
confirmed by a Ball: of Pope 
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oug-Janocent the 4. the 11. yeare 
loriJ-of his Popedome, and ſome 
vith} few days before rhe 59 a 


death-of the Glorious Mother 
S. Clare. And- this is the Rule 


4 -which here we declare and 


'treate of ,and the ſiſters of her 
Order,doe promiſe ſuccefline- 
ly in. their Holy: Profeſſion 
toobferue and follow it;which 
though third in number , yet 
deſeruedly beareth the name - 
.of the ficſt :Rule of S; Clare, 
 ttherwoformer being alreadie 
ina manner forgotten; hauing 
only been iu vie and pracit- 
ed abont-12, yeares , befids, 
that as in:all beginnings , ſoe 
were thoſe more rude and vn- 
-poliſh't,. The 


7 rg" TW Prifece. _ |. 
The 4. \. The 4.Rule, or forme}? 


Rule. of | life, deliuered vn- 


tothe Order of S. Clare, 


3s/that, which by ſollicitati- 
oof ſome Friar-Minors,with- 
out the coſent, or knowledge 
of S. Clare;, was vnderhand 
dealt for;to be cofirmed by Jn- 
nocent the 4. the 5. yeare of 
his Popedome ; wherin'diners 
fabſtantial points were chang- 
ed, and new ons inſerted, 
concerning the aufteritie, Po- 

nertie; ſubiecion- and: ſuch 


like. J-wil only-touch in breife 
what Ludonicus Miranda a 
:graue Author of the faid Or- 
der of Friar-Minors ,. doth 
"mention concerning it, in his 


firſt parr of the expoſition of 
the Rule of S, Clare g. chapt. 


|, This Rule, 4.thin-order,was 


,> procured, faith he, by the 
, hs eſtion-and ſollicitation 
,» of ſome Prelats of the Or- 
,» der of Friar-Minors ; cet- 
-» tain2 Abbefſes toyning with 
» them, without the prinitie 
,» or conſent of S, Clare; who, 
,, haning vnderſtood the mat- 
,,ter,and that thePrelars of the 
,» Order intended to bind her 
,, and her fiſters of Affifium, 
,».45 they had inforced other 
» Monaſteries,.to the accep- 
;, tance and obligation of this 
,» hew Rule, the with-her ' {i 
»» {ters of Aſlifium.,, bighly 
E444 h# $6 2” ICs - 
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'» refenting it -, that: the faid|' 
nad follicited and]: 
»» procured ſuch a fiibſtantial| 
»» Change of Rule, without]: 
»» her knowledge, and being]|- 
,, greatly ſcandalifedat them, |: 
2» faith Miranda-, and at all 
,» thoſe ſiſters that held with | 
2» them, refuſed vtterly to ad-|: 
2, mitt of it, and with all hu-| 
2, militie and modeſtie, pre- | 
2» Jenting theſe her grieuances | - 


5, Prelats 


2» Vnto his:Holinefle Pope Jn- 
»» nocent the 4. with much 


2, Aictio and ſorrow, for that | 


»» he gaue eare to the ſinj- 
;, ſter relations of the ſaid Pre- 
» lats and Nunnes , that held 
3» with them, the humbly re- 


$0: » queſts | 


in TEES GS2As 


's 


he a, FG 2s RED oh. a Me | 


139 queſted . that he woul 
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,» graciouſly pleaſe to recale 


2» the faid Rule, and approue _ 
.» and confirme that ,which 
.,,the H. Father S. Francis 
.had written and- left them. 
-She at .length /prenailed foe 
far, and withſoe happie fuc- 
: ceſle, thar after-5, or 6. years, 
;that-is , the 10. andthe 11. 
.yeare of his Popedome, he 
.ſert forth two diſtinct Bulls, 


by the former expreſly com- 
manding the {aid Prelats, that 


in noe caſe they :inforce: the 
.Nunnes of'S. Damian, to ac- 
cept this new Rule, which he : 
declared to be voide and: of © +. 
_noe effec. By whichBull hete 


18 + The Preface. 
annexed , [ beginning Refs 
aſſumpto tramite, faithfully trif | 
lated ont of an Aathentical 
copie,. taken out of the great 
 Conuent in Paris, of the or- 
der of Friar-Minors, by the 
Apoſtolical Nuntins ; then 
reſiding in France 1628; and 
by him ſent to the *Englith 
 Monaſterie of poore Clares in; 
'Graueling ] it appeareth ma- 
nifeſt, that the ſnperiours and 
Prelats of the' order of Friat- 
_ Minors , ' neither hane, nor 
ought to hane,or exerciſe any 
Juxiſdition, or Power ,- oner 
the afore-ſayd Nunnes, ſceire, 


as he faith, that abſolutely they 


bane Bone : And by the latter 


7 
Bull 
conf 
ſelfe 
had 1 
all t 


Tk « 


to-O 
this 
{ett 
Cot 


Bull |. 
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* Bull; he approued and 


confirmed the Rule it- 


allſelfe., which S. Francis 
at]had made;declaring,that 


bh 


he 


SN 
ih 
in 
A- 
id 


all the Nunnes of Ath-. 


[ft ought, by all means,” 


to obſerne and keep it; 
this latter Bull is alſo . : 
ſett down at large, being þ. - 
the. Rule it- ſelf , and' 
Confirmation therof.. 
The 5. Rule is thatThe 57 
of Vrban the 4. who cre-Fvle- 
ated Pope,6. yeares only 
after Jnnocent the 4 


| being informed.the firſt | © 
Toy of his Popedome, © _ 
y 


theCardinalProtedtor: 
of the Friar-Minors,that 
dhe) the 


20. ©: . The" Preface. -- He! 
the Religious woemen off,jj he 
the Order of S. Clare, mad&_1<c 
differently their Profeſſion}4.1;ne 


and Vow, in divers Monaſte- YOCIL 
Clare 


ries,- according to different 
pbjer 
his 12 


Rules and formes of 'life:| 
mdpged it expedient to make 
anew Rule; collecting ont off4.1;1c 
others, fuch' things, as ſeemed 5d v4 
moſt conuenient. tor the cor. 
dition. and * ſtate ' of thoſe]... 1 
Nunnes; endeauoring, as neer 
as might be, to reduce them 
to Viuformitie ; and himſelf 
confirmed this ſaid Rule, by 
Apoſtolical antoritie, as may. the 
be ſeen in —_— - Liſbona, 
in the 2. part of his' Chroni- |, 
cles and 2 hok, 30 ( 
| Hence | © 


The' Preface. 
Hence it appeareth that of 
ON1l theſe 5, Rules here men- 
1 ioned, and at different times 
PKelinered ro the Religious 
Goemen of the Order. of S., 
MClare,. two only remaine in, 
objeruance and vie, to witt, 
his latter, drawn in ardes and 
Melivered by Vrban the 4. cal- 
A Wed vſualy the. 2. Rale of S. 
Clare Tor of the Urbaniſts,. 
and chat other ,. which Was. 
written by S. Francis, as we. 


haue ſayd and cofirmed ſome. 
few A before the death of 


: 


== ME 


> 2 oo gt 
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.of her firſt Rule, as wel 4n 


reſpect of that of Vrban the] 


4. which was ordered and 


broughtiato a forme of Rule | 


6. yeares- afrer her death, as 


of the 3. others, which, enen| 


at that time, were either antis 
quated, or annulled, 8 _ 
© Here needeth- noe further 
addition by way of Preface , 
vnto this firſt Rule of the Glo- 
rious Mother S. Clare; ſeeing 
| thatthe following Conftituti- 
ons or Declarations lately 
approued and confirmed by 


lys Holinefſe Pope Alexander|ri 


the 7:doe ſufficiently, atcord- 
ing to their title, declare 
and explicate what might 


lceme| :. 
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ſkeme obſcure and hidden 
in the text of the Rule, --- 

This Jonly add, by way of 
note, thar, as in all other, foe 
in. this Holy Religious-Order 
of S. Clare , ſuch refpetand 


-| reverence is due vnto the Ho- 
[ly Rule, and Author therof, 


as. each word and letter is ener 


| to remaine without, change, 


and inwiolable 1n its. primis. 
tive and firſt integritie.; al-- 
though the Conſtitutions or 
Declaratios of the fame; muſt. 
needs admitt ſometimes var 
rietie and change, according. 


|to; the change and circumſt» 


ces of time, place and perſons, 
eſpeacialy, when: voul alta 


24 The Preface. | 
and reference to the ſacted: 
Canohts, and Holy Councill 


of Trent ſhal foe require. - 
| that a' 
kw may be made voide, that: 


_ Hence it 'followet 


is, by.it ſelf, or by authoritie 


of: higher power, may' ceaſe: 
to oblige; and yet, that ſame. 
law or Rule ſhal'remaine as it- 
was firſt written ,and without- 
the change of one only letter; 
although in practice, it ts be-/ 
come voide, out of vie and' 
with out force ; as appeareth- 


manifeſt in tHis very Rule of 
S; Clare, wherof we treafe. 


- And to giue you ſore few- 
inſtances and examples : we” 
findia the beginning of the'2., 


chapt: 


; þ 


chapt : that there is mention 


of not admitting Nonices wvith« 
out the conſent and licence of the 


Lord Cardinal Protettor; which, 


feeing in re 0a can not be 
complyed withall, by reaſon 
of diftance of place, and other 
inconueniences , the leaue of 
the ſuperiour, or Biſhop of 
the Dioceſe doth ſuffice; and 
yet the words, or textof the 


Rule remaine intire, as they 


were firſt written , - becauſe 
once they had their effect and 
force, though they be voide 
IT: Againe, in the end 
the 3. chapt: it is /aVvfwull 

or theChaplain to celebrateWith= = 
in the Mopaſfterie , for commu» 
DICK 


Bicating. 0 of = f oh, and) ets 


For. many. important reaſons, | 


tt. hath been iudged ,needfull W | 


toalter- it; ordering thatMaſle Y 
be celebrated without the Mq@-Y | 
'paſterie , and that afterwards, | ; 
the ſick within, if needfull, 
nay. be comunicated,”T hirdly - 
in the 8. cbapt:-it.is mention-} » 
ed, that ſome ſecular Perſons} - 52 
way enter the Monaſterie to viſit , 
#he fick., which now,is expreily}ll 0 
Forbidden by the. H::.Councilf 5 
& LIE inthe 25. ſetlion and {hb 

apt: that none enter, buth 4, 
MY uch reſtrained conditios]]. 
195. are there ſpecified. Laftly 
.to.omitt diners other ſuch.likef] 
Mſtagoss and Sa xapnphes which | 


= 07, L 


Aa 


RT ſO: = .. 
, & ..inthis Holy Rule occurre frs+ 
, | quently, ] wit only mention 
1% one more , which by mif-vt- 
e  derftiding, might proue a'ſtit> 
> bling-block, in ſome ons way, 
sf if not fore-ſeen in time, and 
LE maturely prevented. =» 

| Iris ſpecified,in the 1.chapt 
n-* of the Rule, thar, as S, Clare, 
ns in the beginning of her conuey- 
fel fon, with her fifers promiſed. 
ly obedience to the moſt Holy Father 
cl S. Francis, foe in like ſert.doth 
nd ſhe promiſe to obſerne the ſame 


but obedience inuiolebly unto his ſuc- 


ti0SY - ceſſours, and the other ſiſters are 
aÞ'vais cbliged to obey the ſnctefe 


ell ſours of YH: S. Francis, "Theſe 
chill words are wrightly to be vit- 
{A B 2 der 


—4 


—— 
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derſtood.,not as written by the 


pen of the ſeraphical Father, 
F. as appeares euident ; for, he 


"% 
..'y 


would nener' haue caled, -or } 
'Sinen him ſelf the title of the | 
'H: and moſt H : Father $. Fran- | 


cis] but literally , of thoſe | 


Monaſteries, or Couents only, | 
which, by authoritie and leaue | 
-of the fea Apoftolique-, are | 
immediatly-ſubiect to the Ju- | 


riſdiction of the Friar-Minors: | 


and not. of thofe, which by | 
their -owne requeſt , or ap- | 
poinrmet of his Holineſfe the 
Pope of Rome, or immediatly 


'by them: felnes, are ſabiected 


_ - to the gonernmen: and Jurtf- 
 Viction of the Bithops of the 
” ed} 313. X Y 1 Dior 


as thts, 4 
-x (Ie | KC. - 
PE Hoe Meh 
Is O64 EA f 
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Diocefles: for,theſe rendring 
their dutie , and obedience 
to their Ordinarie, neither 
can , nor may , any Ways 
ſabmitt themſclnes, to the Ju- 
ri{dicktion of the tucceſſours of - 
S. Francis. | 

And if we make refletion 


on the eminent high dignitiE 


of a Biſhop in- his Dioceſe, 
and the esteeme wee ought 
to haue of his foe ſingular and 
choice title of Ordinarie, we 
{hal find, it doth import noe 
lefſe;' then a Juriſdiction and 


Pome delinered- yato him); 


oth by the natural and writts 
law of God : for God, hath ſoe- 


oy in nature,. that the 


Jo: T he Preface. : 


Chriſt ; in whoſe Dioceſe they 
are , of which Church the 


Biſhop is head and cheef; it: 


followeth, that as members 


_ andparts of the ſame Church, | 
they reuerence and obey him; | 


as' placed by God, for their 


head and guide; according to. } 
+» thatfſayingof'S. Cyprian | 
$».;Cy- It: us eſtabliſhed by Gods 
prin Ly ſaith he,cthatChurches 


2; 


& 


members ofa body be ſubiect-. | 
vnto the head , and particalar |; 
perſons to the- cheef of the: | 
Communitie. ſeeing therfore * 
all \Chriſtians 'are niembers - } 
of that particular Chiirch of | 


'. ſhou!d be conſlituted vpon- || a 
© * Biſhops, and the parts of || Go 


enery. 


an; 


n 
A 


= 
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5 entry Church (ſhould be goieens: 
| edbythe ſame Prelats; and this! 
| anthoririe, or power is found« F 
ed in thoſe words of the- 20. 


- | of the AQs of the Apoſtles;: 


wher it's ſayd; The H:Gho#t» 
hath placed you Biſhovs to 'rule; 
the Church of” God, "Which he: 
bath purchaſed with his bloud Y 
| foethat,:i7' 75 more enident rhes: 
the light at mid-day: aith Domis: 
| nicn3 Soto'a learned author” 
of that age libro 10. de Jure et: 
| Juſtitia queſtione prima, art;. 
primo; that Chrift did inſtitute 
the aignitie of Bif, hops. Which: 
ndv 45 floriſhing in the milts' 
ant Church: of 'C hri# 0nr Lord 


of God, . af Whoſe Conſccration ſhe 


44 J 


CRE) B 4 ſeth 


3 The Preface: 


wvſeth this' prayier: lett him bea. | 
faithfull and' prudent ſeruant, | 
Whom thou Lord doſt appoint ouer- 

familie,togiue it meatein dye | 


ſeaſon, and to make enery man 


perfee?. Whertfore, to deſced to 


articulars,by way of Conclu- 


o, ſecing the pooreClares are 
_ of them, phich Chriſt purchaſed: 


With his one bloud , ſeeing 


are parts of that houſe,. 


Which Chriſt built vpon the rock, 
ſeeing they are children of 


Chriſts familie Wanting meate, | 


and of them, ho muſt be made 
perfeZ to Chriſt, they muſt 
therfore be alſo ſubiet onto 
him; who by God, is placed 
ouer: them as. Ordinarie, and 


| lion required. 


The Prefate; | IF 


1 Biſhop to rule the Churth of God, 

1 vnlefle by an, extraordinarig. 

4 and ſpeacial priuiledge of the 
| ſupreme Uicaire of Chriſt's. - 


they ſhould chance to-be ex». 


x empted from this. his Ordis 


narie Juriſdiction. and power; 
which the Popes, of: Rome - 
baue been foe farr from grits 
ing, that cuen the contrarie 


; | bath been at ſeueral times by 


them declared ;-in- different 
and exprefle Bulls , as Occar 


Which truth wil -appeare 
more euident, if we reflec: 
how the order of Friar-Minors: 
elpeacially in time of the Ges 
neralate of S,. Bonaventure z, 
B 5 pro: 


L 8) Iv 
2. [ke 


red of ' the Popes Holi- || -© 


AER, an at ; wherby he de- } 
'Cclared them to be exempr 
. and wholy free, fro all charge | 
-and care of the faid religious | 
_woemen. Hence it followed , 


'by noe means admitt, or ac- 
-knowledge, that they had any 


wer,or Juriſdiction oner the 


d 
t 
11 
'N 
-thar the-Friar-Minors wontd: | © 
O 
O 
- O 
_#aid Religionsof S; Clare; bar j | 


abſolutely: refuſed" ro- come y} -5: 
adminiſter the H: Sacraments || : 5 
;ynto-them; vnleſle the fiſters | - 5 
had: firſt affared them', bycaf '» 


;publiqueJnſtrumerin writing, 

- [that rneir aflifting- them', was 

--Qur-of: Charitie; and not'our 
a 


"35% i th 


- 
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£7 5 


2 


as 
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.-» Hence F: Emmanuel Ro« 


. dericus ;a graue-and leartied. 
.Authour of the ſaid Order; 


in his 3, tome of Regularque« 


. ſtions'72. queſt: '1, Artic.'$. 
_ Conclus: plainly delinered his 
. Opinioand Pa Os pomnt: 
of the Friars- 


ing" charge 
.of Monaſteries of Woemen , 


Jn theſe words 3 As tolloweth, 


» Nunnes,of what Regular Jn- 


. x ftitute ſocuner ; were ſubiet 
x tO the Ordinarie; eſpecially 
: 2:41 our Religion of Friar- 
-» Minors; in which; 'we-'can 
not take care, of their þ and 


ar| - >» eilions and rents, as others 


off'> -  B6 * may 


386 The Prifuter” 
- may... And the ſeraphichl. 
Father :S. Francis him ſelf, . 
doth in'this point abundantty.. 
declare his intenti6 and means, 
mg,” in thoſe his words cited. 
by F: Wadding , in his Chro- . 
nicles-, 'on the yeare of our 
» Lord 1219. S. Francis, ſaith 
» he”, intending his- iourney: 
» vnto the Sultanin the Eaſt, 
» the Cardinal Protector Hus-.. 
»s $oline conferred with him,.. 
5 concerning the care and. 
-, Fonernment” of the: poore. 
> Dames of S. Damian and 
other -Monafteries;, which. 
-» began tobe multiplied. The 
» H: Father' replyed , that for 
», irs part; befid's that Mona- 
$$ +. fteve 


av 


*” * 
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» ſerie only, in which he BY 
encloſed fiſter- Clare. , he- 
,-. neither had built , nor pro-., 
» cured any to be-built, and: 
»» foe ; had taken care of none... 
,» but of that only of S. Da--' 
-, mian ,-11: order vato Regus - 


» lar diſcipline ; - prouiding 


» them ſome poore temporal 
;, means, by be ging for the.. 


» He added further, that 
on zim, .25 that his Bre- 


,thren inother parts,carneſtly 
,, endeauoured tohane houſes. 
,» built for Religions Woeme, 
» and to hqne_them.. ynder. 
, their gouernmeEtand charge, 
'.-S; Francis, it's true, neuer” 

B;y  owlly 
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33 The Preface. 
omitted toperforme this cha- 
ritable dutie, tow ards the Mo- 
nafterie of S. Damian, wherin 
'S: Clare was incloſed, as F: 

| Wadding wel noteth; and. ad- 
2, deth farther, that this his 


> example gaue exteriourly 
, occaſion vato his Brethren , 


2: to afliſt other Monaſteries, 
x whoeither by perſuafion, or 

30 entreatie,did ſoc intrude the 
-, felnes into thoſe buſineſſes, 
5» that when the: ſecret miſc 


,» cheef broke forth-id thewed. | 


+3 felf [as it hapned totheir 
' 3»:Owne great domage, vader 
-» Urban the 4. } they, could 
5 Dot withdraw 1n_time,. and 


#: thunne the inconueniences 


” a that: 
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- thatinſaed, F: Wadding1 in 
the fame place , hath mach 
more coccrning this ſubiect; 


which for diners reaſons, * + 


purpoſely. omitt. 


Tc followeth cleerly , by: 


what hath ben fay 1 ihe that- 


neither 'S, Francis , the Aw 
thonr-of this H. Rule, ener* 
mmtended to' ſt ubiet theſe Re- 
ligiouns\Woemen , 'vader the 
Obedience ofhis Order, [ but 
rather the contrarie ] nor that 
the Order ener accepted, bur: 
rather oppoſed and thaked'of 
this great charge and burden; 
wheras, notwithſtanding; ac- 
ceptance on both {td's 1s' ne-+ 
cllatte. to- make a contract: 
562 _ valid: 


Ks | 


The Preface. 


valid in Law, as all Doors. 
vnanimouſly doe profefleand . 
teach: ſoe that, as Malderus . 
wel noteth , lib. de Jure er. 


Jaſtitia : tract : 1. cap: 9. 
»» dab: 10. Although it were 
,» certaine , ſaith he, and the 
»» caſe ſuſppoſedas true , that 
»» S.. Francis, and S. Clare had 
,» made a contract, one 'with 


,, the other, ſhe, in the name 


» of her ſiſters, promiſing Obe- 
»» dience, and he in the name 
»» Of his Brothers, to hane a 
»» perpetual care of the fiſters, 
,» that by 


» their ſublime Pouertie; yet, 
» becauſe his ſucceſſours 
NDS ow ih nn Weg 


t by this means , they 
37 m1 oht the better obſerue. . 


The Preface. pe 4F-- 
,» not: fulfil} and. keep this his 
» promiſe, as we haue ſeene: 
-» 4n the:time of S. Bonauenys 
,» tare, for this reaſon, the pro, 
» miſe of S. Clare, hath long. 
- » {ince ceaſed to oblige the. 
»» liſters. of theſe ages. 

Neither mult - this ſeeme 

ſtrange. vato any :. for the 
obligation of keeping a Law, 
doth. ceaſe, faith Malderns, in 
the place afore-mentioned,,, 
when the occaſion , or cauſe 
for which the law.was made, . 
doth.ceaſe : but the occaſion, _ 
or. reaſon why S.: Clare pro-_ 
miſed Obedience vnto S.,Fra- 
cis and his ſucceſſours ,. was 
her - earneſt, defire of moſt 
they: - ſublme 


* T) he Pref, eface. % 
ublzme Ponertie ioyn'd with 
A' ;ftrict incloſure, which ſhe © 
Knew fullwell;. conld not be - 
effeted nor hoped for, with-- 
one os: and releef, by.: 
begging of S, Francis and 
Brethren for. them but-+ 
= i Yan} Ko af ter. the: 
departure of the ſaint , abſo-- 
hatel refuſing this charge ane 
| Burden, and procuring more-" 
oner a declaration from his. 
Holinefſe Pope Urban rhe 4.- 
5 that they were to be exempt > 
» and wholy free from alt | 
” Care Fas the ſaid' Religious 
- Woemen, and by noe obli-;; 
55 gation bound : to vndergoe- 
wit; ; it obaey by way: of. 
| Colle 


© | fiſtersare in noe ways obliged 


- — T 
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conſequence , that the ſaid 


towhar ſocuer cotract,'or pro+” 


\| reing,that both the occaſion; 


| and the ſacceſſours, of S.'Fri= 
| cis have refuſed to accept the | 
2] condition, and vadergoe the 
| burden, Rt Le es 


| miſe ceaſeth to oblige, whe an. 


- - 
» hy 


| although all that can be ob» 
i iefted , were ſuppoſed and 
| granted, yet, as all Doctors: 


miſe'S. Clare might chance” 
to'haue made in their behalf; 


or cauſe , why ſhe might hane - 
made thatpromiſe,doth ceaſe,. 


Laſtly , J conclude, that 


vnanimouſly affirme, a pro- | 
higher 'ſuperiour by -lawfull-+ 


autos 


44 The Preface, 
antoritie doth releaſe it;:and 
his Holineſſe the Pope of Ro- 


me,can releaſe promiſes made 


'enen to- God him ſelf, as is 
manifeſt : but different Popes, 
and in particular, Jnnocent the 
4. by his Bull here annexed, 
beginning , Reto aſſumpto tra- 
mite, hath not only releaſed 
the faid Friar-Minors | from 
All ſaperioritie, charge and 
care, which here-to-fore they 
-migth pretend to haue had , 
oner the Religious Woemen 
of the order of S. Clare, but: 
doth alſo in. Uertue of H: 
_ Obedience, ſtritly commid 
and enioyne vnder paine of 
Excommunication., - all and. 
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enery: one of the Order of 
Friar-Minors, that hece forth; 

they exerciſe noe Juriſdicis 
whatſocuer,ouer the aforeſaid 
Abbeſlſes , Nunnes, or Mo- 
naſteries of S. Clare, ſeine 
that abſolutiy they hane none. 
Hence it followeth,thart ſeei ng 
the Friar-Minors haue noe Ju- 
riſdiction or power, ouer the 
Religious Woemen of the 
Order of S. Clare, that the 
ſaid ſiſters alſoe hane noe 
obligation of Obedience ,, or 
fabiection towards the afore- 
fayd ſuperiours, or Prelars of 


the Order of Friar-Miaors. 


- And to deſcend more to 
particulars, in the yeare of 
Vl onr 


— 
x 


The Prefare.. 


our Lord 1631. his Holineſſe 
Pope Urban the 8. was gra- 


ciouſly pleaſed , to ſendapat- 
ticular Breue , to the Abbeſſe 
3d Religious of the order of S. 


Clare relyding in the Towne 
of Graueling, dated the laſt of 


May, in the 8. yeare of. his 
Popedome; which being faith- 


fully tranſlated, we haue alſo 


thought fitr "EE fett downs; 

where he declareth in exp refle 
termes ,- the ſaid Religious 
Woemen,to be in nce wyes, 
ſubiect to the ſuperiours of 
the Order of Friar-Mincrs, 
bur that they , and their Mo- 
naſteries are, by his expreſſe 
panel, reſtpared. to the 
Obe- 


»hz &:4 


-Obedience and ſubie&ion of 


The Preface. Mz 4 


their Ordinarie the Lord Bi- 
ſhop of S.Omers; they haning 
-been ſubiet. vnto him from 
.the very beginning -of their 
ſettlement and admiſſion into 


that Towne - their admiſſis 


being limited with this con- 


dition, to line vader the Obe- 


diznce and Inriſdittion of the 
Lord Biſhop of the Dioceſe: as . 
appears in the letters of grant, 
given by his Highnefle Arch- 
Duke Albertus,dated at Bruf- 
\ſels the 7. of October 1608, 


as alſd in the letters of re- 


ception of the Baron Gner-_ 


nouual, then Gonernour, of 
the Towneof Graueling, and 


4 The Preface, _ 
Founder in part, of the faid 
Monaſterie ; bearing date 26. 
of Auguſt. 1627. and laſtly 
in the letters'of admiſſion of 
the ſaid Towne,dated the ſame 
-yeare and day ; all three in- 
| ſferting, in expreſſe termes, 
this condition,” as neceflarie 
for their admittance , that they 
be ener ſubiet to the Ordinarie, 

the Lord Biſhop of S. Omers. 
Lett it therfore remaine, as 
concluded and certaine, that 
thoſe Monaſteries of the order 
of S: Clare , which can not 


make appeare , by particular | 


grant and priniledge of the 
ſe Apoſtolque.thr politiue 
exerpption from the Juriſdic- 
Ty tion 


tion of the Biſhop, that they 
are and onght to-remaine ſub« 
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ied to the ſaid Biſhop of their 
Dioceſe, who therfore is 
know'n vndcr the notion and 


title of Ordinarie: and ſeeing 


the PooreClares in the Towne 
of Graueling., hane not on- 
ly their admittance limited by 
the Prince, Towne and Go. 
ueraour, and by the reſtrained 
to this obligation or condition 
of being ſabiect to the Ordi- 
carie; but are more ouer, by a 


particular Breue ſent them by 
Pope Urban the 8. expreſly 
comanded to liue and remaine 
{ as we haue fayd ] vader the 
Obedience of che Lord Biſhop of 
v1 C D. 


|| red, orreſtoaredto the Perſon. 
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S. Omers;excluding in expreſſe | 
words , all wharſveuer pre- | | 
tended power, the Friar-Mi- | 
nors haue, ore might ſeeme to | 
have ouer them; ſeeing, [ as 
Pope Jnnocent the 4. abone 
mentioned doth alſo declare] 
that abſolutely they hane none , 
it followeth, that they are , - 
an1 ought to remaihe ſubiect, C 
and obedient to the ſaid Lord 
Biſhop, and that, the Obedi- 
ence mentioned: in the firſt 
Chapter of their Rule, re- 
maines-[ as now it is ] by ſit- 
. preme Authoritie, transfer- 


of the afore-ſayd Lord Bi- | 
{hop , or Ordinarie. - 
G. _ THE 


EE  ephgs 
| THE-BYAL: 
OF POPE | 


INNOCENT 
THE FOVRTH,. 
declaring the Nannes of the 
Order of $. CLARE, not 
fo be ſubief? to the Friar- 
Minors by their Rule ginen 
by S. FRANCIS, and 
farbidding the ſaid 
Friars to exerciſe any 
Inriſcittid oxer the 
vnder vhat pree 
Fence ſorner, 


[. 3 C2 JN- 


Ja, _ The was 


Inno CENT. 


'BISH OP 


"PE of the ſeruants of God, 


To our Beloned Sonnes, 


'. theGencral and Pronin- 


WT 


» * 


cial Miniſters of the 
Order of the Friar- 
Minors health and. 
Apoſto: ical Be- 
nedittion. 


HEtranailer that hath 
| taken the righr path, 
" wherby he may con- 


 neniently attaine to his inted- 


| £d.ourneys. end \horld labour 


ww 
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of Innorent the 4. F3 
in vaine , and vnprofitably 
endeauour to find: out other 
trackes: for the more differ&t 
wayes he tryeth,the more doth 
he delay his tourney, and 
whiles hz doth haſten, he doth 
the more hinder himſelf, and 
the way which: perchance is 
but ſhort; he maketh long by 
inconſiderate digreſfſions ; bee 
cauſe 'one,: that tryeth diuers 
paths , may eaſily ftray from 
the right, and ſoe wander out 


of his. way”; and he that foe 


2 


trauailerh, - arriueth: ſtill late 


to his iourny'send ; yea, his. 
going on, in this ſort, is rather 
a going back. from the end. it 
ſelf.. Hence the varietie apd ' 
OS 
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noneltie of wayes is to be 
auoyded, and the ancient and 
firſt way carefully to beretain- 
ed; ſeeing the old ways are 


'  betterknow'n then the newer, 
and one may trauaile more 


confidently by the tracke of 
the one, then of the other. 


them with care auoide the 


that our beloned daughters in 
Chriſt , the Abbeſles, and Re- 


ligious of the order of S. Da- 
mian , who flying from the 
flipperie downfalls of the 


world, hane choſe the ſecure 


rett- 


Wherfore, they that can walk 3 
well in the beaten path, lett } 
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of Innocent the 4. 59 
retirement of Clauſtral ſoli= 
tude , might conſtantly ſerue: 


! our Lord in the obſernance 
| of that Rule, wherby they 


may more readily obtaine &+ 
ternal reward. ' -- . 
Hence ſome time ſince, did 
We, by our letters .enioyne 
our Venerable: Brother - the 
Biſhop of C/#;4,andVelerre,that 
he ſhould not permitt them to 
be compelled to the vndertake 
ing of a new forme. of life, 

or the ancient by Vs, bein 
then atZ705 changed, Jvnleſfle 
it ſhould ſeeme vnto him” 
more expediet for their ſalua« 
tion; but that he ſhould pros 
cure the ancient Rule, which 
C 4 the 
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the afore-ſayd Abbeſfſes and ? 
Nunnes had admitted: in the: 7 
firſt inſtitution of theirOrder; + 
to be by them: inuiolably ob- : 


* 2% 


ſerued,ifthereby the good and 
PE of their ſoules might |] 
 aduanced; granting him: | 
POwer to: compell by Eccle- | 
laſtical Cenſures,, without 3 C 
admitting appeale, whoſoener: ! 
ſhonld contradict him; | 
. Hef as by his-owne Rela- | 
tion We have vnderſtood] ' 
deſirous with all diligence to: - 
Fulfill onr Summa: -. pets. | 
ceiuing [ after ſerious delibe- | f 
ration ] it would be more pro- } M 
fitable for them, firmly to | n 
obſerue the ancient Rule, | 
oo which | 
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7 which in the very beginning 
- 3 of their Religion, they had rex 
! ceined by the carefull endea» 


uvour . of our. Predecefſour 


| Pope Gregorie of happy me 
] morie; indged it noe ways ECxX= 


pedient to receiue the. new 
one, or to haue the old Rule 


changed; nor-to forſake the 


former- good. and holeſome 
way,for an other newly found 
out, or.decline the accuſtome 
ed, for. an vnaccuſtomed 
courſe of life. SS be 
- Wherfore, by power of our 
fore-ſaid letters , he- gaue. in 
writing, a moſt ſtrict .coms 
mand, in Vertue- of Obe- 


dience, to the Abbeſſes. and 


C5 Nunes- 


Po .a__—— u— 


$$ The Bull | 
-Nannes before named, not to. / 
admit in any ways, the afore-. | 
faid new Rule at the com- | 
mand giuen, or to be giuen by | 
any Miniſter, or Friar of your | 
Order what ſocner; bur to- | 
keep the afore-ſaid old Rule: | 
for euer, in all ages tocome. | 
- Andſeeing it is. contained 
in that newRule, that you, the | 
General and Pronincial Mi- 
nifters of your Order, haue- | 
Juriſdictio ouer the forenam- 
ed Abbeſfles and Nunnes [ as. | 2® 
it appeareth. indeed', that, by | © 
that Rule, Juriſdictio is ginen. | 
viito you and to other Mini-. ) 
 Keers, who for the time ſhal be]. | | 
the {aid Biſhop gaue by Our 
——_ | all: 


of Inhocent the 4. 
authoritie;in his letters,-an Ex« 
prefſe Comind,to you gather« 
ed to geather in a- General 
Chapter of your Order at Gee 
z0ua,that you ſhould notintere 
meddle here-after with any Jus 
riſdiction ouer the forenamed 
Abbeſſes andNunnes,nor their 
Monaſteries , nor preſume to 
exerciſe any authoritie ouer 
the ſame,for the time to come, 

And by other letters to the 
fame Abbefſes and Nunnes 
afore-metioned , he enioyned, 
that they ſhould noe more 
obey,or be ſubiect vnto you, 
nor to other Miniſters, that 
for the time ſhould be, bar 
that they ſhould humbly re: 
C6 ipet 
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Spec andobey him, and fuch | 


Viſitours, as he ſhould ap- 
point for their- Monaſteries. . 


; Bur you, not liſtning tothe 
precept of the ſaid Biſhop , as 
It was your duty , neglected 
to obſerne the ſame; entring- 


the fore-ſaid Monafteries - by 


your owne - authoritie and 
good pleafure,contrarie tothe | 
cenour- of 'their Rule; ſome- _ 
times alſo deſigning and ſend-. 
ing thither , ſome of your 
Friars; vſing' endeauours, that 
the fore-fud Abbeſſes and: 
Nunnes ſhould not regard the 


Commands of the Biſhop be 
_ fore mentioned; often-times 


encountring and ſtopping his 


a 
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meſſengers and letters; diſput-- 
ing moreouer, yea and difix 
nitinely., affirming , that you 
were not bound to regard, or 
obey the ſaid Biſhop,.but in 
ſome caſes only. 6, 
Whertfore; to. you-all and 
to all the Friars of your Or- 
der; in Vertue of Obedience; . 
vnder paine of Excommuni- 
cation, by theſe Apoſtolical 
letters, We, by ſtrict precept 
enioyne , that: you obey the 
afore-mentioned Biſhop , and 
his commands: and letters ii 
all things ; and that, oner the 
afore-named . Abbeſles and. 
Nunnes, or their Monaſteries; 
here-after, you exerciſe no Jus 
EEE - 
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riſdiction whatſoeuer ; ſeeing | 


that ouer them, you haue none at 
a/l;and that you neither endea- 
your , by word or deed, ſe- 


cretly or openly, by your 


ſelues or others, that the atore- 
faid Abbeſſes and Nunnes 
ſhould not regard and obſerue 
the commands of the ſaid 


Biſhop, and that you neuer 
oppole your ſelnes to his 


meſſengers or letters. 


Bur rather, ſeeing as wel 


your. Order, as theirs, is com- 


mitted by the Sea Apoſto- 
lique, to the care of the ſaid 
Biſhop, who with a vigilant 


eye doth not ceaſe carefully 


to procure the _ | 


* 
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of both ; you are denoutly to 
admit, and inuiolably to ob- 
ferue his precepts, as wel in 
the things afore-ſayd, as. in 
all others; eſpeacially, ſeeing 
that as wel you, as all the 
Friars of your Order; next 
to the Pope of Rome, are 
bound to: reſpe&t and obey 
your Cardinal, appointed by 
the: ſex Apoſtolique , to haue 
the charge and cuſtodie of 
your Order. 
- Otherwiſe, the ſentence 
and cenſure, which the afore- 
named Biſhop ſhal gle a- 
oainſt ſuch as diſobey, orre- 
bell, We wil ratifie the ſame, 
_ and make it [ God willing] 
to be 


Ga The Bull 

to be inuiolably obſerned, 
yntil condigne ſatisfaction be 
ginen ; not admitting of any. 
appeale to the. contrarie; not- 
withſtanding any ſtatutes ,- 
primledges , or. Apoſtolical 
letters , of what tenour ſoeuer 
they may be, either granted , 
or here-after to. be granted 
to you, or to any of. yours, 
or to. your Order , in any 
ways to the cotrarie. Ginen at 
Perngia the 17. day of March, - 
the tenth yeare of our Pope- 


A'SPE- 


SE.” £2 I 3 
SE: Be Bb 3 Bp 


A SPECIAL BREVE 


'_ OF POPE 
VR. B A N 


2 TI HE -VETEL 


To the Eneljſh Poore CLARES 
in the Towne of Granuct- 
8g ; herby he reſtoares them 

to the Inriſdiction or Obe- 
dience of the- Lord Bi- 
[hop of S. Omers. 
Pope URBAN the 8. 
"1 © Future: Memorie.. 
| | Jr was lately propoſed 
vato Us, in the name 


of. our dearly beloued Daught-- 


cls. 
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ers in Chriſt, the Abbeſle,. 


and Religious of S. Francis, 
of the Engliſh Monaſterie in 
Graueling, caled Clarifſes, of 
the Dioceſe of S. Omers, that 
the ſayd Monafſterie, from the 
firſt beginning of its Founda- 


tion, hath been ſubie& tothe | 


Gonernment and Juriſdiction 
of the Biſhop of S. Omers, 
fince,by his connivance,to the 
Order of S. Francis of Friar- 
Minors called Obſernants . 
Whence, the ſayd ſuppliants, 
faling into great” difficulties. 
with the afore-ſayd Friar-Mi- 
nors, by Command of our 
Uenerable Brothers, the Lord 


Cardinals ,. deputed ouer the. 


. Caules 


of Vrban the 8. G7 
cauſes of Regulars, and by an 
expreſſe Decree of our Be- 
loued fonne;, the then Nun- 
tius of the ſea Apoſtolique 
reſiding in thoſe parts, bear- 
ing date the 23. of Februarie 
1628, Wherby the afore-men=- 
tioned Monaſterie, was reſtor- 
edto the Obedience of the 
afore-ſaid Biſhop, or Ordi- 
narie, enioying vnder his Ju- 
riſdiction mach tranquillitie 
and peace. And it being me- 
tiohed in the ſame expoſitio, 
that the afore-ſayd ſuppliants, 
defyred earneſtly, the reſtor- 
| Ing of the fayd Monaſterie 
| to the Juriſdiction of the 
| afore-mentioned Ordinarie 
| might 
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Confirmation of our Apoſto« 


lical Decree: We, inclined to 
the requeſts hibly preſented 


vnto Us , in their behalf, doe 


abfolue the ſaid ſuppliants, 
for the obtaining only of the 
effe& of theſe, and efteeme 
each one of them- by force 
of theſe, truly abſolued from 
whatſoener Excommunicati-- 
| on, ſuſpenſion, or JaterdicQ, 
or. from. whatſoeuer other. 
Eccleſiaſtical ſentenſes, cen- 


ſares, or puniſhment- inflited 


by whatſoener occafion,cither. 
by man or law, ifin any.ways 


they ſhould chice to beintan- 


gled in the ſame, More ouer- 
wr We,: 


might be ſtrengthned by the: | 


© 


| :and.inuiojab!y robe obſerued 


a Q-© 7. 


I» WO dG »v 


of Frban the. 9. 69 


We, approue and ratifie by 


theſepreſet, and-by Apoſtolt- 
cal Authoritie, the afore-con- 
firmed reſtitution of the :ſaid 
Religious: and. [/Monaſtcrie , 
ynder the Juriſdiction-of the 
afore-named Biſhop, orOrdi- 
narie ; adding vnto-it, the 
Nrength of onr Apoſtolical 
firmnefſe; ſupplying all- and 
.euery defect i{ if any ſhould 
haue barned Jin law, or fak 
-whaticeuer-: declaring. the 
aforc-fayd Decrees .of the 
Lord Cardinals and Nuntins, 
as alſo theſe our preſent Let- 
ters, to be, and be.efteemed 
;yalid; firme,. and efficacious, 


by 


[ ' The Brent 
by all , whome at preſent 7 


or for the future, it may. 


concerne; and onght thus to 
be defined and iudged , by 
whatſoeuer Judges , Ordina- 
ries, or Delegates, euen thoſe 
of our Apoſtolical Pallace , 
More ouer , it is declared null, 
and voide, if any Perſon of 
what authoritie ſoeuer, either 
wittingly, or willingly ſhould 
preſume to attempt the con- 
trarie; any conſtitutions, A- 
poſtolical ordinations, ſtatuts, 
cuſtomes priuiledges , grits, 
euen ratified by oath , or 
ſtrengthned by whatſocuer 


Apoſtolical confirmation, or | 


letters, granted, confirmed, 


of | 


DS. on rt. Ah. > CE. 
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; 
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of Vrban the Y. Tx 
or innouated , to the contra- 
rie in any ways : notwith- 
ſtanding ; leauing all and 
euery one of them, as at other 
times, in their accuſtomed 
force, We will | at this time 


only, to the obtaining of the 


effec of theſe ] that they be 
fp-acialy , and expreſly an- 
nulled, and derogated. 


Giuen at Rome at S, Ma- 
rie Major. ſub annulo piſca- 
toris. 31. of May. 1631. and 
the 8. of our Pontificate. 


M, A. MARALDVS, 
THE 


Ms 
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"APOST.OLICAL... 
CoONEIR MATION. 
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* 4. a 
which Bleſſed S. Francis _ 


vato the Holy Mother, 
.G lare. X- 


INNOCENT Biſhop ſerum | 


of the ſernants of God: | 


To our be!cued Danehters in 
Chriſt, Clare Abbeſſe; —— 
the other Siſters of the Mer 

ex pj of S. Damian _ 

11: AſStfomenm.  ; © 

Hea th,and 4 poſto! licalBenedjftis 
6 þ He Apoſtolical ſea, being 
accuſtomed to condeſct 
tothe pious requeſts, and roy | 


_ 


aa 2 
—— 
# 


Cl WAAQpMmogc HEM O &X Hy mot ag A. 


FEIFRs 


; | 
'Y 
| | 
ſ 
o- 


of $, Chews 
defires 4 her ſupp lants ; X., 
you hauing addeeft your hu- 
ble ſuite vnto Us, tn order to 


the approuing and firengthns 
ing with our Apoſtolicat -Cg« 


firmation the Forme of life, 


wherby, you ought to line if 
common, ynitie of ſpirit; and 
profeflion of moſt ſublime 

uertie: the ſaid Rule, bauing 


| been giuen, by the Holy S. 


Francis, by you freely accepts 
ed, and by our venerable Bro« 
ther the Biſhopof Oftia and 
Ueletre approned and cor 
firmed, as 1s more amply co- 
rained inrthe letters of the ſaid 
Bithop, conformable to"\Ouir 
A Apoltolical authoritie ,: coth- 

D mitted 


a The -frft'wnle | 
mittedvnto: him,in this behalf. ' 
'1/We therfore , condeſcend- 
ing; to your denout requeits, | 
doe againeratifie, by Apoſtoli- | 
eal auhoritie, and confirme, | P 
| © © by theſe preſent, what thefaid | h 
| Biſhop: did in this. behalf; in- | C 
| ſerting herein, the tenour of ; $ 
his letters, word by word , as | 
followerh.” i} 
Ugoline » by the grace of | 7 
God ;Biſhopof Oftia and Ve- || * 
 Jetre, to his moſt deare Mos | 
ther, and Daughters in Chriſt, ; 
Clare Abbelſs of S. Damian |} _ 
At. Affifium, and: her Siſters; | 
| - il wel preſent, as to come, | 
| belh and: AY heats S 
| Sean: \'l og 
F-4 | oy | 


KS eas 
haps Bhe99 9 


T 


"of. 5. Chre's If 
_- For as much as you, my. 
dearly beloned Daughters 
in Chriſt ,  contemning. the 
pompes, and vanities of the 
world, and deſyring to trea# 
the footſteps of JESUS, 


Chriſt and. his: moſt \Hojy 
! - Mother, haue'cbaſen; to lye 


in pouertie, and incloſed, that 
you may with -more libertie 


; and puritie of ſpirit , attend , 


to the ſeruice of his dinine 
Majeſtie : we, commending 
in our Lord, your: holy reſo- 
lutions ; doe, out of our fa- 


L.- erly affection, condeſcend 


graciouſly V1 tO your titios 


and pious deſires, and by aus 


_ | thoxitic of his Holinefſe and 


D 2 of 
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of Outs, confirme for yon, | & 
andall thoſe, that ſhal ſicceed 9 _ ; 
you ,iti your'Monafterie,/the } 
me and rwlcof life.,of } _ 
oly ynion and moſtſublime |} 'T' 
pouertie, which the Bleſſed | © 
_ Dather 'S.' Francis; by. word | 
vhto you, -to' be obſerged; | _. 
. ©” "andis; as followeth, -1] © 


by —_— — 


of 8, Clare: D 
ww 3? » » » 


'FORME OF LIEE 


" Of the Poore Sifters of ths 
| B3 _ Order of S. CLARE,” 


| 


TS CHAPT. 

| | Of the promiſe of Obedjence.. 
| 1 HE Rule, and Forms: 
| - TP of life, of the Orderof 


*| the poore Siſters, which Blel- 


[5x S. Francis hath inſtituted, 
al, þ D 3 is 


$ 


73 


lf is C hap- 


The firſt Rule. 
is this: 
mejonad, but 


the 3, Voyvs? ; WT 5 
for the Ordi- Chrift S lining In 3 
gances, 3nd. obedience , With: | 
FLO TON , * -3 £07: I \s 
ipea L Tac. ont pr OPAICAC, and | 
ſtitie. 


ently of the 111 C 
Vovy, vvhich 2, Clare ynwor- | 


the - Siſters -©*. | vj 
make ,- of in- thy Hand-Maid J 


Folure, 248 ;of Chriſt , and lit- | 
tle plant of the moſt Holy | 
Father S. Francis , promiſeth | 
obedience, and reuerence to | 
Pope. Janocent.,. and to. his | 
fucceſſours , lawfully and ca- | 
nonically facceeding, in the 
Church of Rome. ; 
3. And,as in the beginning 

of her conerfion, ſhe, with 


of our'Ford J Tas 


is Chap. 15:his: to, obſerne | je 
ter, nothingis the holy Ghoſpel | +, 


F Fra 


ſhe 
obe 
fac: 


" the 


are 


7 of S. Clare, © 79 
© 1 her ſifters,promi ſed obedience 
1] to the moſt Holy Father-'S. 
7 Francis; ſoe, in hke ſort,doth 
A 7 ſhe promiſe toobſerne the ike 
- | obedience inuiolably ynto his 
d | ſacceſfours. * And Theſe words 
, the other {1ſ{ters are ynderſtogd 


« |} T4 - 4 Of thoſe Mo- 
d a WE aly « & obliged naſteries only , 
aA! to obey the fſuc- which areſub- | 
t | cefſours of Holy *® to the Or 
f © C . - cer, FOr,vyY 
Y | S. Francis , and the 3 het 
h , tO obey alſo,fifter is immediatly 
O | Clare, idall other Wins ons 
TY :ihop,, then, 
iS | Abbeffes, who ca- the Obcdience 
)- | nonically choſen, **7e memrony 
e | {91 7 4 ed, is, by aus 
| 3Bal INCCEC __ choritie of the: 
; Of the Sea Apoltoe. 
O || | f lique,trisferred 
from the. Friar-Minors, and is due 
N | to the Perfon of theLord Biſhop ofthe, 
op || Dioceſe ,, vyherin they live, and'ts 
| his 'Succeſſours, 


'So The fff tle | 
=:Of theExamen, and other thing, 

"20 be obſerued in the Receptio: | 
"of the ſiſters into the Order, 
-  endof their Profeſiion.. | 
£2 We; p in CHAP. 
wow 


. FY bydinine infpiratis, 
Thal preſenther ſelf vnto you,] 
fo imbrace this courſe of life , 
the Abbeſs ſhal be bound to! 
 alke the conſent of all the! 
_ titers; and if the greater part! 
\ TheBiſhop by him FiUe their voice) 
M's ſelf, or his Vicar, [ the licence! 


| 1s: to examen, and _&_.. Tl 
-. Xecelue the nouice of the Lordi 


 <gbuspreſented,as is Cardinal your| | 


© ordained: in the a an 
: ,Council. of _ Trent Protector, 


© . 
4 
. 


ed 


hen any one, moned| 


her 
2. 


i vs the Abbeſs 00ay; receiue 
78: ry 


Jof 'S; Clare. $1 


' When the is. tO be admit- 


| ©, the Abbeſs ſhaldiligently 
| examen her, or cauſe her to.be 


the 
d the 
Sacraments...of; the Church: 
all which , if. ſhe doe. firmly 
belecue , faithfully profeſle, 
and wil ſtidfaftly obſerue to 
the end; then [ if the haue noe 


examined , concerni 


| | buſband, orifhe, [with leane 


| of the Bil hop of his Doe | 
be entred into Religion, an 


| hath made a vow of chaſti- 
| tie; more-ouer if ſhe he not 


BY T9" fell Rule. 
from the obſeruance of this 


: eonrſe of. life] 


; forme of life. 

- 3. And if ſhe be fitt, and| 

willing”, 

Holy: Ghoſpel fhal be fayd| 

vnto her, that ſhe goe, and ſell | 

| This isto be ob- 4/7 ſhe hath, and | 

_ Ferued atthe 4 ie tt 10 obs | | 
Eon; vibe Fore, Which, IF | 

- appointeth Scff!. ſhe can not ' efs | 


35. <ap 16 fect , hey good | 
"0 will ſhal ſatfſe, 

"th 
thal'be'very carefull, nor to 
[inn their th by medling | 


- head, which mighthinder her; 


ſhal be dili-|- 
gent! y declared vnto her, the] 
Contents and tenonr of oue|. 


thoſe words of the | | 


The: Abbeſs and ſiſters | 


with. ; 


Io of- S, Clare; - 83 


| with her temporall. goods to 


the end,ſhe may freely diſpoſe 


| of them; ' according as . our 

| Lord ſhal-inſpire heg,/ im + 

|. 5. Neneriheleſſe,if ſhe here- 

| 1n, doe aſk their counſel, they 
nd| ſhal ſend her toſome diſcreet 
he | - perſon, fearing God; by whoſe 
| direction, her goods maybe 

| diſtributed vnto the poore. ” 


| 6. Then her haire being 
|  cattof ronnd, and her ſecular 

f | habit taken away, the Abbeſs 
« | - ſhal lend her three coates, and 


Þ caule, , 
I i © - (i FR 4 : We 
a _ - 2  G _ . 


. 


one cloake: after which time, 


it is not lawfull for her, to goe 


s | _ out of the Monaſterie.; with« 


*F 
't 


out manifeſt- and profitable 


Ce I en Ir SC EO EI er IE I I 
— 


 thati 
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be receiued,ifrhe 


eriours: iudge © obedience ; 


rfitt, and ther promiſing per- T 
be Noe 1mpedi- Cn. toob-.: b 

erne your mi-- 
out of rhe” Mo- ner of ponertie, . 
naſterie, 23 is or= 11117 forme of life. 
daincd. in | the | 
None ſhal- 
KN 25. cap. 16. receine the vaile; - 


ryv4ſe, 
e be. ſent 


ment z! 


Counci! of Tre 8:. 


dnrir the time of Probation; 


i e fifters may hane- 
ittle cloakes for modeſtie , 
and commoditte-of their ſer-- 


wie, and labour: - 


& 7 > 


ty pronide, that the ſiſters '- 
Sau cloathes ” ay Zou 


TheAbbeſs ſhal diſcreet-- 


7+ The yeare of her proba-- the 
This i isto be vn- tion expired, ſhe x | | 
derftood; that ſhe ſhal be receined.: | 


of $;" Clare: 85: | 


- {the qualitie of the perſons. : 
- frimes, places and'climats, as- ; 
fhe ſhal indge_ their neceſlirie- * 
fto require. - BONO ONO 
411. They, whoarerecemed: : 
_ into the Monaſterie, before - ' 
|{atficient years; haning their: - 
_ [hawre-cuttof, and their ſecu-- 


lar habit taken away. ſhal be- 


|cloathed with ſach cloath, as: 


the Religious; according to - 


. the diſcretionof the Abbeſs ;- 


and when they are come to- 
fart age ;- taking the habit as. 

others doe, they  ſthal make: © 
their probation. We 


12, And the Abbefs., as 


| wel for them, as for other-' 


Nouices , ſhal carefully pro-- 


$6 The frft- Rule 
nide a Miſtreſſe, one. of the 


diſcreeteſt of the Monaſterie,| 


-who is. diligently to inſtrua] 
them in modeſt manners and 
holy conuerſation ; according] 


to the forme of your Pro-| 


feſlion. 


113. The fame manner ſhal| 


be oblſerned in the admittice 


of the fiſters, who ſerue with- 


out the Monaſterie ;. and thoſe £ 


fifters may weare ſhoes. 
14. None may dwell with- 
in the Monaſterie,vnleſſe they 


be received ; according to the| 


_ -forme of your Profetion. 


I5. | doe admoniſh , pray 


and requeſt my ſiſters , that 


For the loue of the moſt Holy, 
5 Io and 


and' ſweer child JESUS, who 
was wrapped in poor Cjoutes, 
and layd iin a crib, and' for 
the loue of his Holy. Mother,. 


that they alwais defire to be 
clad in poore cloathes. . 


Cf: the Divine office y failing, 


Confeſsi0n avd Commmion::.' 
JH CHAPT.., * 


\- 2 read, when they may 
have brewiaries, fhal ſay'the 


dinine office , according to 


the cuſtome of the Friar-Mi« 
nors; reading it without ſong: 
and they, who ſometimes, for 
fome reaſonableimpediment; 


arc 
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are hindred fro reading their 


office, may lay Pater noiters 


in lieu therof, as other tiſters| 


doe; who: cannot read.. 

2. Thoſe ſiſters, who can not 
read, ſhal ſay 24. Pater nofters 
for Matines, 5. Oe Laudes, for 


Prime, Tierce, Sexte, and None, 
for each:of them 7. For even-- 


Jong 12; for Compline 7 


For. the: Emenſone of the 
; Oy they ſhal ſay alſo -7, Pa- 
'zer noſters with Requiem -ater-- 
nam; for the Matines 12, The' 
Gaſters, who can-reade ,. are 


bound to recite the. office of 
the dead; 


"oh When any filter of the 
N__—_ is _—__ 


w—_ _ 


EPR TYNE 6-8: 


aw ſq Av -- 


wy ls 1d. 


"of 8. Clare. 8& 
life, the fiſters ſhal ſay 50. 


Pater noters for her foule: - 


'The lifters ſhal alwais. 
faſt; but on the Natiuitie of 
our' Lord, they. may make 
two refe&ions, vpon what 


day ſoener it hapneth. With: 
the young , weake, and thoſe 


who ſerne whithout the Mo . 
naſterie , the Abbeſs may 


 charitably diſpeaſe ; whenſhe 


thinketh good ; but 'in time 
of manifeſt neceſſitie, the fi- 
ters are not obliged to COr- 


' poral mts 3 
' 6, They ſhal confeſle, W7Y 


licence * the Abbels, at. the 


" leaſt 12. times in the yeare,, 
on then, lett them take cate, 


that: 


= 


gs The fr Rule 
that they mingle not .aty 


words, which. appertaine not 
to. Confeſſion , or the good of 


their ſoules. - Se lict 
7. Theyſhal reccine.the H; 


Sacrament of the altar ſcaue 
times in the: yeare, as on the 
Nattuitie of our Lord , on 


Maunday thurſday,Eaſterday, 
Whittſonday, the Aſſumptio 
of the Blefled Virgin Marie , 
S. Francis his day , and vpon 
the feaſt of all ſaints. 
8. The Chaplaine may ce- 


lebrate within the Monaſte- | 
rie, for communicating of the 


| Tn 


of the 


af .S; Clargs 9 


of che Eleition of the Abbeſs, 


JU. CHAPT. 


1. F:N the Election. of the 
:-& Abbeſs, the fiſters ate 
erue the Ca tron of Grego® 
nonical forme. 6 the 5; vol 
"IHE. OD .. have the Bilbop, 
2. : Lett | them or his Vicar to 
procure: to. haue be picſentat eds | 
"AFR ] AF; Election, of the 
the General Mi- C02" hed if 
nifter ,. or: _ the the Siſters be va. 


- Prouincialof the dcr the goucrn= 


4 . ment of the ſayd” 
Fr 1ar- Mmors '' 5 Biſbop' they ate 
who:;; with-:the-in Limbs £0 ACy 
I .L ml QJuaint, him, Or 

thal exhort the kniovw his will 
to concord and 4nd leafure; con- 
ON  cerningihefuture: 


H2 The fr Rule 
vnion, and to ſeek the cons 
mon” g0od' in; the eleQion;\" 


3. Noneſhal be choſen, who 


1s not Profefſed, or if ſuch an 


onewere clioſen., orotherwiſe 


giuen far Abbeſs, they ſhal 
not obey her, valed ſhe firſt 


vaw toobſerue the forme of” 


their Ponertie. 


the election of an other that 

be made..  -* 

5. JE at.any* time, it ſhal 

| ſeeme: to the communitie ; 
that the: Abbeſs:eleaed; be 


not ſufficient for: the ſeruiſe | 
of the: liſters, and the comon' 


good ; the fayd ſiſters are: 
ge to \ meſs an Other, as 
ſpee= 


4- When. the Abbeſs dyeth,, 


.. of 18. Clart;. 9 ; 
ſpeedely as they can; accord- 
ing to the forme afore-ſ: ayd, 
_ Lett her , who is elected; 

and conſider , what 4 
mh ſhe hath taken vpon 
her, and to whom ſhe muſt 


maular an account of tkeflock 
committed: vnto her. i Lert 


her: ftriue:to 'be- ſaperiour 
in vertues ., and to exceed 


others in holy manners, rather 


ther in office; to-the end; the 
ſiſters, moued by herexample, 
may obey her, more for lone, 


' then feare. 


7. Lett her. baniſh all parti- 
cular. affections , leaſt 
cularitie/breed ſcandalltothe 
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8. Letr her be the comfort 
and laſt refuge tothe afflicted, 

leaſt the weak, wanting relief 
by her meanes, may chace to 
be overcome, by the ſadneſs 
of deſpaire. z 

9. ' She ſhal follow: the Cams 
munitie in - all things , : eſpe- 
cially in the Church ;dormi- 
torie, refectorie ans infir- 
marie: as alſo in her attire , 


the which; her U:careſs 1s alſo 


obliged 70 obſerne;' fl 
x6. . 'The Abbeſs ſhal afſem- 


ble the ſiſters to Chapter, at | 


the leaſt, once a weeke;z wher, 
ſhe - and the. other Gers:are 
bumbly. to: acknowledge all 


their publique offences; and | : 


negligences, Lt. 


ST 3 
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11,: Lett her ther conferr 
with all her fiſters, of thoſe 
things, which are to be treated 


of, for the good and decencie 


of the Monaſfterie ; for itoften 


happeneth,that God reuealeth 
vato the leaſt, what 1s beſt to 
be done. | 
12, Noe great debts ſhal be 
contracted, or made, without 


manifeſt neceſlitie and com- 


mon coſent of the ſiſters, and 
that, by meanes of their Pro- 
CUTrAtour. TT 


13. Lett the Abbeſs, with 
her ſiſters, take care, that they - 
xeccine , nor keep any thing 


for others, within the Mona- 


ſterie; for,oftentimes,by theſe 


F 
o 
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<4: 
IS 


.g6 The fir” Rnle I 
Meanes , arifeth trouble and 8 
14. For the. better conſeru- 
ing ofmutual peace and vnio, 
all the officers of the Mona- 
ſteric ſhalt be choſen by com- | 7, 
mon-conſent of all the fiſters; Þ- _ 
T5. They ſhal chuſe, in hike o 
manner, at the leaſt ,-eight 
ſiſters of the diſcreeter, whoſe | 

2 

c 

I 


counſel the Abbeſs is bound F 
to vie, in what concernes 

their forme. of life. 
16. The fiſters may , and it 
ought ſometimes to change # a 
_ the officers and diſcreets,} $ 
and chulſe others in their pla» Þ 44 
-ces', when they ſhalvindgevirt} +4. 
expedient and profitable. ' Þ +£ 
BIN | the of for : $ 


' 
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| Of filence, and of the mane. 


of ſpeaking at the Grate © 
Nd ſpeakehouſe, 


U. CHAPT. 


| i, JJ" HE ſiſters ſhal keep 


filece from the howre 


of Compline, watil Tierce; thoſe 
excepted, who ſerue without 
the Monaſterie. 


2, They ſhal ener keep fi 
lence tn the Church and dor« 


mitorie; but in the refecorie, 
in ' time of refection only. 
And it is always lawfull forthe 
ſiſters, to ſpeake diſcreetly in 
the infirmarie, for the atten 
. dance and recreation of the 
4 'facke, n | 


'B 3. The 


MR, 
oY 


2. 


L 
* 
; 
Ly 


_.. and hearing of two ſiſters, | 
'5. None fſhal prefume to | 
,.come to the yrate, vnleſs. 
: three, at leaſt » appointed by 
_.the Abbeſs,or Vicareſs be pre- | 
ſent, of the number. of thoſe | 
_ Diſcxeer, who are choſen by 


-* 
- » 
CRETE 
' « 
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©3. . The ſiſters may neuerthe- © 
 {effe, at all times and places, * 
ſpeake breifly, and with a low |. 
. Yoice, of things requiſite and | 
. heceſſarie. | k 
"& {Jt is not lawfull for the 
_ tiſters to ſpeake at the grate, | 
- or ſpeak-houſe, without 1icece 
*of the Abbeſs, 'or Uicareſs ; | 
-and they, who with leaue, ſhal | 
—Ipeake at the ſpeake-houſe, | 
c Jhal not doe it, but in reſence | 


"TS. 
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” all the ſiſters, for the Coun 


ſell of the Abbeſs. 

6. The Abbeſs and Vica- 
rels, as neer as they can, are 
bound to obſcrue this manner 
of ſpeaking; which, at the 
grate, ſhal be very ſeldome ; . 
but atthe gate , ſhal neuer be 

rmitted. 
7. They ſhal hang a cloath 


| within the grate, which ſhall 


not te drawn but in time of 
aſermon, or whilſt they ipeak 


ynto others, 7 
8. Ther thal be, within the 
_ grate,adore of wood, ſtregth 
cd. with rwo locks and bo 
_ of iron, which ſhal. be Jock; 
: principally, i in the night: time, 


E 2 with 
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with two keys; one of which 
the Abbelſs ſhal keep, and the 
facriſtan the other. 

9. The fſayd dorec is alwais 
to remaine ſhntt; except in 
time of reading the dinine of- 
| fice, or for the cauſes abone 
mentioned. - 
10. None may ſpeake, atthe 
Pas , ln what ſort ſoeuer, 


Ne COT, 4 COIN 


fore _ the refing, or after | 


the ſetting of the ſunne. 


ſhal alwais be a cloath within, | 


which ſhal nener be taken of. | 
'12. Noe ſiſters may ſpeak, | 
art the ſpeak-houſe, within S. | 


Martin's Lent , nor within the | 
*great Lenr, bat only to the } 
po Prieft, | 


> RL SH Tt _— 
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Prieſt, for cauſe of Confeſſis, 
or for other manifeſt neceſſi- 
tie, which ſhal be reſerned to 
the diſcretion of the AD 
or Vicarels. 


That the ſiſters may not receiue 
_ poſſeſcions , by. them ſelues,. 
or by any perſon interpoſed. 


" "LP C HAP T: 
| Fter that the heanenly 


Father had vonchſat- 
ed, through his dinine grace, 


* . 
PF " 
EY , 


| .to illuminate my heart in ſuck 


1 


ſort, * that by the 
example and doc- TV 
trine of our Holy, been. added, 


ather S, Francis , fince the: 
Þ Es x L—th..94 


EF rancis BY 
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J. began to doe pennance, a. 


fine after tis commerfion ; | ** 
J, with my ſiſters,did willimgly . eh 


promite obedience vnto him. | xx 


2. The Holy Father pers. : m 
ceiuing, that we feared noe | 
pouertie, labour, tribulation, ! ,,, 
vilitie, or contempt of this |! a4 
world, bat that we eſteemed | 4 


theſc , 25.great delights, he, | 
moued with pietie, wrote vnto. | 
vs a forme of life , in this. 
AnextraRt of a INAnner. |-- $2 
letter vyhichs.. 3, Conſidering, . | 4. 
ages ripe love * that through the || 6. 
and her com- inſpiratio of God, j- wh 
p:?5n100% you haue made | 
your ſelnes Daughters, and Jp. 


y 


Hand-maids tothe moſt high, *' 


= 
I 
ex] 
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of S, Clare,” aj 
and ſfoncreigne**King the. 
heanenly Father , and baue_ 
eſpouſed. your ſelues to rhe 
Holy Ghoſpel , | wil and pro> 
miſe by my ſelf; 'and my Bro- 
thers, to haue alwaisa ſpecial 
and diligent care ouef you's 
as ouer them. Rb 
4. "The which, whilſthe lined; 
he diligently performed, and- 
willed; it ſhould 'be allways 
obſerued by his Brothers.” © 
5. And, to the end, that we 
thould in noe time, decline. 
from the moſt holy pouertie,.. 
which we: hatembraced, nor” 
thoſe who ſhould ſucceed vs, 
he wrote vnto vs his laſt will; 


: alittle before his death;faying;- 


E 4. 6, þ 
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6. }], Brother Francis, 
being POOTC; * wil 
extract of an follow the lifeand. 


+ This is an 


other letter , pouertie of onr 


-vwyhich S. Fri | mw 
cis vyrote,, a moſt louerei | 


lietle ” before Lord JeſasChritt,, 
his death.,, and of his moſt 


holyMother,and wil perſeauer 


inthe ſame, vnto the end. And. 
} beſeech and counſel you all, 
my deare fiſters , that you 
live perpetually, in this moſt 
holy life and pouertie : and 


be carefull, that you neuer: | 


depart from the ſame puuer- 


tie, through the teaching , or 


counlel of any. 
7. And, as ] have always 


been ſolicitous, togeather | 


with 


4 
T4 
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of S$. Clare; oy 
with my lifters , $. Clare expreſſ= 
to obſerue the {1 her ardent 
holy pouertie , zeale and deſire 


which we haue, *f mol fublime 
romiſed toGod, yy 
and Holy S.Fra-- RO | 
cis; ir like manner, all the 
Abbefles,that ſhal ſucceed me 
in the office,and all the fiſters, 
are bound- inuiolably to ob« 
ferue it vnto the end. Towitt, 
not to receiue poſſeſſions, or 
hane proprietie, either by the« 
ſelues , or any perſon. inter= 
poſed,nor any thing, that may 
wrightly be called proprietie ; 
except a little ground, which 
neceflitie doth require for de- 
cencie , and repairing of the- 


CC Ee EO ES Seen en GEE Ee EI rn Eo e__—— 


"common 900d of the Mona- 
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Monaſterie; and this ground * 
may not be cultinated other- 4 ſon 
wiſe, then as a garden for the 7 ſpit 
vie of the. Hlters. ! not 


7 he manner to be hferued? by | no! 
the fifters,, in their mes | 2. 
anal Work's. a So 
UJJ. CHAPT. ; | 
* HE fiſters,on whonr. | wr 
God hath beſtowed* | 3+ 
Tui of working , ſhat || it 
EE them ſehaes futhfully 1 
deuoutly , after Tierce, | Et 
_ all ſuch work's, as apper- | 
raine to the decen cie and 


bs. Jo! uch tort, thatbork | ©: 
idle 1 
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jdleneſs , the enemie to the - 
ſoule, be expelled , and the: 
ſpirit of holy prayer and des 


{ notion ,. whervnto - all-tems* 
| poral things are referred, be 


not extinguiſhed... 


! 2. . The liſters ſhal be band 


| | in preſence of all, to declare 


E 


Se Eds abs - i - »- I 
s 4 


| in Chapter, to the Abbels,'or 
| Vicareſs,that which they baue 
! wrought with-their hands. .. 
| 3. Thehkeſhal beobſerued, 
| if any. ſend almes for the ne- 


. | ceflitie of the ſiſters; to the 


{ end, that in common, the 
 ] may recomend them to God, 
| And they ſhal be all. diſtris 
7 buted by the Abbels, or Vi- 


careſs, with the counſel of rhe 
it. E6 Dl. 


I IO Ae ne 
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Diſcreet, for the good of the 


Commnnitie. 

Fhat the hers [hal uot appro-- 

priate any thing to them ſelues,: 
and of the ſick ſiſters.. 


. UJJJ. EHAPT.. 


F, T*HE. fiſters ſhal nor- 


< 
. 4 


q ropriate any thing 
to them.ſelnes, neither houſe. 
place., or other-thing ; but, as. 


pilgrims"and-ſtrangers' in this. 
world, ſerue our Lord'inpo-- 


nertie and- humilitie- 


2. Lettthem ſend foralmes 
with cofidence: neither oughr | 
they to be aſhamed therof ; 
ſeeing our Lord,made _ 

RIS! 3 > alf | 
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'S; Clare, © 7 
ſelf 5. in this world, T 
lone of vs. 

3- Thisis the height of _ | 
ſublime ponertie;, Which hath 
placed you [ my moſt _ 
beloned fifters ] heires , -an 

queen's of the Kingdome of- 
heanen;; 'making you poore 
in temporal commodities, and' 
exalting'you high in vertue.. 
Lett this be your portion , a 
which doth lead you- into the* 
land of the lining ; vnto which- 
{dearly beloued liſters] wholy 
adhering , for the name of our 
Lord JESUS Chriſt, doe 
you nener; at any tine, poſſeſs 
other thing-vnder heanen. .* 

4 Jt ſha] aot be lawfull for 
| E.7 any. 


rro The fort Rale 
any ſiſters ro ſend letters, or, 
to receiue, or giue any thing,! 
out. of the. Monaſterie, with-. | he) 
out licence of the Abbefs; nor. | cei 
to haue. any thing ,- which is- | to 
not giuen, or permitted. her, | int 


And if any thing be ſent; | ac 
toany fiſter from her Parents, | of 
or from any. other perſon., the. | m 


Abbeſs may grant it her, and || Þe 
[if need] the niay makevie; } ſe 
of it; if. not,.the. Abbeſs in {11 
Charitic ,. may diſpoſe of it ,. ſe 
to. relieue the wantes. of an di 
other that needs; Jf mony,be I” 
ſent vato any, one. lett the 7 

y 

ſi 


Abbeſs, with counſel of the 
' Diſcreet, prouide her of ne-. | 
alſacics = ; 6, The 


vv 


of $. Clare... I'vyY 
6.' The Abbeſs is: {trictly 
bound, to inquire carefully by 
her ſelf, or others , the ne- 
ceſſitie of the ſick ſiſters, and 
to prouide, as wel; whar theip: 

infirmitie requireth im diet ;: 

as other things requiſite; and;. 

according to: the. poſhbilitie: 

of the place”, charitably and 
mercifully- to rehene them; 

becauſe all are: obliged to- 

ſerue-and aſfift their infirme - 
fiſters, enen as they would be - 
ferned', if them ſelnes were - 
detained- with any like. infir- - 
me - EXZPY . 
7. Lettthemdeclare freely, 
one'to the other , their necef- 
litic :: $or It : A: true mother. 


; .doth. 


FP. [4 
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doth lone and nouriſh the 
child of her wombe, with how 
mach greater diligence and 
care, onght a ſiſter to Joue 
and cheriſh her | piritual fiſter, 
8. The fick ſhal lye vpon 
beds of chaff, and haue vuder 
their heads pillowes of fea- 


thers. Thoſe who haue need, 


may vie ſocks and quilts. 


9. The faid fick, when they 


are viſited * 
xTo enter the re yilite by 


Cloiſter to viſit thoſe, who Enter. 


the ſick, is for- the Monaſte- 
 bidden. by the 
Council of Trent: 


_ pagan and edificatiue 
words. But the other fiſters, 


rie, may anſwer 
excepting the | brieflyynto the; 


ehoſtly -. Fathers {peaking good. 


who. 


of $. Clare. 13 
who with leane are preſent , 
{hal not ſpeak vnto thoſe, that 
enter the Monaſterie, except 
in preſence and hearing of 
two Diſcreets , appointed by 
the Abbeſs , or Uicareſ&; who 
are bound themſelues to' ob- 
ſerne the ſame manner of 


ſpeaking.. 


Of pennance to be enioyned the 
foſters that offend : and the 
manner of dealing, out of 
the Monaiterie. 


JX.. CHAPT. 


-] F any ſiſter, by inſtiga- 
tion of the Enemie,doth 
ſinne mortally, againſt the 
-4 forme 


r14 The firſt Rule : AO” 
ſome of your Profeſſion, and ſhal | 
being twice or thrice admo- PSF) 
niſhed therof, by the Abbeſs, |{<2<© 
or other ſiſters, doth nor |P*I 
amend ;as many days; as the |? th 
hath continued obſtinate and I 
contumacious, ſoe many {hab ; 
the ; fitting vpon the ground |X * 
inthe refectorie, in preſence Ica" 
of all the ſiſters, haue only. lett 
bread and water,and-vndergoe. fion 
Oe pennance, if it ſhal Gor 
ceme good to the Abbeſs. of 
During her obſtinacie and co- be 
twmacaie , lett prayer be made on. 
to God, that it may pleaſe. bu 
bim-, to illuminate her heart ſhe 
ro pennance. PLD... 
2. The Abbeſs and ifters by 


of S. Clare. ri5: 


[ſhal be carefull not 'to be: 
-ſangry , or troubled atthe of-. 
[fences of any : for, anger and - 
-[pertubation hindretn charitie,.. 


im themſclues and others. ---- 

,  - Jf it happen which God. 
IE }that ther ariſe in-word, 
or fiyae , any contention,-or 
fca:dal, between the fiſters, : 
lett her , who gaue the occas 
fion , before ſhe offer -vato 
God rhe ſacrifice of prayer, 
proitrate herſelf immediatly 
before: the others feet, not 
only aſking pardon, bur alſo, 
bumbly intreating her , that 
ſhe would interceed vnro our 
Lord, that it would- pleaſe 
him to forgiue her. CFD 
2 4. Lett 


_—— 
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Lett the © other- then, 
mi 6fall of the words of our 


I 7 


faniour, who faith [ v»leſs youl 


forgine with your Whole heart , 
neither Wil your heauenly Father 
forgine you ] freely forgiue her | 
ſter the iniurie committed 
againſt her. 
5. Lettthe fifters,who ſerue 
without the Monaſterie ,-re-- 
maine noe longer abroad, the 
manifeſt neceffitic doth re- 
quire.. 
6. Lett their gate be mo- 
deſt, their {| peech little, to the 
end, that thoſe who ſee them; 
may -be alwais edified.. They 
{hal take great care, that they 
| my noe : fboſted or 913d 


i —_ 


of S. Clare. I19 
liar compagnie with any one ; 


and for the auoyding all oc- 


caſion of perturbation and 
ſcandall,which may ariſe,they 


{hal not be God-Mothers vato 
atiy ones child, © te 7: 


7, They ſhal not preſume 
to relate, in. the Monaſterie, 
any news heard froin abroad, 
nor declare avroad any thing 
done, or fayd in the Mona- 
ſterie, through which, any 


ſcandall -might ariſe, And'if 


any”, in either of theſe offend 
indiſcreetly , lett it be left 
vnto the Abbefles prudence, 
and charitie to correct her; 


bur if--ſhe - tranſgreſs out of 


vitious cuſtome, the Abbeſs, 
with 


"218 The frft Rule _ 
-with counſel of her Diſcreet, 
- hal enioyne her a pennance, 


_ according to the qualitie off 


' the- fault: 


-Of the admeniſhment and vil 


* frration of the ſofters, © 
XX CHATT. 


4 and-admoniſh her fi- 
ſters, and humbly and chari- 


 tably correct them; not'com- | 


. manding any thing contrarie 


40 their ſoules good, and | 
"againſt the forme of your |: 


©. Profeſſion, TO 17 
2,2 Letr the ſiſters, who are 
ſubiect, be mindfull, that for 


the | 


the loue of God, they have 
xenounced their owne will- 
whence they are firmly bound 
to obey their Abbeſs, in all 


miſed to obſerue, andarenot 


: ynto all rhe ſiſters. 


| my ſiſters in Chriſt JESUS - | | 
_ our Lord, that they anoyde 
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things, that they : lane pro- | 


contrarie vnto your Profeſſio, 
The Abbeſs ſhal be foe 
Hamiliar and cidid with them , 
that they may ſpeak-and deale | | 
with her , 2s the Miſtreſſes | 
with their Maids: for ; the 
Abbeſs ought to be ſeruant 


exhort and admoniſh 


all it ride, vaine glorie, enuie 
conerouſhe Ty that they 
| y 
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fly care and folicitude of the 
world, detraction, murmura- 
tion, and diſſenſion. 

5. Letr themalwais be ſol 
licitons to conſerue the vnion 
of charitie , which is the bond 
of perfection. 'They, that can 


not read , lett them not be | 
 ſolicitous to learne, but con- | 
ſider, that aboue all rhings, | 
they ought to endeauour, to | 
-obtaine the ſpirit ofour Lord, 


and the holy operatio therof; 
and alwais to pray vnto our 
Lord, with a pure heart, to 


have hnmilitie and patience 


in tribulation -and fickneſſe, 


to loue thoſe, who reprehend | 
and perlecute them, For, onr 


Lord 


| 


Riv OV MRv T9 


ban 1-4 


Qu 


of 5, Clare,” 


Lord faith, Bleſſed are they, who 


ſuffer perſecution for Tuſffice ;; 


for theirs & the Kingdome of 


heauen:; but they , Who perſener 
onto the end, ſhal be ſaned, 


| of the dutic of the Portreſs, 


X]. CHAPT. 


| I; He Portreſs ſhal be 


of conuenient age , 
diſcreet and of mature man« 
ners; ſhe ſhal keep her reſfideſe 


in the day time, in an open 


Cell, without a doore; hauing 
a fitr companion aſligned her ; 
who, as need requireth, may 


| 1nall things, ſupply her office. 
2, The gate opening inthe 


EF mid- 


———— — 
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middle, ſhal be wel guarded 
with two ſtrong rok , and 
divers iron barrs and bolts , 


Jc ſhal be locked, principally, 


at night, with two keyes; the 
one wherot, ſhal be kept by 
the Portreſs , and the other by 
the Abbeſs. Jn the day , it ſhal 
not be left open, but always 
remain locked with one keye, 
and they ſhal take diligent 
care and procure,that it neuer 
ſtand open , Joe necr as may 

4 be. They ſhal not 
arermns* open the gate vnto 
given, by the thoſe, 


Popes, haue - 

ſince, been ccalled, by many Apoſoli= 

cal Conſtitutions ; ſore that, it is noe 

more permitted to any perſon of yyhat= 

foxyer are or conditiop; to enter = 
FP | tae 


nent ant of 


<a wo fd od wb Wk for WW Tad 


of $, Clare. roy - 
-the houſe, by vertue of the lay'd per- 
miſſions. Sce the Council of Trent, (el. 
25. Cap. 5, | 


thoſe, who would enter , 
vnleſſe licence be granted by 
the Popes Holinetle, or the 
lord Cardinal Protector. 

3. The ſiſters ſhal not per- 
mit any to enter the Mona= 
ſterie, before the ryſing of the 
ſunne, neither ſhal they per- 
mit aay to remaine with-in 
the Monaſterie, after ſanne 
ſett ; valeſſe manifeſt, reaſo- 
nable and ineuitable cauſe 
require 1t. 

Jf any Biſhop hane leane 
to celebrat Maſe within the 
Monalterie , either for the 

F2 bene: 
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1f- any® ne * benediCtio of the 


Wy _ Abbels, or to con- 
the Monaltce ; : 
ric ,vvith Pp CI. ſecrate any Relt- 


miſſion ,, as 'FIOUs , of for any | 
-other-very impor- | 
to. obſerue,, fat affaire, he thal, | 
yyhat the at that time, be * 


aforelayd, he 
is punQually 


Council 'of - 
Ti# appoine-. COLeNt Witha very 


«thin theſefſ: few: followers-and- © 


og: AAR. ſeruants,and thoſe, 
who are of the: 

grauer ſort, 

5» Andwhen need requires, 

that any enter into the Mo- 


naſterie;, fer todoe any work, | 
the Abtefle ſhal carefully ap- | 


inti one-at the gate , who 
thal lett only thoſe enter, who 
are appointed, And lett the 
vny61901 $9 liſters 
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| ſiſters take care, that they'be 
not then ſeen by thoſe ,.who 
enter: the Monaſterie.. 


of the Viſitor- and Chaplain: 


X14. CHASSIS. 
1. ett your Viſitor. be 
JS , alwais of the Order 
.. | of Friar-Minors according to 
" ? the wil and commandment 
of your Cardinal; « The chapter 


and lett him be fpeaketh of the 

ſuch Silters , vyho be 

= ſubiectvnto Re- 

eiilars : yyho, 

notvvithſtanding , muſt be viſited by 

) the Biſhop in matters concerning Inclo- 

> | _ ſire* They that be ſubie@ to the Bi- 
) 


ſhop, mult be viſited by: him ,. or his 
Vicar, as vvel in vvhat concernetir]n- 
cloſure, as in yvhat belongeth.to. dilci= 
pline and obferuance, 


726 
fach an one, whoſe modeſtie' | L 
ard vehaniour is experienced: | 
whoſe office is to reforme, * 
as wel in the head, asin the : 
members, the exceſſes com- : 
mitted againſt the forme of 


The firſt Rule 


your Proteſhion. 


2. Who, being in an open | 
place, to the end, that hemay 
ſeen by others , may ſpeak. 


both vnto all, and vnio each 
in particular , of thoſe things, 


which apperraine to the office | 
of Uifitor, and according as it | 
{hal ſeeme expedict vato him. | 
' 3. Werequire the 


fauour of the ſame 


FOI . treatie and 
haritic of Or orion. 
O 


Theſe vvords | 
are added, by | 
Order,through the vvay of in- : 


: 


of S. Clave. 127 


Ie | Lord, and Bleſſed S. Francis, 
: | to haue a Chaplain, who 15a 
| Prieſt , with a COMpanion 
| of good fame and diſcreet, as 


Oo 


| alſo rwo lay Brothers, ofholy 


connerſation, and. louers of 
modeftie, to aſſt vs, in our 


| ponertie,, as we mercifully 


hane had hitherto ,. of the 


 -Friar-Minors.,. 


4. The Chaplain may not 
enter into' the Conuent with- 
out his companion ;. and en- 
tring, they ſhal be in an open 
place , that they may be ſeen 
by each other, as alſo by the 
fifters, 

5. They may enter to hear 
the confeſſions of the lick, 
F4 that 
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that can not goe ynto the} Prot 
os to giue them the Bleſ-} Ref 


ed Sacrament and extremes gin: 


 Unction ; and to read the re} Chi 


F, ETLEE® commendation? ord 
ince the Counct h %} 
of Trent, noe one of the ſoule wy the 
,may- enter» the But to celebrate! nox 
Monalterie , but the ſacrifice of} yn 
vvith expreſſe 4 

Jeaue ofthe Lorg Mafle, to rea | hol 


rg fp the office of the ;jn 
ald, and In. nee me = 7 _ 
ceſſarie occaſios. dead, ad to digg 1 Mc 


 $ee, the Council open » Or PÞTICc- , pO 
of Trent. {&{, Pare the graue 1 ov 
25. chapt 5, 

' may enter alſo} an 
Other ſufficient fitt perſons; | H 
according to the diſcretion of } ye 
the Abbelſs. 191 
6. Further more, the ſiſters } tþ 
are bound to haue for their } q 
Pro- 1 


WI 
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the | Protector , Gouernour | and 
lef- Reformer, one of the Car- 
meg dinals of the holy. Raman 
| - Church, the 1: ame that {hal be 
10N9 ordained by our. H :: Father 
- *! the Pope, for the Friars-Mi- 
ate! nors; thatbeing alwaisfubiect 
of | vader: the feet of 'the ſame 
ad; holy Roman Church, ſtedfaſt 
he in the Catholique Faith , we 
93) may ener. obſerue the holy 
'C-, pouertie ,- and | hunnlitie of 
e,] our Lord JESUS CHRIST, 
fo | and his Holy Mother, and the 
5; | Holy Ghoſpe), which we hane 
of 1 vow'd. Amen. Dated at Peru- 
1 gia, the {rxt'-of ſeptember, 
rs } the tenth'yeare of the Pope- 
it | dome-of our H*- Father fo- 
© F. 5 nocent 


+8 
* 


© 230 
- nocent-the fourth, 


| cull 
_ of Confirmation,.or by raſh 


- contradict it. The which | 

. anyone preſume to doe ; lett 
. him know: , that he do 
. Incure- the indignation Fr 


The " Role 


\- Herfors ; lett- not any 
rſon violate, or diſan 
Ss: our levbor; or Bu 


and remerarious boldneſle ; 


, ) 


; 
24 
5# 
bY , 
+ ; | | 


| Here endeth the Rule of thi s. 
© Poore fiſters, and follows || 
eth the remainder of | yrs 
the Popes Bull for dc 
the Confirmation: 
of 1 rhe ſame... r 
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} | Almightie God, and of his 
3 holy Apoltles S. Peter, and 
Da S. Paul 
«| Dated at Aſſifium , the 
* | ninth day of Auguſt:, the 
| <lenenth yeare of. our re: 
| dome, 


Laus Deo, Beata Mari- 
ſemper Virgin , Beato 
Franciſco, atque- 
Beate Clare. 
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— 
mm. 


his mercie, and owe you his: # 
WALES Peace: | 


_ HERE BEGINNETH: wi 

i - oOB:ROEY.. 1 
MOTHER S. CLARF'S: | of 
BENEDICT 1oON| 
Unto her ſiſters preſent: | 

Fl | 'f 
and to COme.. pl 

In the name of the Father S. Þ 
and of the ſonne, and. fit 

of the Holy Ghoſt. be 

—_— 5 Do. 

| | | -te 

| Y Deerly beloned fi-.! M 

| ters , our Lord giue-| A 
you his holy BenediCtion, and | th 
 behould you with the eye of | F: 
th 
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Peace : as alſo -vnto all thoſe, 
who ſhat enter and perſener- 
in this our Cloyſter. and iMo-- 


| naſterie ; and vnto: all 'other. 


: | of the: Order; .who {hal per- 
{ ſeuer vnto the end, in-this 
| holy Ponertie.. J Clare, ſerair. 


| -of JESUS Chriſt:, and little 
{ plant of onr holy Father.S. 


| Francis ,.your Mother ', and. 


fifter, although vaworthy} doe : 


beſeech our Lord JESUS; 
 Chrift, thar through the in« 


terceſſion of his ' moſt. holy 
Mother, of the holy Arch-- 
Angel S. Michael, and of all 


.} the holy Angels, of our holy 
 - Father S. Francis, and of all 


734 
.tim','to give and confirmg tua 
_ +1n you. this Benediction , 11 
_ heanen and 'in- earth. Jn earth, 
| by multiplying in you, gracey| - 
and verrues, - m his militan 


The Bepediftion 


Church.amoneoſt his ſeruanrs: 


Jn heanen, in his Church] 
triumphant ,. eleuating you]. 
among his Saints, ] gine you} 
my Benediction in _ my lfe | 
and after my death, in all} 
that ]amable, and more then} 
] am able, with all the Blef+ - 


fings, wherwith the Father 


of mercies hath, or ſhal blefle} . 
his ſpiritual children, both in) 
heauen and earth;or wherwith} 
| the ſpiritual Mother, doth, or 


A 


_ thal be abletobleſicher fa 


lou 


: AL 
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md tual Childre, Amen. Be alwais. 
in} louers of God, of your:{oules. 
th]. andofyour liſters: be care- 
es. fall ro keep that; which 


in you haue vowed, And. 
ts: our Lord be alwais. 
ch] with you-,. and 
ou] you with hit, 
ou --: _- Amen.. 
all| 
en! 
er CN ; 
= DF 

YN 


- Ir —rn en 4 
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wo; T7 he Epiſtle of 


"An Epiſtle of the moſt Rene- 
. rend Father in God Ladiſlans, 
Lord Riſhop 
To the Rener.. Mother Avbcſs 


and Religions of the order of 


S. Clare, 68-Grangling. | 


ee < wu ens leeway at A hoe, 


Health in him;Wwho & the ſbouſe - 


of: Virgins , our Lord 
TESV'S CHRIST. . 


A S:it hath a"cheef place 


in our. Paſtoral ſolici- 


tude, to dire&t:and aduance. 
thoſe happie - ſoules ,. who. 


deſpyling the vanities of the 


world , endeanour to attend | : 


to. themiblacs and God, -in 


of S. Omers Oc. 


"» 


| 
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the Enangelical pertectionof 
a Religious ſtate : foe 1s It 
our ſpecial dutie, to open our 
Fatherly boſome of charitie 


towards you [ my Deareſt 


Daughters in Chrift ] whom, 
the rightthand of God, /eading 


out of Az ypt , & the houſe of 
bondage , hath condudted ouer 


thered ſeainto the land of Pro- 


miſe exod. 20. Deutor. 8. and 
ſate haven of Religion : which 
doth not only gine vs inſt oc- 
cation, 70 bleſſe aur Lord of 
Heauen-,. for hauing ſhiv'red 
his Mercies on you, Tobie 12. 


| butdoth increaſe our joy, and 
| add new glorie, to ſee you, 
; though poore and: humble, 


Jet. 
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yet to line vna»imons in the 
houſe of God , fernent in ſpirit, 
hauing nothing and poſſeſsing 
all things AQ. 3. 2. Rom. 13. 
2. ad Corint : 6. This Zeale of 
fublime Ponertie, and higheſt 
Pertetion was the motiue; 
why you humbly requeſted 
of the ſea Apoſtolique, to 
have your Conſtitutions, 
[ which your ſelues had ga- 
thered out of thoſe of Bleſied 
faint Collett ] regewed and 
_ confirmed, without any con- 
fiderable change, ſave only, 
in ſome tew points, therby to 
make them: more conforma- 


ble to the ſacred Canons, and} 
the Holy Council of Trent;} 
7” and , | 


the L. B. of S. Omers. 159 


| and which your fſelnes by 


long vie, had laudably practi 
ed; yet, in leſs pertection, [ as 
you imagined | till they were 
authorif'd and warranted by 
the Oracle: of truth Chriſt's 
Vicar ypon earth. Wherypon, 
his Holinefſe Pope Alexander 
the 7. inclining vnto- your 
requeſts, hath been-graciouſly 
pleaſed , out of his Fatherly 
loue towards you, to cofirme, 
approue and. command them 
hence forth, inniolably to be 
oblerued by you, as appear's 
in his Breue ſent vnto you ,. 
bearing date, the 10, of March 


| 1663, in the 8, yeare of his . 
| Popedome, 


The: . 


ly examin'd them, haue ſign 


&» et ys oy wg ore rr 
' 


God. ad Galatas 6. 
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The which ſayd Conſtirnl* 
tions, Wee allſoe, haning dil 
gently ponder'd, and mature 


ed with our hand and ſeale: 1th 
ordaining them to be printed 
and hence forth, to be inuic 
lably obſerned by you and. 
your ſucceſfours ; promiſing laſt] 
with the Apoſtle, i in the name, ,, 


ofAlmighticGod,toWvhoſoener| 


ſhal folldw this Rule , peace t9 Our 


their ſoules and Mercie from 


Jt wil be needleſs for Us,|,.7 
to add further incitement to 
your: 11readie inkindled zeale, ind 
in order to a' more punctual ke 
obſeruace of theſe holy ma | 

| An 
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and Conſtitutions , framed, 
1.jaccording to the ſeraphical. 
ik ſpirit of your Holy Father S, 
Francis, affectuouſly deſired 
by your HolyMother S.Clare, 
brought into a more practical 
method by the Holy Uirgin 
S., Collett, facilitated by your. 
owne experience and practiſe, 
laſtly approued and comand- 
ed by authcritie of his Holi- 
nefle the Pope of Rome, and 
Ours. 'There wil need ] fay, 
noe vther incitement , then 
.. [only to repeate thoſe words 
* lyſed by S. Bernard in like 
occaſion, to the Brethren of 
| bis. Orer, in his 321. epiſtle, 
'*] wher he faith; Oro & obreſtor 


V08 
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wos fratres, ſic facite & ſtate infj fend 
Domino Cariſsimi , | emper ſol; outy 
citi cuſtodire Regnulas Ordinish con! 
veitri, vt & Ordo vos cufto-f| one 
diat. 1 beg of you againe and Re 
againe | my Brethren | that you whe! 
Wil ſoe doe and behaue your ſelues| ipeal 
in our Lord | myDeare# | as to Vrbs, 
be ener ſolicitozs , to keep uator 
the Rules of your Order, to thell auter 
end, that the Order may keel ren 
and defend you ; giuing vs here-Jbe pu 
by to vnderitand, thar ther is} The 
a ſtrickt kind of league andfand : 
contract , betwixr the Religie|of R 
on, and the Religious Perſcn,ſelſe, 
to help and defend cach other; made 
noe other wiſe, then in afjand \ 
Krong Cittie, whoſe ms” whic] 
Le IOE _. 


a Ioers; dt. OO PIO AAA IF Tad <4 
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| fend the out-worke,and whoſe 
| outwork's protect the wales ; 
con{piring mutually to help 
one an other. 

Religio is that ſtrong Cittie, 
wherof the Prophet Jay 
1 ſpeaketh in his 26, chap. 
of /rbsfortitudinis noftre fion,Sal- 
pl ator ponerur in oa murus & Þ 
ell autcmurale , Sion the Ciitie of 
7, #rength , a Sauiour therin ſhall 
e-lbe putt a Wale and bui-vorke, 
is} The wales, which make vp 
xdJand adorne this ſtrong cittie 
ris of Religion, what are the 
a,jelſe, but your ſacred Vow's, 
made at your Profeilion 2 
aland what are the out-work's 
ef which fence this wale of Jour 
1 | LOUIS 
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fourcReligiousVow's, butthe 


Conftitutios and Rules, wher- 
of now we treate ? If the 
out-wale of your Rule be ob- 
ſerued and defended. the ci- 
tie of Religion wil floriſh , 
and our Saniour 272 if, vl ſleep 
and reſt in Peace; but if this 
bul-work of your Rule, ſuffer 


any detriment, or be broken 


down, through P pw” careleſl- 
neſl or want 0 
gapp is opened , the enemie 


[-who is ener watch- ful ] 


Creeps in, and if he be not 
ſpeedily prenented , and the 


breach repared, by humble 


acknowledgment and pen- 


nance , he wil make immedi- 


atly , 


reſfiſtance, a | 


- A Ia. 
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atthe maine wale of your re- 
ligious Uow's., wil gine- ant 


all-arme, and cauſe diſquiet 


and trouble to the inhabitants 


of that bhappie Citie of Peace. 


Think it therfore noe-ſmal 
matter [ my Deareſt Daughe 
ters in Chriſt ] the neglect of 
the leaſt Rule or Conſtitutia, 
[ though it may feeme little in 
your deceined eye ] wherby: 


your enemie gains ground. ,, 
and hath ope acceſle to batter, 
aſſault, vadermine; and: doe: 


miſchief in that maine point , 
your Uow's: ] meane,. which . 
mak's you inhabitants: of this 


happie Citie. . 


| Who would: ever haue bes 
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became a laughingſtoch, and 
ſlaue to his enemies the Phi- 


liktyns, by reaſon only of his | 


careleſſe looſing of the haire 
of his head. | 

- Here ] giue a ſtop, and 
dare not proceed further in 
this ſimilitade , for feare J 
diſharten you, wheras ] in- 
tended your comfort, Jhope, 


lened, that the caſting down 
of an handfull of earth, or a | 
tranſgreſfling of a littleRule or | 
Conſtitution, could ener haue | 
occaſioned ſoe mucheuel 2 ad | 

et we ſce ;that the ſtrongeſt | 
Sampſon, who was a Nazarea, | 
thatis arype, or figure of our | 
Religious,in the law ofGrace, 


fit 5 ane IRR #9 42% 
Ge &©& ta v9 
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that the very I1u/t falls ſeauen 
| zims 4 day, Prou. 24. and as 
{ long, as you: are charged with 
| thel. veſſels of earth, your 
| weaknefſe and frailtie , wil 
| make you ſtumble, and eyen 
| faulrer ſometimes , againſt 
| your wil; yet all 1s not loſt, 
| noe nor perfetion-diminiſh- 
| ed, but it yeeldeth double 


occaſion to your merit and 


| crowne,if you immediatly riſe 
| againe, aud repaire the fall, 
| occording to vertue and rule. 


Neither muſt you be ſoe 


| abuſed, as to conceine | ſaith 


S. Bonauenture in his treatiſe 


| of the 6, wings.] That in ill 
| Lgonerned communities only , 


G2 faults 
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faults are committed. forwe all Þ 
faulter FL many. things, ſaith! enCcc 
the boly Writt, Jacob. 3. andy b 
Communities the moſt holy and\l "Sc 
perfedt haue their faults. and im lea( 
perfeitions, as-you know : bus) RE) 
hereiy conſiits the difference. I Con 
Gith this ſaint, har 7a Retigj. | PAL 
ons Which are ſack and decaying | ral: 
When rules and ftatut's ave iranſ | the 
ereſſea., ther is 20e care. taken ; the 
for the correfting; or amendin 71 a 
mitie, that & in it's vigour of | "© 
obſernance., 3 0e ſooner CAN 4 F an 
leaſt rule, er Conſtitution be | br 
correction, ther i a mataxe rea | 1% 


ware applied: V0 -tt,.- th 


Hence | 
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- 414 Hence, ſuperiours Conſci- 
ithJences are ſenerely charged, 
x9 to be ener watchfull, with a 
2d rigorous , yet charitable eye, 
© leaſt the life aud vigour of 
7 Religion ſhould flacken, by 
.. | connyning remisſly , to lett 
pail lictle tranſgreſſions of the 
x, | rule, yapunithed : or rather 
the tranſgreſfſor her ſelf, as 
2 | ſhe tenders the honour of her- 
Order, and the perfe&tion of 
her owne ſfonle, onght to pre- 
uent her ſuperiours vigilacie, 
| and her ſelf to repaire the 

? breach, by a voluntariehum- 
. | bling of herſelf, and a penal 
# fatisfying for her: fault; foe 
{ that, this her: free and hum- 
G3 - ble 
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ble penance, may breed more”) zher 
edification and profit, then | jug 
her tormer triſgreffing, gaue 7 p51 
occaſion of grief and ſcandal | 


! Ch 
vato' her ſiſters. |} ans 

Jr is not: our: intentions, | Ne 
[ Dearly beloned in our Lord | yo 
JE SUS} further to ublige | to 
you, to the obſeruance- of | ce 
theſe your Conſtitutions, va- |! 'de 
der paine of any fin, but. only. | fir 
foe far forth, as God,.your | of 
Rule and the: Church doth. | 
alreadie oblige and bynd you: ! in 
which, Pope Eugenius the 4. ' 
in his Bull, beginning 97475 
#41, hath declared vato you, | a 


and cleerly ſett down in theſe || C 
words WC the Rule, | faith he, 8 1 


there. 


4. 8b earn Ae aa I 2 
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2 there is noe other precept oblig- 
7 ing vader mortal fin, then the 
dx Voyes of” Obedience , Pouertie, 


Chaſtitie, Incloſure , Election 
and Depoſition of the Abbeſſe. 
Neuerthelefſe , We exhort 
you all, in-our Lord JESUS, 
to take. great heed, leaſt de- 
ceived by corrupt: nature, Vit 


der pretext of not comitting 


ſin, you' make 'leffe account 
of the tranſgrefſing of. rules, 
[ the cotempt wherof, though 
in the leaſt, were noe ſmal fn, } 
Lett the tranſgreſlors ' be 
thertore, ſpeedily. corrected; 
and if the ſuperiours,.{ which 
God forbid ]-ſhoul be found 
negligent in correQting them, 
G4 or 
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or themfelues careleſſe in! 
their obſeruance, or in caul(-| 
ing them to be obſerned, they | 
{hal by the Uifitor,be ſeuerely| 
reprehended., and inioyned 
pennance, according to the 
greatneſſe of their fault. 

Jt you thus become vnani- } 
mouſly ſolicitons,, and care- | 
fullto repaire the breaches of. | 
regular obfernance , your | 
familie wil be truly called | 


Nazareth [ that is florid] Jt] - 


wil flouriſh and bring forth: | 
fach varietie of choiſeſt flow- | 
ers, in the garden of your | 
ſoules, as he, with juſt reaſon | 
may roquiee , who , though | 
ſuppoſed only a Gardiner, | 

by a |} 


}&# 
gs 
3S 


be 
Yo 
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! by a Magdalen, yet ſhal be 
! called Nazarean| thatisflorid} 
| him-ſelf beeing - the- faireſt 
Y | flower @f this garden encloſed, 


the firſt teacherand-example 
of ſanctitie, retirednefe, pn- 


| ritie and of all Enangelical 
| and religious perfection. 


You are called and per- 


| mittedto liue in this ſchoole 
| of vertue, and houſe of Na- 
| zareth, in compagnie of JE- 


SUS, MARIA, JOSEPH; this 
grace of your foe high a call- 
ing, is the greateſt of all gra- 
ces; be euer gratefull for it. 

Lett your cares and eyes 


! be ener open to the voice of 
your teacher , pointing. the 


G5 way. 


154 The Fpifle of " 
way, and calling after you; 4 ,aq 
by the month of your ſupe- Þ} gje 
riours and guides. Lett your | Hay 
hids and hearts be ener readie | (ar 
to performe punqually; what } ang 
he requires of. you , in.your | qv 
Conſtitutions and Rule ;and |} ] d 
if you feele acourage- to vn 4 gh 
dergoe great matters,enenthe - go! 
greateſt for his loue, negleG | th; 
not. little on's , . becauſe they |} ;», 
are little: for; although rhey | 
were inthemſelues little, yet | 
being now done for-loue of | 
him, they are become great. þ 
And ſeing you perceiye your | 
ſelues to be ſpurred on, with |þ 
anearneſt:defire._to vadergoe ' 
whatſoeuer might ſeeme _ | 2 
= and : 
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2 and difficulr for lone of him, 
7 gine me leaue [ my Deareſt 
; Daughters in- Chriſt }.to de» 
| clare my mind in few words; 
| and if. ] ſeeme to require | 
| more at your hands , then 


] dare preſume to hope © 


{ others, that ſaying. of S. Gre« 
} gorie gines me the aſſurance, 
' that When euift's or graces are 
| increaſed,the ground, or motiue 
| to add more, increaſeth alſo, S. 


Greg. Papz Honul, 9. in Eu- 


ang. Which our Lord God 


bath - foe - heaped and multi» | 
plied in your ſoules, that all 


# yourendeauours whatſoeuer, 


wil fall farr ſhort of a codigne 


gratitude: for, he hath merci. - 


hk. fn ——c 
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land of promiſe , and inheri- 


tance of his Children:he hath 


- Urawn you- out of ignorance 


and darkneſfe, into the light 
of truth ; he hath called you: 
out of the. confafion of Ba-/| 
bilon and fir, and placed you: 
in the ſtrong Caſtle of wel:} 
'ordered. charitie , this happie | 
honſe of Religion'J meane, | 
wher, remore from - finners,, | 
you may not only attend, with. 


great retirednefle, roGod and 


your ſelnes, but procure alſo | 

for others, the like bleflings | 

from'heauen, and namely for | 

+ your poote Countrie, and the | 
| inha* 


fully lead you out of the 
houſe of bondage into the 


int 


aſl 


CC TESEY=-1---S=---- 
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inhabitans thereof. 

The which to obtaine more. 
aſſuredly , nothing: is to be: 
omitted by you, the neglect. 
wherof, might hinder: the de-- 
fired effect. of your-praters. . 
The habit you. weare, ſhew-- 
£th the auſteritie-and: rigour 


of your Order, the Profeſſion. 
of your Religion. and Rule 


now embraced, ſuppoſerh per- 
tection in vertue alreadie ac-- 
quired, and obligeth you to- 


{triue to the attainingof more. 
: For although you ſhould ſeem 
'to haue profited neuer ſoc 
 much'in vertue, yet you muſt 
 dayly endeauour to-increaſe 
the ſame; leaſt, by not pro- | 


G7 CULs- 


'T58" -. The Epiffle of 
curing ſerionſly to aduance, 
you ſtray vnperceinedly from 


i , 
R fs 
Who -| 
—_— —_ wet 
as LY 


1 


the beaten path of perfectio alt. 
_ and fandtitie ; which affuredly || _ V 
wil happen, when little ob- [mt 
ſeruances, which lead you, Chr 
by: the more ſtrait and com- | 294 
pendious way, to your-end, ſely 
are lefſ eſteemed, or negle&- | Y®: 
ed. He, whoſe mind :is bent | ** | 
_ Tt horde vp riches, mak's his hel 
- profitt, and increaſes his ſtock | 
by'many a little : ſoe he that th: 
, wil make progreſſ in vertne, fo! 
; muſt indeauour carefully to | V* 
 omitt nothing, that may gine || P® 
- him furtherance inthe courſe | W 
vndertaken. For according to | a: 
thatiaying of holy Writt, he * p! 


1 NJ Wh yy. 


I vho negleferh little things, ſhal 
| fall by litle and-litle, Ecclelt: 
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.. I9,. 
| Which being foe, walke on : 
[.my Deareſt Daughters in : 


| Chriſt ] as you haue begun, 


and. ſtndionily apply - your 
ſelues, to-a total obſeraance.of 
your Holy Conſtitutios,vntil 
at length, you. arriue to the : 
height of all-perfection, true | 


| vnion with -God. [The which, - 


that you may faithfully per- 


| forme , and happyly attaine : 
| vato, ſhal. be. our- wiſh and 


prayer to God,. and that. he. 


| ; wal pleaſe to. haſten on that. 


L day, wherin you may be. re- 


| planted in.that Land, ance - 


bears» 
-—<» 
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bearing title of the Dowrei 
of the Uirgin-Mother , here- 
tofore holy | 
this Kind , but now Alas ! 


ouerrun with Herefie and 


fin ; vail at length, when 
he ſhal pleaſe to pick you our, 
for a yet more choice and 


Virgin ſoile, this Nazareth 
may be againe remoued, and: | 


transferred , by the help of. 


Angels, into that heanenly 
Countrie, wher, in the com- 
panie of other Virgins , you 
may, for an eternitie, intone 


that ſong, which none can. | | 


ſing but Virgins only , and 


following the Lamb , wher- 


euerhe goeth, enioy for cuer 


and fruitfull. in | 


the- 
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the chaſt embracements -of 
>. | your Lord and Spouſe. Which 
x | fromthe bottome of my heart 
1 | } troly wifh you , and ear- 
{ | neſtly intreate ro be made 
1 | partaker of your merits , and 
tro be remembred in your beſt: 
deuotions. 


| Gwen at S. Omers,. vnder- 
Our ſigne and ſignate. 
22, January 1665. 


LADISLAUS | 
Epiſcopus Audomarenſis, 


A ppro- 


Approbation 
Approbation of the Vicar's Genes 
' ral of theEpiſcopal Sea Va- 
cant of $, Omers.. 


(HE Vicar's General of 

the Epiſcopal Sea va- 
cant of S, Omers ,- hauing 
read and maturely examined 
the fore-ſaid Conſtitutions \ 
drawn out, according to the 
Reformation: of.'S, Collett ,. 
and the forme of life deli- 


th. 


nered by S. Francis, judge '| 
them to be very pious and | 


landable, proper” and profi- 
r 


table; as g 


to the end propoſed by holy | 
mMz2n, and repleniſhed with the | - 


ſpirit 


amed, according | 


of the Vicariate. 163 
ſpirit of God, Wee efteem 
alſoe- thole tew things which 
are added or. changed , moſt 
proper , both to make the 
ſaid Conſtitutions more con- 
formadble to the ſacred Canons: 
and Decrees of the holy 
Council of Trent, as alſo that 
Religious obſeruance , lone 
and Unio with God, may take 
increaſe. Jnteſtimonie wherof, 


| Wehaue ſigned the. with our 
| hand and ſeale of our Vicarial 
| office.S.Omers13.April 1661. 


I. de Longuenal Decas 
nus Audom, 
Petrius D' Arras Theols: 

guns Aundom. 
Reniſion- 
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| Reniſion and Approbation of the 
moſt Renerend Father in 
God, Ladiſlans Lord Bi- 


ſhop of S.. Omers, 


" I Auing ſeen the fore-ſaid 
$ Þ Conſtitutions, and Or- 


dinations, with their Appro-| 


batiorrand: Cofirmation made 
be 

the Vicar's General of the 
Epiſcopal Sex of S. Omers, 
then Vacit; and hauing more- 
ouer peruſed the like Appro- 
bation andCofirmation grant- 


ed by a ſpecial Apoſtolical | 


Brene., of our moſt Holy 


Father and Lord Pope Ale-| 


Xander 


the Renerend Lords ,| 


I &-- 
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xander the 7. bearing date the 


7. of March 1663, all being 


maturely conſidered, , and 


examin'd. by Vs; We, L a- 
DISLAVS JONNART , by the 
Grace of God, and Apoſto- 
lical Sea, Biſhop of S.Omers, 
doe commend , approne and 


confirme the afore-ſaid Con- 


ſtitutios andOrdinations, and 
command them hence forth:; 
to be kept and obſerued. Jn 


| teſtimome wher-of, We have 


ſigned, and confirmed them 
with our hand and ſeale. 
Giuen at S. Omers. the 1. 


of Auguſt, 1664. 


 LADISLAVS- 
Epiſcopus Audom. 
AB 


2166 A Brene if © 


| CCINEIIEEEY 


An Apoſtolical Conſtitution or 
Breue, ſent by his Holineſſe Pope 
_ Alexander the 7, totheAbbeſs 
. and Religions of the Engliſh 
 Moniſtcrie of Poore Clares 
in Graueling ; bearing 
Aaate. To. of March, 
£009.35. © 


x31 O perpetual memorie, 
3 This facred Apoſtolical 
office, which We beare, as de- 
rived from 'God, requireth 


We take a fatherly care of|- 
thoſe ſacred Uirgins , and]* 
denout woemen, who for«|* 


dedi: 
diuit 
ſwee 
to th 
ons. \ 
dain 


|Rior 


more 
MOTre 
beho 


them 


getting their people, and the | > 
ther, hane |orau 


houſe of their £ 
Wm dedix 


Alexander 59. 167 
dedicated themſelues toGod's 
diuine ſeraice, vnder the 
ſweet yoak of Religion, And, 


Ito the end, thoſe Conſtituti- 


ons, which are prouidently or- 


[dained for their happie dire- 


&ion and gouernment, may 
more firmly ſubſiſt, and be 
more exadly obſerued , it 


behooueth, thatWe ſtrengthen 
them with the protection of 


| Apoſtalical defenſe. Seing 


therfore, that as onr .belou- 
ed Daughters in Chriſt, the 
Abbeſs and Religious of the 
Engliſh Monaſterie of poore 
Clares , inſtituted by S. Fra 


|cis, lining in the Towne of 


Graucling , and the Dioceſe 
of S, 


2 


x63 AB. 
of $: Otners; have hately"pro- 


| poſed vnto Vs, that- ther 


are Jome ſtatur's, Conſtitut- 
ons, and"Ordinations , made 
and approued; by their Ordi- 
-narie, for their, and" their Mo- 
naſteries happie and proſpe- 
rous gouernment, and that 
the: ſaid: fi ppliants-; -1ritreat 
-and defire, that*they may' be 
ſtregthned withthe patronage 


of Our- Apoſtolical Confir- | 
mation; We, deftrous to ho- 


nour the ſaid ſuppliants- with 
ſpecial 'praces -and fanours 


being al{oinclined ther-v toy 


by the e ſupplications 5 which 
t1 their name; were humvly 
 preſented* vats-Vs,, doe: x: 

© T0 theſe 


y' VU VP. EY V4 © 


_ and approne, by Apoſtolicaf . © 


- 
y 
5 
 Þ. 
'Y | 
Y 
4 
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 Alexinder 79, 69 


- thef& abſolue,, and eſtecme 
_ as abſolned | for. the obtain- 


ing only of theefeR of theſe} 
each- one: of their  perfons , 


from all other Eccleſiaſtical 


ſentences, puniſhmenrs and 


CenfurescontraQted, by what 
way, or cauſe foeuer”, either 


by man, or law, if paraduen-= 


cure, by any ways, they might 


be intangled therin. We, by 


Authoritie,the afore-ſay Fs 


tuts, Conſtitutions, and Or«.. 


dinations, and We-add vnto . 
them, the itmiolable ſtrength 
ſtolical firmuictle, and 


of Apo lical fi al 
| doe upplyall and partieular 


Lol dee 
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| "they be invie, and good, per- 
matted and approued by the 
Ordinarie , nor renoked , or 
| *compriſed ynder any renoca- 
| tion, nor contrarie to the {a- 
| "cred Canons, Apoſtolical Co- 


tute, or againſt the Decrees 

_ "ofthe Council of Trent, } We 
_ -decreethat theſe ſtatuts, Con- 
| - flirutions and Ordinations., 
as alſo theſe our preſent let- 
ters, are; and alwais ſhal re- 
maine firme;, valid and efti- 

* Cations:, and obtaine - and 


bring forth their full and c0- 


defects.cither in fa&,orlaw,if 
any, any ways ſhould chance | 


|| to haue hapned { ſuppoſing | 


ſtitutions and Regular Joſtt. 


3% 
p 
3K 
% 
420 
f 


am A A, $4. boos. 
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pleat : 


Alexander 7, 178 
pleat effects, and ſhal, with 
all fullneſſe, help thoſe, whom 


at preſent , or in time to 


come-, they. may aty ways, 
concerne , and reſpectuely 
are by them ar: pt to be 
obſcrued, and are thus to be 
mudged and. defined in. the 
premiſles , by whatſoeuet Or- 
dinarie, or Delegated Judges, 
cuen of thoſe we call of cauſ- 
es, of 'our Apoſtolical Pat 
lace. And -if, by any perſon, 
in what autoritie ſocuer,cither' - 


; wittingly , Or willingly 8 any 


thing to the contrarie ſhal 
chance to be attempted , We 
declare it to be null and void, 
notwithſtanding any. thing , 
BOY H2 m 


——— —— 
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in any ways to the contra- 


Ginen 'at Rome, at Santa 


Maria Major, vader our 

_ ſfeale, the 10, of March. 

= 663. in the 8. yeare 
of our Popedome. 


8, UGOLINVS. 
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* CONSTITVTIONS 


AND 
DECLARATIONS 


þoore Religious Woemen 
of our H: Mother 


T'ypis Thome Geubels, 1665, 
Permiſſu. Superiorum, | 


— 
A Ions 
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THESE Conftitutions | 


and. Declarations, are 


in all, conformable to thoſe of | 
the glorious Uirgin S.Collett ; | 
hauing been tranſlated ont of | 
an anctent copie , ſent from | 
herMonaſfterie at Gant, where | 


ſhe dyed, and conferred with 


many other of her Reforma- | 
tion: only there are certaine |! 


few alterations and additions, 


to make them more confor- 


mable to the H: Council of | ; 


Treat and the ſacred Canos: 
particularly in the election 
of the Abbeſs; partly alſo, 
the better to ſubmitt to the 
Obedience and Juriſdiction 


of. 


ti n 
of 

Ks 
r 
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| ' of the Biſhop of the Dio- 


5ns [ ceſe, and partly to encreaſe 


are 


of | 


| Religious Obſernance ; loue 
and ynion with God, in met 


| tal prayecr, yearly renouation - 
| of Voves and the vie of dif 
| cipline;: wherof, noe mentis 
1s inadefi inthe afore-faid De- 
| clarations of S. Collett. 


of the Obligation of the Hub 


and their ſubicttion” 0 
the Ordinarie. 


j. .CHAP'E: 


WW Heras , in the very 
beginning and other 
places of the Rule. it 1s often 
mentioned , that the Rule, or 


H3 forme 


| 
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forme of life, of the Order of 

the poore Siſters, which el 
Glorious. Father . S. Francis | 
hath inſtituted , doth conſiſt | 


in the obſcruing and keeping 


-of the holy Ghoſpel of our- 
Lord JESUS CHRIST; they 


may demand, how farr forth, 
they bind themſelues to the 


obſeruace of the holyGhoſpel, 


by force of their Vow, made 
at their Profeſſion ; wherin 


they promiſe to "obſerue 


the forme of life, which is 


their Rule it ſel, To this | 
doubt we anſwere them, con- | 
formably to what hath been | 
_ declared, by ſundry Popes ,.þ 
ramely by Nicolas the Ford ; 
an 


| as precepts , 
| counſels; thoſe counſels ex- 


| C 
O 
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| and Clement the firſt, when 
| their reſolutios were required 
! by the Friar-Minors , 1n- the 


like doubts, aryſing our of 
their Rule: to witt, that the . 
Siſters by force of Vow,made 
in their Profeſſion, obliging 
themſelues to the obſeruance 
of the forme of life, doe noe 
otherwiſe bind themfelnes to 
the keeping of the Ghoſpel, 
then other Chriſtians ; that is, 
precepts are to bee obſerued 
counſels as 


Fr , Which in their forme 
life, are expreſſed , or. doe 


| import the name of precepts. 
To other counſels, they are 
Hs 


only: 


'Rulevnder. mortal finne. is to 
-bee vnderſtood... Wher-ynto 
weanſwere briefly, with Pope 
'Eugenius the 4. to: witt, that 
..the Rule containes noe other 
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only obligedafter the ordina- 
rie manner of other Chriſtiis ; 
Janing only, they endenour 


to goe beyond the perfection. 
-of- the ordinarie ſtraine of| 
Chriſtians; hauing freely de- 


noted themſelues to Chirlſt, 
by their Profeſſion , which 
may” iuſtly require a' more 


ſtrict following: of his foot- 
_Tteps. 


2, Alike donbt may ariſe, 
how. . the. Obligation of. the 


precepts, then the Vow's of 


* 
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Obedience, Ponertie , Cha- 
ſtitie , Encloſure , Depoſition 
"| and Election of the Abbeſs, 
2.” For as much as concer- 


nes Obedience dye ' to their 


immediate, or higheſt ſuperi- 
ours ; it is to bee noted, that 
althou gh in the firſt chapter 
of S. Clare's Rule, mention 
is made of Obedience, which 
the Siſters are to yeald to the 
ſuperzours of the Order, in 
theſe words. And a: in the 
beginning of her conuerſion, ſhe 
W:th her Siſters, promiſed Obedi- 
ence to $, Francs: ſoe, in like 
manner, doth ſhe promiſe to ob- 
eruc the like Obedience inniola- 
bly to all his ſucceſſours ; and-the 
H 6 other. 
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other Sifters, are aFyayes bound 
20 obey the ſucceſſours of S. Fra- | 
cx, Yet theſe words are ſoe 
to be vnderſtood, that they 


.expreſſe her. Obedience, in 


_thoſe her beginnings, to S. 


Francis and his ſaucceſſours., 


by way only , of reſpect and 


denotion towards him ,, from: 


whom ſhe. receined her, H: 


Rule. But in procefle of time, 


different Monaſteries of S. 
Clare, haue, for iuſt reaſons, 


humbly requeſted, of the. Sea 
Apoſtolique., an exemption 


from the Order: the which), 
the ſaid Sea, was gracioully 
pleaſed to. grant them; ſub- 
icting them. by Bull, o, fy 
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Obedience of the Ordinarie, 


or Biſhop of the Dioceſe wher 


they reſide ;. as appeareth 
namely, in the Bull of Pope 
Jnnocent the fourth, beginn- 


ing Recto af] umpto tramite: the 
which original is yet extant 


in the Conuent of the Friar- 


Minors at Paris. And the Mo-- 
naſterie of. poore Clares at 


Graneling, hath by eſpecial 


| grant of Pope Utban the 8. 
of happie memorie, obtained 


anexemption from theOrder, 


and a_ ſubieRtion to the Or- 
dinarie the Lord Biſhop of 
S. Omers; as appeareth by: 


their copies aboue annexed. 


ul, | A 
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Of the entering into this 
Religion, 


.. JJ EHAPT. 


7... A Lthongh it be men- 

{ A tioned in the beginn- 
ing of the ſecond Chapter of 
the forme of life, ' that the 
Abbefſe may admitt any one 
for Religious; conſent of the 
oreater part of the Siſters, and 
of the Lord Cardinal Pro- 
tector of the Order, being 
firſt obtained : We nenerthe- 
lefle ; confidering the great 


difficulties , and extraordina= 


rie : expences , not agreeing 


with your ftrickt Pouertie , 
; #285 which - 


which muſt neceſſarily follow, 


by haning frequent recourſe. 
to the ſaid Lord Cardinal, in 

regard of the diftice of. place, 

which , in the beginning. of 
the Order, could not ariſe ; . 
being then fewer 1n number, 
and neerer to. the Court of 
Rome ;: and reflecting alſo, 
that by grant of. the Sea Apo- 
{tolique, you are now imme- - 
diatly ſubie&.ro the Ordina- - 
rie, the Biſhop of the Dioceſe: 
Ve ] ſay declare, that leaue 
firſt obtained of the ſaid Ordi- 
narie, and the Conditions ſpe- 
Cified in your: forme of life, 
obſerued , you may admitt 
voto your holy habit, all ſuch, . 
Eoppalh who - 
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the world, ſhal by you, bee 
indged deſerning. 

2. We thertore declare, ob- 
ſeruing the ordinice of Pope 
Jnnocent the fourth, that whe 
any perſon ſhal preſent her 


ſelf to rhe embracing of your 


holy Order : before ſhe chig- 


eth her ſecular habit into thar 
of Religion, the moſt hard 


and dithcult points to be ob- 
ſerned in Religion , ſhal be 
firſt declared vnto her: ſoe 


that, after her reception, ſhe 
may have noe occaſion to: 
excuſe her ſelf by ignorance,. 
And 


or miſunderſtanding. A 
none moreouer, are to be ad- 


who deſpiſing the vanities of] ; 


.<DV,nNB 


mitted, 
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mitted, who , for. age , corpo-- 
ral infirmitie , or natural ſim- 
plicitie , ſhal be lefs able to 
vndertake this courſe of lite ;: 
it oftentimes happening; that 
the ſtate and vigour of Reli- 
gion, is by ſuch like perſons, 
much ſlack'ned and deſtroy- 
ed.. 

3. Moreouer, We will, and 
ordaine , that in the receptio 
of any one ynto your Order, 
this enſuing methode be ob- 
ſexued. That ſhe,. who is to 
be receiucd, be firſt ſent vnto 
ſome diſcreet. perſon, fearing 
God, and a louer of Pouertie ; 
by whoſe aduiſe and counſel, 


her meanes and eſtate may 
. be. 
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be diftributed vnto the poorehf th 
And ſpecial regard is to behnſpi 
had, and care taken , by the 
Abbeſs and Siſters, that nei- 
ther by themſelues, or others, 
ii their Conuent be enriched, 
Wl | by the goods of the perſon |any 
| {oe to be receiued , vnleſs the lhe : 
(l thing were foe vacoſiderable,[oth 
8 that none may take occaſion {oc 
iſ Ttherby, to indge ſinifterly of [eq 
you ; or vnleſs the', who en- Ine; 
treth, would of her owne free | as 
will, beſtow ſomething on you, | tai 
as on poore people, to relieue,. | of 
by way of almes, your 'pre- | th 
Ml Afent;, orneer-hand necefliries ; || ge 
i rhe Rulerequiring,that thoſe, | th 
lf who cater, be fice to I_OE. | fi 
, | | OL; 
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-þf their gouds, as God: ſhal 


be nſpire them. 


. The Abbeſſe and other 


[Siſters ſhal take care, leaſt for 
jthe receiuing of any, vntoRe+ 
ligion, they make , or pernutt 
llany contract or bargaine to 
|þe made. for themſelues, or 
[others , by any perfon what- 


locuer, wherin might be fear- 
edany appearice of fimonie-: 


neither ſhal they permitt fuch, 


as are to be received, to re- 
taine any thing for theſelues, 
of their temporal riches: to- 
the end , that being wholy 


| deſpoiled of all things created, 
| they may more entirely re- 


ſigne themſelues ; into the 
; hands ; 
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hands of theirCracified Lord, 
And if it ſhould foe happen, 
that ſome one, deſirous to 
cotinue with yon,conld not be 
able to ridd her ſelf foe foone, 
of all her temporal riches, lett 
her then deliner her ſaid ri- 
ches oner, into the hands of 
ſome: perſons fearing God, 
to be dyſtributed by rhe, vato 
me poor: oo | 
5. And to the end, ' they 
proceed more regularly for 
time to come, We ordaine, 
that none be receined vnto 
your forme of life, vnleſſe 
you perceiue, they come vnto 
It, not moued by perſwaſion; 
or Feare of any perſon, nor.by 
{l:ght 
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flight motions, or, conſtraint, 
but induced by ſtrong mo: . 
tiues of the greater, louc.of 
God, 5d {auing of their ſoules; 
their free will being chiefly, 
mouec therevnto., by a true 
call and inſpiration .of - the 
holy Ghoſt. - _ | 
6. We ordaine moreouer, 
that, according to the ſacred 
Council of Trent, the Nouice 


 |Þe examined by the. Lord Bi- 
y|ihop of the Dioceſe, or ſome 
other deputed by lum, before 


ſhe be admitted vnto her Pro- 


»|[&ffion. And to the end, this be. 
>-|cuer duly obſerued , lett the 


Abbeſs remember to. aduer- 


[iſe the ſaid Lord Biſhop, at 


_ the 
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the leaſt, a month before the 
yeare be 'expired. The like 
15 tobe' obſerued, coformable 
to 'the Rule in the ſecond 
chapter, before ſhe beginneth 
her Nouitiate. 124 

7. | They ſhal alfo take an 
eſpecial care, that none be re- 
cemed tnto the Order, except 
ſhe be of a readie free will, a 
faithfull -Catholique , ſound 
in body and mind, diſcharged 
and free'd of all her temporal 
mean's, not ſuſpected of He- 
refie, or noted of publique 
infamie , not tyed with ſer- 
tence of Excommunication, 
or Jnterdi&t; and it ſhe ſhould 
chance to-be-intangled-in the 
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afore-ſaid like ſentence , lett 

her firſt be lawfully : ibſolned: 

according to the priuiled es 

granted tO the Order : yet foe, 

that if ſhe returne to the 

- | world, it be 1gmfied vnto her, 

n| that her abſoluris wil refume 

>| it's firſt force and vigour... 

t|8. Lett her not be of a 

a| ſeruile, but of a free condi- 

d] tion, If ſhe be engaged toany 

done, ſhe ſhal not enter, with- 

all out their licence be firſt ob= 

&-[tained, to whom ſhe is engag- 'F 

xejed. Although. the Conncil of FE 

+| Trent alloweth._ the age of EC 

n,[{ixteen, yet the auſteritie and [4 

Id|rigour of your habit and Rule 

[conkitered , Hone {hal be ad- | 
maitted 


_ ] ES. 


EC TEES 
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mitted vnto Profeſſion, before 
the age of ſeauenteene com- 
pleated. 
9. None ſhal ordinarily be 
admitted for a Quire Siſter, 
vnlefſe ſhe be able, by her 
FlIf, or with others, to. recite 
the diuine office, Neither ſhal 


ſhe exceed the age of 25. | 


vnlefle ſhe were iudged capa- 
ble , without any great diffi- 
.cultic to her ſelf or others, 
to learne aad fay the divine 
office. Lett none be received 
vato Profeflion, of whom it 


1s not manifeſt, that ſhe- hath | 


lined vertuoully , from the 
ALE of 13, vntil the time of 


her reception, None {hal be | 
TE | 


—_— 1 
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-receined after the age 'of 40. 
vnlefſe ſuch were her nobilitie 
ioyn'd with equall pietie, that 
her admittance - might be a 
ſingular example of ' vertue 
vnto the people and Clergie, 
-and ſhe', ftrong and able 
-enough to ſerue God andthe 
Order laudably ; according te 


your ftate, and forme of life. 


10,  Moreoner , that none 
Profefled of any-other'Order, 


*be receined vnto your forme 
of life, withoar licence firſt 


obtained of her Abbeſs , or 


 priuiledge from the Sea Apa» 


Kolique, : | 05+! =: 


'Xxt.' Jn'ike manner jif it be. 
:apprehended ; that the Pro- 


j ieflion 
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on of: the wrath might | 


be doubtfull, 
before the' year - be expired, 
{hal, in preſence of the Siſters, 


declare vnto her , that, not- | 
withſtanding her probation ] 
ended,ſhe hath noe right vato | 
h;ynril by mature.de- ' 
liberation,it be reſolued, what | 
ought to be done in order | 
to her;Profeſſion , or zerurne F 


Relio'! 


ynto. the worid: | 


12; /: The time '6b x" Tags 


feſks approaching; their haire 


ſhal be .cutt .of ronnd, and: |: 


-aboue the | cares ; and Gram 
that time forward , they: are 
-riot permutted to lert-it ' grow ; 
MIL often in the yeare, by 


oe" 


the: Abbels ,, | 


of 


Eo Es OE anos. £ 
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appointment of the Abbels, 
hi the Siſters are likewyſe t6 
obſeruc , vnleſs, for .healthis 
fake, it were thought conue- 
nient to permitt the contrarie. 
13. When they recciue any 
ro Profeſſion,, the . partie 
kneeling before the Abbeſs, 


hal pronounce, with a high - 


and cleere voice , leaſurely 
and with the oreateſt deyotto 
ſhe is able, the Profeſſion, as 5 


| OTR 
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Ii nomine Patris & Fily | & 
©& Spiripns Santhi. Amen. || + 


F, Siſter N. doe vow vato | fi 
T4 Alinighty God, the Gle- | Pt 
rious Virgin Mary, our Holy || lit 
Father S, Francis, our Holy | 
Mother S. Clare, vnto all | 
rhe Holy Saints ane youRe- | 
uctend Mother "Abbels, and 
all your fucceſſours, hoced. 
ing in your Placegto obſerue, | 
all the day's,of my life the dc 
Rule and , - of life of | vt 
te POP Siſters of $, Clare, | (c1 
; : which 
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which hath been giuen'by 7 

$ Francis vnto the faid faint 
Clare , and harh' been con- 
krmed by our Holy Father 
Pope Innocent rhe: fourth ;; 
living in OBEDIENCE, 


| withourPROPRIE TIE, 
and in CHASTITIE, .alſo 
| obſcruing INCLOSVRE, 


according to the ordinance 

of the ſayd Rule. 
 Then:the Abbes, who 

dothrecciuc her, promilerh 


vato her, (if ſhe doth ob-. 


| ſerue, uz {he hath. vows 
ed). eternal life, of 
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of the manner , and  qualiti f| 


their habit , and other 
garments, 
JJ. CHAPT. 


3, ” Heras it 1s contained | 


 1nthe Rule,or forme | 
of life , that the Siſters be 
cloath'd with poore and mean ! 
cloath's, we declare firſt, that ! 
this pouertie:'or meanefle is | 


to be vnderſtood , of the price | 


and colour of the cloath's. 
For; albeit theRule doth men- 
tion, that taking away the ſe- 
- cular cloath's from her , who 


1s to enter into this Religio, | 


the Abbeſs {hal lend her three 
_ Coates, 


} 
: 
Bn. 
: 
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a 
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eoates , and one cloake: ne- 
aerthelefle , if the: condition 
of the perſorr, place, time , 
neceſſitie , or infirmutie rer 
quire otherwiſe, we declare, 
conformable alſo vnto your 


Rule, that the Abbeſs, with 


counſel of her Diſcreet, may 
duely pronide, and charitably 
reliene her, with ſuch neceſia- 
rie cloathing , as thal be indg; 
ed: CONnentient..: 
2. ]r'is tobenoted, that the 
three coates mentioned in the 


| - forme of hte, ought. not , of 


neceſhine, to be all of the ſame 


' forme; colour and faſhion; the 


two vndermoſt being only 


granted. for warmneſs ,. and 


decencie, ] 4 3 
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E Moreouer We ordaine:,. | 
that the vppermoſt garmet,be- | 
eſteemed the habitof the Or. 
der: without which,itſhalnor- | 
be lawfull for anyof theSiſters | 
to appeare in publique ,.or to: 

fleep;vnleſie,by reaso of ſome | 
great ſicknefe, weakneſle, or 


bther manifeſt neceſlitie , the 


Abbeſs, or her Uicareſs, with 
counſel of herDiſcreet,ſthould: | 


wmdge it otherwiſe expedient. 


4. The habit ſhal not be ſoe- | 
long), that in wearing,it tral- |} 
Eth vpon the grownd: andin | 
breadth, it ſhal not exceed the | 
compaſs of 116, palmes. 'The | 
length of the ſleenes ſhal not ! 
"teach beyond the wriſt. 'The ! 
*S Eb 


vader- 
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* vnder-garments ſha] be made 
| of poore and coars cloath, or 


ſearge, not-lined with-furrs, 
but with ſome:other meangr 


cording to each ones necef{i- 


tie. Their Cloake alſo, ſhal be 
of meane and coars cloath, 


and ſhal not be -.curiouily 


yan about the neck, nor 


| FOE long; that it trale vpon 
_ the grownd: but in all their 


garments, as wel in the Abbeſs 
and Officers , as in all the 
other Sifters, equalitie, auſto- 
Titie and pouertie, both in 
forme, price and colour,ought 
alwais to appeare. The girdle, - 
with which he ira gird- 
Wy. J.3- 
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<d, ſhal be of comon haire, or- 


hemp-cord , without any cu- 
riofitie, or ſhew of vanitie. 
5.  FurthermoreWe appoint, 


that -both Abbeſs and Siſters, 


without diſtinction, doe ham- 
bly, decently andreligionſly 


-vaile their heads. And to rhe | 


end,this may the better be ob- 
ſerued ; We ordaine-likewiſe, 
_thatthe Siſters, putt on their 
kerchers in ſuch away,that the 


greateſt part of their forehead, 


cheeks and/chinbe couered.; 
- ſoethat,none may ener behold 


their full face; Their kercher 


and vaile, fſhal be of ſach a 
- breadth, and foe put on, that 


_ tor the moſt-part, their head, | 


| _ ecken coſt cores, foncal 
wa, J& 
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breſt and ſhoulders be equally 


couered, : 
6. We wil alſo, that their 


 vailes and kerchers , be of 


ordinarie and-plaine linning; 
foe that alwais holy. ponertie, 


| and the rigour of . their. pro. 


feſlion, may appear in them . 
allowing that the Siſters, with 


_ conſent of- the Abbeſs, may 


haue- black vailes and. white 
kerchers for change, as requi« 
fite to conſerue cleanlinefle 
and decencie, Lett-them alſo 


_ diligently take care, that their 


kerchers be neuer. pleated , or 
curiouſly foulded + nor ſhall 
they hane vailes of. filke, or 
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Kind of ſuperfluitie is care-.- 
fully to be avoyded', leaſt 
Holy pouertie therby , ſhould. 


| be endomaged. 


5. All black vailes are pro- 
hibired to: Nouices ,: during-_ 
their Nouitiate S's valeſs. they. 
have formerly been, of an 
| {ſhal. 
bedecentlyvailed with a white- 


other Order : bur they 
kercher, according to the ap- 


pointment of the Abbeſs, and 


cuſtome hitherto obſerned.? ; 


8. To 'the end , they may © 
the betrer reſemble him, who. 


fayd the foxes haue hbles, and 


| the birds their neſts, but the 
ef- mn, hath vt "wher w- 


(0; "LN 


ref Þis head; as alto. jthatthey 


I INAY.- 


as . 
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fimay be more. vigilant. and: - 
Jprompt in Ls an put | 


and more conformable vnto .. 
their holy- Mother..S, Clare ,... 
who often.layd vpon.the bare 


- ground, or rather-the_ better - 


_ k. % 


. 
—_—  ——— 


to imitate the Holy of Holyes - 
JESUS CHRIST our Lord,.. 
who had noe other bed; liaing. 
inthe deſert, thea the ground, .. 
and dying on mountCaluarie, 
then the Crofle, , We ordaine, . 
that. noe- Siſters ſhal ſleep - 
otherwiſe,then vpo a ſack,and 
pillows filled with ftraw.; one. 
of flox being added, for their. 
head, and*couerlids, as ne- 


ceflitie ſhal require. Butwith - 
ach, as arc weakand lickly,.. 
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the Abbeſs muſt', with chas 
Titie, diſpence: as is contained 
in the Rule, or forme of life, 
'9. 'Fnrthermore, We ordaine, 
that in imitation of our Sau 
our JESUS CHRISF, and 

_ of your Holy Mother S.Clare, 
you goe' barefoot, in ſigne of 
tinmilitie, ponertic' and mor- 


 tification';- contenting your | 


felnes with woodden ſandals 

vnder your feet, faſt'ned on, 
-wvith a lift, eg | 
Of the Dinine Office, 
JU. CHAPT. _ 

\.x; F? Or as much as con- 


.._ © ceraeth. the diuineof- | 
OED | tice: | - 


- 
o 
: 


. -aift,, doth require, 


' 2+. None. {bal pr 
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fice, which, day and:night 


they ſhal pay , as. a debt due 


vnto God, lett- it be obſeraed, 


that immediatly , after: the 
firſt peale ginen tothe Cano- 
nical howres, all the Siſters 
[ valefle, with leave and ap- 


-pointment of the Abbeſs, or 
Vicareſs, _ ſhonld-be law» 
- fully hindre 


] are to repalre - 
vnto the Quier; ther to. r©- 
maine, vnanimoulſly , prepar- 
ing their hearts for God, in. 
recollection, filence, religious 
granitie, and due reuerence, 
as the preſence of ſoe greata 
Majeſtie , whom -the Angels. 


ſame - to - 
depart. 


1638 The Conflititions. 
depart the Quire, during the 
time of the dinine office, with- 
out cence firft obtained of 
the Abbeſs, or her ſubſtitute. 
4. We exhort all the Sifters 


non Lord JESUS Chriſt; 


that ge Pogyrs recite the di-- 
uine. office entirely and di- 


ſtindaly: with. due attention: 
and denotion: the 'which, all. 


thal-equally begin; obſeruing 


their paufes , and continuing 


the ſame note vnto the end: 
| foe that, the great office ſha] 


be xead , with" higher-and. 
-more lkeafurely voice , then 
_ that of the Bleſſed Virgin,-or- 


| of the Dead, And by how 
much greater the feaſtis, ſoe 


much 


he 
th- 
of 


es 
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mach the more ſolenly ought” 
the Office to. be pertormed.. 
For if honour-and reverence 
be to- be ginen. to: terrene' 
Princes, how much more with- 
out compariſon , ought itto 
be exhibited to the King of 
Kings? . -: 33 92M 
4. - For as much, as cocernes 
the ringing to Maſle , and the 
Canonical houres., togeather- 
with the poſtures in ric 6: 
kneeling, bowing: and ſtand-- 
ing, the Siſters ſhal obſerue: 
the.cuſtomes of the Friar-Mi- 
nors; ſuch ceremomes except: 
ed', which. are leſs agreeing. 
with your ſexe. it 
5. - Moxeouer, noe fiſter, of 
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whaT qualitie or conditiott 


foeuer; being” able to read, 
ſhatbe excufed either day, or 
night, from the Quire, but 
all are bound to be preſent at 
Maſe and Canonical houres ; 
the Jnfirme: excepred , with 
their attendance , togeather 
with ſuch, who, with licence 
of the Abbels, or Vicareſls, are 
otherwiſe hindered* in fome 
neceſſarieemploiment of the 
Connent. Forwhich reaſon, all 
who are in office, ſhal as neer 
as may be, foe diſpoſe of their 
times and offices, that as 
much as lyeth in chem, they 
endeauour to be preſent” in 
the Quire;, and performe this 
a dutie- 


>= 
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datie with the reſt... 


6. Furthermore,We ordaine 


that the two day's-between 
the feaſt of S. Clare, and.the 
Aſſumption of the Bleſſed 
Virgin , the office be of. S. 
Clare, with- nine lefſons...The 


.day's following, within. hcr 


ocaue, a Commemoration of 
S.Clare atBenedifus,and Maz- 
pificat. And fince her octaue 
day - falleth  vpon the feaſt: 
of S. Lewis Confeflbr, which 
is duplex matus,a commemo- 
ration ſhal be made of Saint 
Clare, both in Enenſong and 


Laud's.,as on her feaſt. 


8. We wil allo, thar in time 


ofa General Jnterdict, the Si- 


{ters 
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{ters conforme theſelnes vnto: 
the principal Church of the: 
Citie, or place wher they re- 
fide: as ſoone as the ſaid Jn- | 

terdi& ſhal be lawfully int | 
mated vnto them by thoſe , 
whom .1t concerneth , or by 
other certain Meſſangers , or 
letters. The dores of the | 
Church being ſhutt, and the' | the 
excommunicated excluded, | an 
the Siſters ſhal recite. the di- $8. 
uine office, after the ſame th 
manner, as-according to cu-- Ke 
ftome, they vie to ſay- the th 
office of 'the Bleſſed Virgin Ot 
on {i1mple feaſts. Bur if it ſoe- M1 
fall out, that any of the Siſters, ©! 
or” of the  deputed. to: "ru bl 


 HSn. - 
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ſernice of the Conuent,ſhoulc 
in time of the ſaid Jnterdict, 
be ſick, or depart this life ; 


the ehidden or. excommus 
nicated, as afore- ſaid, being 
excluded, they :may burie, or 


communicate-them : but with 


2 low voice ; foe that nothing 


be omitted, appertaining to 


the office, fineralls 2 QF.com- 


munion. 

8. Wheras it is conmuned is in 
the forme of life, that the Si- 
ſters, who canread, muſt ſay 
the alice of the Dead, with- 


-out. mentioning day , hour, , 


manner,or with what obligati- 
on they are to diſcharge ir, 

Suck 4 is the obſcuritie of the 
Rule, 
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Rule,and varietie of opini- 
ons, and writings concerning 


it, that nothing bath as yer 


been determined. We therfore, 


totake away all farther ſcru- 
ple and doubt, which might 


ariſe, and the better to relieue 
the faithfull departed ; wil 
and ordaine, that hence for- 
ward, theSiſters ſay euery day, 
the office of-the Dead, with 
one Nocturne- and Laud's , 
as: heretofore they hane been 
accuſtumed , and' the Abbeſs 
ſhal indge conurnient ; thurf 
day , ftryday and. ſaturday 
in the holy week excepted, 
as alſo Eaſter day, with the 
two days following , Corpus 

g Chriſti 


_ 
i” 


« 
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Chriſti and Chriſtmaſſe day. 
The time to be appointed for 
| this one Nocturne, and. the 
| power to diſpence with the 
' | faid Dierge, is left to the dif- 
| cretionof the Abbels , as ſhe, 
with the aduiſe oftheDilcrect, 
ſhal iudge moſt conuenienr | 
for the Communitie. 'The St | 
ſters, who cannot read,ſhal ſay 
likewiſe enery day, the office 
of the: Dead, with ſome Pater 
noſters ; as. is containedin the 
forme of life, p Bp 
. SeingPrayer 1s 1oe ver | 
AE" Sig thoſe , _T | 
make progrefſe in the way. of | 
vertue, and vnion with God - | 
We ordaine, that two oe | 
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-prayer ; the on in themornin 


after Tierce., before the Conc Þ 
-nentual Maſſe, the other after Þ 
Enenlſong. Which two houres, 


are to -be obſerued, vnleſs, 
for inſt cauſes, the ſecond, 


ſhonld by :the indgment of | 


the Abbeſs, be thought fitt 


to be omitted : .but if the | 


cauſes of omifſio ſhould hap- 


| Fr. more frequent: then the Þ 
1hal require the -aduiſe of her Þ] 
Diſhinee. Thoſe, who by ems |, 
loiments of : Obedience are | 
. hindred fr& this ſecond.hower | 
of prayer, {hall only beobligd Þ 
ynto the firft.” The quarter Þ. 
after Compline is! bag 8 


be cuery day appointed for 


- 4 bd 
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for their: dayly examen' of 


* 


conlcience. 


10. | Moreouer , We require 
of all thoſe , who can conne« 


 nientlyatrendwvnto it, thatin 


imitation of - the: retirement 
of the Apoſtles, after 'the A« 
ſcenſion of our Lord; and the 
better to diſpoſe themſelues 
for the receiuingof the Holy 
Ghoſt, and renewing of.their 
Uowes,[ which We defire may 
always be onthe feaſt of Pers 
tecoſt ] they employ , at the 
leaſt , ſome of thoſe tendays 
in recolle&ion ' and © prayez. 
The place of renewing: their 


+$ facred Vowes;; ſhal be the 


Quire,in preſence of themnoſt 
05 K Bleff 


OY 


antes: -— an oo 
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Bleſſed Sacrament, according Þ| 7 
to the forme preſcribed. - || 
11. To theend, the body} 
may become ſubiect vnto 

_ the ſpirit, and in memorie of 
the ſacred Paſſion of our ſweet 
Lord-and. Saujour, eſpecially 
of his moſt cruel flagellation, 

| We ordaine, that the Siſters 
| trakeadiſcipline twice aweek, 
| _ intime of Lent and Aduent, 
| that is, on mondays and fry- 
days ; but for the reſt of the 
|  yeare, once a week only, to 
witt, yponfrydays; during the 
| | ſpace of the Plalmes Miſerere: 
and: Dei profunds ; the Anti- 
phones Nelreminiſcari : Chri- 
ſus facie oft: and the Poe 
41 WOE Ref= 
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Reſpice queſumms : Deus cut pro« 


prium: and Fidelium Deus, 


Of Abſtinence. _ 

4: .CHMAE I. 
' T being contained in the. 
[ forme of life, that the Si= 
ſters are always to faſt, We 
declare hence, that abſtinence 
from ſleſh, isencry wher, and 
at all times to be obſerued': 
and although leane be giuen- 
in the ſame Rule, that on 
Chriſtmaſſe day, on what day 
loeuer it happenerh ,- two 
meales may be taken: nener« 


= | thelels, itis tobe vnderſtood, 


that vpon that-day, they are. 
Ads K 2 to 
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taabſtaine from fleſh, as ypon 
all the ſondays in the yeare, 
on the which it is lawfull to 
make two-refe&ions, ſuch as 
allChriftiis vie tomake,on all 
ſondays in Lent; accordin 
tothe caſtome and ordinatio 
of the holy' Church. 

2, | Althoughit be contained 
in the ſaid forme of life , that 
the  Abbeſs may charitably 
diſpenſe with the young and 
weak, as ſhe ſhal think it ex- 
pedient.: neuerthelefſe , the 


neceflitie of this diſpenſation 


cannot ordinarily.be aſſigned; 
itoften happening, that ſome, 
at the age of thirteene, are of 


— more ftrength, then on. at | 
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fixteene ,- and ſome . more 
weakened with a ſhort ad light 
infirmitie, then-others with a 
long and. violent ficknefle : 
for which reaſon, We exhort 
all in our Lord, that in all 
occaſions, they foe prudently 
behane themſelnes-; that un 
imitation'ofJE S U'S Chriſt, 
their zeale may rather appeate 
in chatitie, thetr"in'onetgreat 
and indiſcreet auſteritie ;' yer 
ſoe , that the Abbeſs ſhal not 
eaſily diſpenſe, vhilteſſe true 
neceffitie require it: becauſe, 
by ſuch like diſpenſation the 
firſt ſpirit of many Orders 
hath decayed and failed, --* 
3. Neuertheleſſe , the Ab- 
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'beſs; or Uicareſs,with counſel 
of the Diſcreet, may diſpenſe 
with the young , weake and 
infirme , that often in the day; 
they take refection , when it 
that be indged needtull; ſeing 
that Superiours are as much 
obliged to relieve and coms 
fort them in point of diett, as 
in other neceſfaries. : 

Moreoner, We appoint , 
that diligent care be-taken 
by the Abbels, for the equall 
diſtributing of Almes wynto 
the Comunitie ; according to 
the qualitie therof : leaſt the 
want of ſufficiet nnaintenice, 
might gine occaſion to the 
Sifters , of interrupting their 


Vi 


C: 
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yertuons courſes and da 


exerciſes. 


/ 


of Confe [ries and wy; 


Communion, 


U). CHAPT. 


O the end , that _ 

te of body and mind) 
may increaſe and flouriſh iri 
the Siſters of this Order , by 
loue and deustion towards the 
moſt holy Sacrament of the 
altar; We ordaine, that ouer 
and abone the number of 
twelue times in the yeare, 


expreſſed in the forme of life, 


wherin the Siſters, with leaue 
of the Abbeſs, are to cons 
4 tells 
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teſle, and the ſeauen times 
ipecified in the ſaid forme , 
wherin they are to communi- 
cate , they may beſids [ vnleſs 
they be lawfully hindered ] 
confefle: twice euery week, 


and receine as often, the moſt 


pretious body of our Lord, 
at the Connentual Maſle, with 
the greateſt denotion and hu- 
militie they are able.. 
2.: We grant alſo, that the 
Abbeſs with counſel of her 
Diſcreet, may permitt them 
more frequent vie. of holy 
Communion , when it {hal 
keme conducing to their pro- 
grefſe in yertue, and increaſe 


ſoe 


1ndeuotion; yet tearing, leaſt | 
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ſoe great a work be perforin- 
ed carleſsly, and through cu- 
ſtome;' We -ſferiouſly exhort 
them;'in our Lord, to prepare 
themſelues , and to approach 
vnto it, with the greateſt de« 
uotion and reyerence imaghk 
DR 7 297.20 
3. We ordaine alſo, thatnoe 
Siſter, vnder whar colour, or 
pretenſe ſocuer , preſume to 
confeſſe to any Confeflor , 
whither ſecular, or regular, 
of what condition, or qualitie 
he-may happen to be; then to 
the Confeſſor of the Connent: 


in whom is required maturt- 


tie , vertne and prudehice.. 
Jn this notwithſtanding, the 
a: K 5 Abs 


OOO OUTS EUBGOTI SEAS DAN LAs en i 
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Abbeſs may difpenſe,and giue 
' keaue ynto any Siſter {. when 
the canfe ſhal ſeeme inſt and || of 
reaſonable ]. to haue the free- || the 
| dome of an other Confeſlbr $ ye: 
not-doubting,, but God wil | Cc 
mercifully incline the hearts || the 
of ſuperiours, to the affording gic 
_ of ſach charitie , compaſſion | thi 
and true freedome of conſct- | yn 
ENCE, as ſhalt be expedient for | le; 
them... 53 = 
4. Moreouer,We ordaine with | xie 
-our-holy. Mother the Catho- | fe 
lique Church, for the greater | oy 
comfort aad freedome of ſuch pu 
Joules, as are weake and pu- | A: 
HGillanimous, conformable alſo | ta' 
.ynto the decrees of theſacred | ac 
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Council of Trent, command» 
ing all Biſhops and ſuperiours 
of Monaſteries', to- preſent 
them twice, or oftener in the 
yeare, with an extraordinarie 
Confeſlbr , who is to receiue 
the Confeſlions of the Relis 
gious, Wee ordaine Jfay, that 
the Siſters preſent themſelues 
vnro' him; demanding -at the 


leaſt, his BenediAion, | to 


anoyde the note of fingulari- 


tie ] if their difficultie 'in cons 


fefling vato him can not-be 
onercome ; which by. all;/ts 


puncually to be -obſeraed; 


And great diligence is to be 


taken by the Abbeſs , that 
noe extraordinarie be admits 


K6 ed, 
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ed, valeſs whom the Lord Bi- 


ſhopand ſhe ſhal groundedly 
eſteeme, wil oine ſatisfaction 
vnto all; or the greateſt part. 


ofthe Communtie. 


5: Furthermore, We ordaine, 


that none ſhal- confeſle after 


Compline, or Tierce begun, 
vnleſſe the number of Con-- 
feſſions , or ſome other inſt 
cauſe,approued by theAbbels,. 


ſhould require otherwiſe. 


6: Andalthough in the forme- 
of life, itbe eſteemed lawfall,. 
for the Chaplain to celebrate 
Mafle , and: communicate rhe 
fick, within the Monafterie: 
We nenerthelefle; for the a- 

*noyding many inconnenien- 


CES]. : 
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ces, and dangers, which from 
thence may ariſe, command 
the Abbeſs, Portrefles and all 
others, whomit may cocerne, 
that at noe time, ey permutt 
any Prieſt; whither ſecular, or 
regular, to lay Maſle, or giue 
the holy Communion toany 
Siſters within the Monaſterie ; 
fuch only excepted, who by 
reaſon on ſickneſſ>, or ſome- 
contagious: diſeaſe ; cannot be- 
preſcat with: the. reſt in the 
Ehurch , without: detriment 
ro themelues; or: others.. For - 
in this caſe, We grant, that ſea» 
uen times in the: yeare, as 1s. 
contained in the forme of life, 
Or. off ner alſo,.if the Abbeſs 
K 7; with. 
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with her Diſcreet;ſhal indge it 
conuenient, for the comfort 
of the fick, the Confeflor with 
his Compagnion | if the po- 
nertie of the Monaſterie can 
allowe him one ]may enter , 


to pertorme his holy functio; 


Of. the Obſernante of Fncloſure. 


UJ]. CHAPT. 
x. V7 E declare with Pope 
| VV Jnnocent the 4. that 


thoſe,who bind themſelues by 
Vow, vnto this forme of life, 


ought , and are obligd to 


oblerue perpetual Jncloſure ; 


ſoe that; for the whole terme 


od EX 
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exceed the limitts of the Mo- 
naſterie. Neither - can. any 
leaue, or power, to-the con- 
trarie, be granted vnto. them, 
valeſs it be, for the founding, 
reforming; gouerning of ſome 
other Monaſterie ,. or for the: 
auoyding. of ſome incuitable 
danger, and that,with expreſle: 
leaue of the Ordinarie | if it 
may be }.conformable to the 
ſacred Council of Trent. And 
if any. one, or more, for - the: 
afore-ſaid cauſes, ſhould de-. 
bn their Monaſterie , We. or- 
ine, that they..goe vnto the . 
Conuent, or place afligned, , 


with. what ſpeed they may, in. 


companic. of yertuous He vp 


©. 
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fons, alwais recollected, vigi- 
lant in their words, mortified 
in their ſight, and modeſt in 
their countenance, and whole 
compoſure: as beſtemeth the 


han ds of [ESUS Chriſt, | 


and daughters of S, Clate. 


2. Wheras it is mentioned 


in the forme of life, that the 
Lay -Siſters,not bein ory ed by 


Uow of nclofure;haT'lib liberrie, . 


for the ſeruice of the Mona- 


ſerie, to goe abroad, and re- 


turne, as 'octafio ſhould ſerne: 
'We fot withſtanding , fore- 
ſecing the euident angers 
which by this occaſion , may 


happen ro the Siſters andCon- 


Yent,  ordaine ,'conformably 
tothe. 


R "oY TH 40 W 
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to the inſtitute and appoint- 
ment of Pope BenediQ. the 
12.. that from. hence-forth , 
noe proteſſed- Siſters , vnlefle 
for the atore-ſaid cauſes, pre- 
ſume to depart the Jacloſure ;: 
Commanding all the Siſters 
preſent and future , of. what 
ftate, or Condition ſoeuer , al- 
wais to obſerue inuiolably the 
atore-ſaid ordination ; ſoe that. 
none hereafter, {hal preſume; 
vnder title of Lay-Siſters, ſer- 
uants , or what: cauſe foeuer;, 
[ the aforeſaid excepted ] to 
exceed the limitts of perpe- 
tual Jncloſure. 

3, Neuertheleſſe;, if it ſhal 
happen hereafter, that ſeruats 


o 
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are eſteemed needfall, for the 
occalions of the Monaſterie ; 
We permitt them to make vic 
of ſome pious and aged woe- 


men; yet ſoe,as they are neuer 


permitted to weare the habit 
of Religion, or' to enter intd 
the Monaſterie. - -x 


4. - More-oner , We ordaine,. 


that itr enery Conuent , ther 
be erected in ſome conſpicu- 
ous- place , one only Wheele 
or Turne, of a connenient 


height, and. wideneſſe , and | 


foe rounded, that none, on 


either fide, diſcerne, in the 
leaſt, through any chink's, .or 


creuiſes: by which 'Turne, the 


Siſters may recelue, or fend: 
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forth , all neceſſaries for the 
Monaſterie; but if rhe thinges 
be ſoe confiderable, that they 
can not be conneyed by the 
ſaid Turne, they may then be 
ſent forth, or receined, by the 
Monaſterie,. or back Gate: 
- | 5.Ja like manner, We ordaine;. 
. | for the greater ſecnritie-and. 
puritie of the Religious and 
Conuent, that for the future, 
noe other Grate, or Turne be- 

rmitted ; excepting thoſe 
which are before exprefſed.. 
6. Furthermore, We wil, that. 
- [neerthe Turne, ther be erect- 
" [eda ſpeaking place,wel fenced 
with. iron. pikes, wher the Re- . 
- [ligious may ſpeak, whenineed 


{bat 
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{hal be; according to the man- 


ner” expreſſed in the forme of 
life, and theſe preſent ordi- 


nations. | 


7. Moreouer, We ordaine , | 
that within the Jncloſure' of | 
the Monaſterie , oppoſitt vato |- 


gate 


or principal gate-: in ſuch ſort, 


that their perſons or-voices, | 
may in noe” ways, be diſcern-] 


ed, by ſeculars without. Wee 


Ordaine: likewiſe , that* the 
gardin, anddormitorie dores, | - 
beeriery night fecurely locked] 1 


8. Forgreater ſecuritie, and 


the| 


the” cp; oate, an other]. 
gate be made ; ſoe that the Si-]: 
_ ſters bewholy debarred, from| 
ahy accefle vnito the ontward, | 
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the auoyding of future incon- 
veniences, Wee alſoc ordaine, 
that noe Siſter,of what condi- 
tion ſocuer, ſhal ſend,or cauſe 


to. be ſent any letter, or writ- 
ings, opened, or ſealed, either 
by themſelues, or others ,to 
any perſon, by any meanes, 
or ways whatſoener, vntill the 
afore-ſaid letters, or writings, 
be firſt peruſed , ſealed ;/ or 
.cauſed .to be ſealed, by the 


Abbeſs; or her ſubſtitute ; nar 
Thal any greſume to receiue, 


or open any letters, valeſs 


firſt delivered vato the. Ab- 
beſs , or Vicarelſs;-vnto whole 
-prudece-is reſerued the giue- 
ing, or not giuing them, vato 

whom 
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whom they are directed: and 
the Siſter that ſhal attempt 
any thing to the contrarie, 
ſhal be lyable ro exemplar 
puniſhmenr. 


Of the Eletion of the Abbeſs, 


Diſcreet anda other Officers, 


. UJJJ. CHAPT. 
I. O the end; the Siſters 


may proceede with 


greater ſecuritie in this ele- 
Ction , We wil ang ordaine, 


that when the Abbelſs of any 


Conuent ſhal depart this lite, 
or be detained, by ſome Jong 
infirmitie , from exercifi 


her office, or ſhall be found. 


" guil- 
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guiltie of any enotmous 
crime , and grieuons offence 
againſt her Rule, or holy ob- 
ſeruance, or when ſhe, for 
ſome cofiderable cauſe,would 
renounce her charge , three 
day's after her death, or after 
her depoſition , or renuntia- 
tion of her office , the Pro- 
feſſedSiſters ſhall prouide the- 
{elues of an other Abbeſs; ob+ 
ſcruing in the Election the 
Canonical forme preſcribed 
in the Council of 'Trent, that 
the Perſon elected, hath ac- 
compliſhed , at the leaſt, the 
age of 3o. years, and lined 
laudably inReligion,the ſpace 
of ſeauen, or cight ycares, af- 

rer 
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ter her Profeſſion. 


2. Jn the Election of: a 
Abbeſs, , this forme muſt be j 
obſerned. The third day aftet 


her departure,as aforeſaid, the 
Vicareſs ſhal by letter, or 


otherwiſe , acquaint the Bi- | 
ſhop of the death, or depoſfi-. 
tion of the Abbeſs, and ſhal | 
requeſt him to prefide at the | 
election of an other, by either 
himſelfe;or his fubſtitute. The }- 
they ſhal ele beforehid, two | 
witnefſes, or Afſiſtents, pru- | 


dent and pious men, and 
Priefts, if they can conueni- 
ently be had, who may afſiſt 
the Biſhop, or his ſubſtitute; 


That ſoe the Election may be | 
more ; 


A 2 BOBOCDAPOIS ompBwmSos9y 
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more ſecurely - performed, 
: without partialitie, or inin- 
1 ftice, according to the .pre« 
Fcripts of the holy Canons... 
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3- Until the arriual of the 
Biſhop z OF his Deputie, the 


. "Siſters ſhal offer continual 
| -and feruent prayer toAlmigh« 

- tie God; humbly beſeeching 
- bim) to diſpoſe all things to. 
-the honour and glorie of his 
- Dinine Maieſtie. And We 
-command, in vertue of Holy 
Obediece, that the Sil 
not ſpeak ynto ong-an other, 
concerning the Election , Els 
ther by way of. counſel, or 


ters doe 


perſon; ſeems/to me. fitt,. of 
2") L | 


what 
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what think" you of ſuch an. 
one: bur lett each one referr 
the Election to the inftint of 
_ the Holy Ghoſt. Lett ſpecial | 

fegard be had inall Elections, 
that they CR ſincerely , 


piouſly an Caloriicalty, with. 
out ifſention-; that being 
vnited in peace- and Charitie,, 
\ they may make choice of her, 
whom they 1 hal efteeme moſt 
fitt for the guid ood of the Religi- 


ous, and a Hancement of. the 


Monaſterie.” BLLIS 

4. For the better vniting 
and conforming the Siſters to 
the divine will, a Maſe ſhal 
be celebrated of the Holy 
Ghoſt: at the which, all ſhal 


DP =y 
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recciue the Bleſſed Sacramer, 


that ſoe they jmay proceed 


| more ſecurely in the Blectio. 


of the Abbeſs; wherin this 
methode ts to be obſerued by 
the Vicareſs.” She muſt Write, 
or cauſe to be written in the 
fame hand, twice orthrice, as 


many biglietts , as ther are 


Profeſſed Siſters; andin each 
bigliett theſe words ſhal be 
written. ] chooſe for our -R; 
Mother Abbeſs Siſter -N, and 
the Vicareſs ſhal-deliner ro 
each of the Profes't Reli gious 
A bigliett , wherin the Siſter 


ſthal- write the .name of her; 


whom ſhe thinks in colcience, 
and in che ſight of God,to 
L 2 be 
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be moſt fitt for that office. 
The Biſhop, or his Deputie 
being arriged, ſhal, in order 


to the future Election, make 


an Exhortatio toall the Siſters 
aſſembled at the Grate, in the 
—_ :.and the.cxhortation 
ended, the Religious retyring, 


their bigliets [ in which they 


cup: 08 veſſel prepared 'tor 
that p! poſe; and the Biſhop, 
or ſyperiour , ſhewing them 
,vyato the Witnefles, or Afſi- 
nts , ſhal-in order , declare 
W many votes, or ſuffrages 
cach 


thal retarne in order,vntothe | 
Biſ » OT Deputie 0 and Caſt | 


baue written! her name, who | 
they ele for Abbeſs ] intoa | 


taps pan il (h 


ow i 8 n 


Nt OQ.” 


0, 
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each one hath, thar ſtanderh 
in Election; beginning from 
her, that hath feweſt, and foe 
proceeding vntothe reſt, She, 
ſhal be thought truly choſery, 
whoſe ſuffrages ſhal'' exceed 
the half part of the Commun 
nitie. And ifit happeneth, that 
none be choſen the firſt forw- 
tinie, they ſhal in like man- 
ner, proceed viito aſecond, ot 
third, afd'foe forwards, vatil 
their be an Abbeſs elected. 

5. - Which: ended ,- atid- the 
ſuffrages* publiſhed 3 the Bi- 
ſhop, or'his Depurie thal cons 
firme the Electio in the name 

of the Father, and of the ſon, 
and of the HolyGhoſt, Amen. 

by "hs $- + 
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Te Deum landamus becing fayd' 


by. the Siſters, the Biſhop ſhal 
conclude it with Dew qui cords 


faelium, Concede nos, and the 
two verſicles-and colledts. of 
S. Francis , and. S. Clare. « 


Genfirma hoc Der , and. AiZios 


2s. 'Fhen the Religious em- 
bracing: their. new Mother ., 
{hal acknowledge her for their 
true and lawfull Abbeſs and 


ſuperioue;. The ſame order 
ſhal be obſerned, in the Ele- 
Qion of the \U icareſs , Dil- 
creet-, and other Officers , 
which. they. ſhal chooſe by 


word of jp/Buy only, and | 


without writing, And for theſe 


its, the part of 
the | 


"FS," , OS os 
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the voices. ſhal ſuffiſe. Tie 
Vicareſs , togeath r with the 
other. officers , ſhal be pre- 
scted enery three m_— vato: 
the ſuffrages of Jommu- 
nitie : in whoſe pen it ſhal 
be, to confirme,or depoſe. the 
according” as they ſhal m ig 
expedient. None ſhal be eleQ- 
ed-vnto any office, not haning 
lined landably' foure. yeares 
in Religion ; and accompliſh't | 
the age of 25. yeares; vnleſs 
the cotrarie thonld beind oed 
neceſſarie, - Three yeares "of 
Profeſlion'are. required: vato' 

thoſe, who-hane - uffrages- it 
the Election of officers, but. 
In the choice -of-the Abbeſs; 
SEE #7 all- 
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all the Profeſſed ſhal haneanſ x. 
"aCtine yoice. _ 
'6. To the end; peace, lonef y; 
and puritie of conſcience , | 
-may the more flouriſh, and} 
be preſerned amongſt the Si-] G 
Kers, We exhort themin our | - 
.Lord JESUS CHRIST, that 
rn all Eleftions,..or- changing” 
'of Officers and Diſcreet; they 
-anoyd all ambition ,- diſcord 
and partialitie;- in promoting 
perſons lefſe worthy, and ſup- 
\prefſi ng others more fitt ; for 
in ſuch proceedings , their } 
eonfciences would be much {| 
' blemiſhed- and ſtained... . | 
.5, The Siſters ſhal not; in | - 
' the EleQion of the offices, | 3 
"> oP = + take | 
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take counſel ty one an: other; 
by dire&ly, or indirealy ap» 
prouing , or - difaprouing of 
* >] afy: But lett-them commend 
01 the buſinefle:vnwo Almightis 
God; with feruent prayer;.and 
| finceredeſireof his glorie,and 
| of the common; peace, and 
| good of the: Monafterie. Tie 
EleQtion-ended';, they ſhalnot 
diſpute, or deliver their opi= 
nions; concerning what paſſed 
in order to the Election, or re« 
monal of anySiſter; or by way 
j of diſcourſe, mention, vnto 
| whom they gaue, or 'denyed 
{ their ſuffrage: bur lett them 
| -reſtſatisfied iri the choice and - 
| Election,as coformable vato 

Cas Ls the 


A — 


3% 
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the- holy will of God. 


$:- pra We admonith 
#he,:that none, being, lawfully 


elected to: any.office,;doe de- 
Cline the: burden ,.-or: labour 
impoſed-ypon them; but that 


humbly accepting it; as from 


the hand of God, they endear 


uour +" conformably; to MT 
forme their duetie ,acco 


to the grace beſtowed on the: Þ 


Not: deſirous; to be exempted, 
without iuſt- cauſe, approued 


.with mature adui ſe; but rather - 


embracing their charge, with 
6 True, bel 

God. And if .it ſhould foe. 
, happen , that they were - re- 
nes from _ office, __ 


S—,_ 


ence :and lone of. 
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muſt with indifferecie, reſigns 


1] themſelnes ; conformably t6 


that ſaying ofholy S. Francis? 


lett the takeing from ſuperioritiz 
noe more diſquiet you ; then the 


7emonall from the employment 


of waſhing the Sifters feet... 


| Ay + L, Wn 
The mcuner of holding Chapter. | 


PÞt CHAPT.. - 


1. T being contained its 
the forme of life,” that 


the Abbeſs is enioyned toaf 


ſemble the Siſters;at the leaſt, 


once aweek'in Chapter: We 


appoint accordingly, that ſhe, 


L 6 ig 
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in which all the Siſters not} fp 


hindered by infirmitie , maſt 


be'preſent.' Aſecond;'or third | 


Chapter may be alſo adioyn'd 
in the week , according to the 
number of the-- Siſters, and 


varietie of occaſions ;-regard 
being alwais had to the di-. 
nine office and domeſtical dis - 


ſcipline. 


2. As often; asit ſhal pleaſe - 
che Abbeſs to: aſſemble the - 


Siſters vnto Chapter,the ſigne 
of Obedieceſhal be ginen, by 
aſoft toling of the bell; wher- 
TMo all the Siſters, that are 


aot hindred, cither with infir- 


anitie obedience , or care of 
ae fick, thal repaire with 


Abbeſs,.or Vicareſs making - 
the figne-of the Crofle; ſhal' 
recomend the: lining and the ' 


batt. of ET V0 OO 


fpeed and diligence; and the 


dead; naming ;-in particular, 
thoſe benefactours; fro whona - 
they haue receiued any almes. . 
Which ended , they +ſhal-all 
riſe, and beginne. the:Pialmes - 
Ad te leuani- oculos, De"profun 
d;,and other ſuffrages, aflign- 


Ic 


the Siſters: anſwering Amen: - 


| Afier which; the Abbeſs and 
| Religions: being ſcated;, the 


* 


_ wa the. fit place, tell thi 
Eroys GJ, 


7 faults) 
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fanlts; and a pennance being © F 
enjoyned them by theAbbeſs, | PE. 
or Vicareſs , they hal depart, 
to pray for the reft, © * 
3; Afﬀeer their departure; all | *® 
the Profeſſed Siſters, proſtrate pe 
on the! grownd, ſhal'in gene- Tx 
ral,hibly confeſle their Golts La 
and receine a pennance, ac | PF 
cording to the diſcretion of | 
the Atheſe: which done, each lea 
one likewiſe in particular, lef 

beginning from'the youngeſt, | ®* 
Thal' diſtintly* and humbly | 5* 
acknowledge thoſe faults, of $0 
which they hal indge them« - | P* 
Telues moſt guittie; rowhome | 7 
"the Abbeſs, or Vicareſs thal | k 
kimpoſeapetman A” 1.48 


tO! HY Woo 2.4 


, ”- 
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to. the qualitie of the fault ,.. 
and if necefſarie , frendly ad- 
moniſh and. corre . them , 
without the. leaſt ſigne of pats | 
4-. The Siſters ſhal humbly - 
admitt, and piouſly performe 
their enioyned pennance ; not 
preſuming to.bring,excules , - 


or ſpeak. in, Chapter without 
| leaue of. the Abbeſs , mach - 


lefſe to.contradict either here, 


or in any place -whatſoeuer. . 
5- They {hal not exprobrate, 
prehbeded in Chaprer , or com- 
mitted, either inthe world, gr 
1n Religion: and if any ſhal. 
happen to be guiltic of this 


cr 3» , 
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crime, ſhe ſhal be lyable to 
fuch chaſtiſement, as the Ab- 


beſs ſhall thinke fitt. ' 


6+ JF anything of buſinefſe 


ſhal further ovccurre ro be dif- 


cuſſed, it may be now treated; 


according to the forme of life, 
with due 7457 ga arid mode- 


fie; inordinate and ſiperflu- 


gus words being ' attoyded, 
The Abbeſs ar: the end, mak- 
ing the ſigne of the Croſſe, 


and ſaying Adintorium noſtri 
#n nomine Dominz, and the Si- 
ters —— ferit celum- 

_Ihal all depart 


& terram, they 


$. £ ; ?'' '9 "2 
: 
* 


, F ; L $2 
"4 PE My | br | 
f - %» &.> 4a 
4 % ; 
ak | 
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of þ ſo 700 , and. the manner of 
ſpeaking at the Grate , and © 
Speak-houſe. -Irifh 
"X. CHA PT; 


Eace being A work 2 
Juſtice , and filence'a 


bahwock and defenſe of | peace, 


leaſt the feruour of deuotio. 
ſhould grow-cold by frequet 
and inordinate diſcourſe, We 
ordaine, that conformably to 
the forme of life; . from the 
end of Compline vnto the end 
of Tiercethe next day , filece . 
be-exactly obſeriied;.. 

2. Ja the Quire ahd” Dor- 
mitorie., they ſhal oblerne 
$; 9 4A pers 
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perpetual filence, and in the 
ef<&orie, in' time of ref. 


Rion : but not it the Jofir- 


marie; as is preſcribed inthe 
forme of life, And although: | 
noe mention be made of fi-: 
lence in-the Cloifter; for that 
inthe "tim? of S; Elar's re- 
ceiuing the forme of life fro 


S. Francis; in the Monaſterie 
of -S: Datnian , wher-ſhe then 


refided:,. by: reaſon of their 


great ponertie, and ſcarcitie 
of- place ,- ne 'Cloiſter' was 


erected ;'We, notw ithſtand- 
ins, diligently- pondering”, 
that in all wel ordered Conn. 
munities, the Cloiſter is' cuer 
eZ veto the Church, jm 
| which- 
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.[which, filence is accuſtome® 


to be obſerued, preſcribe and 


|ordaine, that for the furure ,. 
|[filence be as wel obſernedin: 
the Cloiſter, as in other places. 


mentioned' in' the. forme . of 
3. Moreoner,,'We comand,. 
that noe Siſters of what con-- 
ditio ſocuer, goe to the ſpeak-, 
houſe, without: licence of the 
Abbeſs, or Uicareſs; or leaue 
being. obtained”, ſpeak with 
any ; valeſs inthe preſence of 
two Diſcreet,who may clcerly 
heare and. perceine, what iS. 
diſcourſed: For ifat the Grate 
in the Church, three Diſcreet 
are aligned, wher'thy are in 

| bs ne ES, 
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the prefence of God , and his 
$04 : with how nitch more 
reaſon, ought two at leaſt, be 


Speakhouſe. 


+ Weordaitg lkewife, ik 
according to the forme of life, 
noe Siſter euer preſume to 
ſpeak vnto any extern at the 


Gate oof the Monaſterie, either 


in preſence, orabſence of her- 


companions .. We wil more- 


ouer, when neceflitie, or-iuſt 
occaſion thal vrge any Siſter 


to ſpeakeat the Grate; in the 


Church”, - that: before they 


begin to ſpeak, the Siſter ap- 
| pointed for that purpole, ray(- 


135%h , with fach as haue 
leaue to. diſcourſe-' in; the: 


ing. | 
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us ing 2 httle, the curtine that 
Telangeth within the Grate, ſhal 
elſert it fall immediatly into its 
[©|former place. None ſhal ſpeak 
©lhere, vnleſs it be with perſons 


; [eſteemed for their dignitie, of 
vertue., or with Parents, ' kin- 
|. dred, or ſpiritual friends -and 
| that allſoe, for-:reuerence to 
the H : Sacrament , muſt be 
' | ſeldome-permitted , and fora 
| ihort tyme. De 
| 5. -Weordaineallo, that noe 
| Siſter in the Lent.of S.Mar 
tin, [ beginning the day enſu- 
ing after all Saints, aud laſting 
vntil Chriſtmaſſe ] as alſo in 
the ſecond Lent, | beginning 
the Munday kane 5" 
OT Quin- 
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Quinquageſima ſonday } ſhal 


Tpeak with any perſon, in the| 


Speakhouſe, or at'the Grate, 
'ynleſs for cauſes cxprefied in 
:the forme of lite ; except only 


the Abbels , Uicareſs and| 


Portrels, cHerang the af 
-Faires of the 'Monalterie, ac- 


cording tocuſtome, At which |. 


times, writing of letters vnto 
their kindred, or friends, is 
prohibited ; valeſs it be for 
reat and vrgent cauſes,which 


\ 


ſhal be left to the indgment i 


6. We alſo exhort them in 
our Loxd JESUS CHRIST, 
that when any Siſter ſpeaketh 
AT.the Grate, in the Church, 
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or-in the Speakhouſe, [ for at 
the Turne it ſhal.not be per- 
mitted, but for ſome neceſ{a- 
rie and-incuitableoccaſio } all 
prolixe.,and vnprofitable dif- 
courſes with ſeculars be anoyd= 
ed, and that their ſpeeches 
ſavour of yertue and pietie, 
as becometh the handmaids 
of our Lord JESUS, and the 
obſeruers of the holy Ghoſpel. 
7. The better to auoide fa- 
miliaritie, id vnneceſlarie dif 


| courſes with ſeculars , .We 


ordaine , that noe Siſter , by 
hex ſelf, or others, be God - 
mother to-the Children of wy 

perſon whatſoever. 'We'alſs 
appoint , that noe Siſter, al- 
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though ſhe haue licence, ſhab }Þ 
| —— withany perſonentring F 

Monaſterie, for-iuſt occa« } 
Honor to viſit: the fick+ |: 
-vnleſs two Diſcreet, afliened 
by the Abbeſs, of Uicareſs be | 
'preſent, and hear .their dif> | 
- courſe;at which time,theyſhal 
peak with their face modeſtly 
. couered,, and body inclined, 
:1n few words, and with'a low 
voice; as beſcemeth Reli gh 
ous grauitie, 


F of the Obſeruice of HolyPouertie, 
and op of all Proprietie, © | 
XJ], CHAP-T.. 


0 Eing that ; according 


"to the forms of life; the 
Ab 
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Abbeſs and all the Siſters are 
to obſerue the holy pouertie, 


promiſed vnto God, and S. 
|; Francis, wherby they diſpoſ 
| ſefſe themſclues, of allright, 


or intereſt to any thing what- 
ſoeuer. To the end this poues« 
tie may be more entirely ob« 
{crucd, We protubit theSiſters 
from hyring any houſe , field, 
garden, meddow, vineyard, 
or other thing whatſoener, to 
be huſbanded, or poſſeſſed for 
their owne priuate vies; 

2. Beſids, they ſhal not haue 


any inheritances,or rents; any 


annuall prouifions , orperpe= 


tual almes, either by them- 


ſelues , or the mediation of 
| M any 
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any other: neither ſhal they} + 
haue any granaryes, or ſtore-} 
houſes filled with neceflaries, | 
bought , begg'd, or otherwiſe | 


obtained, tor aboue a yeares 

rouiſton , which they might 
ell -to ſuſtaine themſelnes , 
without begging ; it being 


wholy repugnant vato pouer- | 
' fie. Nor Jhal they haue , or ! 
poſſefle any heards of ſheep, *! 
oxen, horſes, cupps of gould, | 
filuer , or other pretious met- | 
tall: but lett all curious and ' 
fuperfluons things , as wel in } 
their houſe-hold-ftuff, as in | 
the ornaments of the Church, *' 
be carefully 'auoyded , rhat | 
holy pouertie may cuer ſhine | 
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amongſt you;according to the 
perfection , and intention of 
your holy Rule. = 
3. We alſowillandordaine, 
that the legacyes left vnto 
you, be diſpoſed of, according 
to the decree of - Nicolas the 
third, in his declaration vpon 
the Rule of-S, Francis. And 
ſeeing , mention 1s made in 
the forme of life , that the Re- 
ligions ought not. to: poſſeſſt 
houfe , place, or other thing 
whatſocner , as their owne:,: 


| and that the faid Pope Nico* 
| las, vpon the expoſition of the: 


{ad Rule, togeather with Cle«' 
ment the 5. and many other; 
Popes, haue declared , that 

M2 the 
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the abdication, and renunti- 
gtion of all | things expreſt 
therin,ought to be vnderſtood 
and obſerued, as wel in parti- 
cular, as in general: We hens. 
Vp9,adhering to the afore-ſaid 
declarations, doe ordaine and 
command, that the ſud abdi- 
cation. ,- and renuntiation of 
all proprietie [ which rhey, for 
the lone of God, doe vow as! 
meritorious., profitable, and 
worthy, of an cternal reward }]| 
be, by all preſent and future, 
as. wel in particular, as in ge-! 
_neral, cnrizely obſcrued. Not- | 
withitanding they. may, with 
a ſafe conſcience, have. the 


ſamplevſcofthoſethings[ yet 
with- 


th 
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"| are not prohibited ; 
*| example , neceſlaires requiſite 
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| without proprietie ] which are 


anted then , according to 
the forme of life, and of fach 
alſo, which by the ſame Rule, 
as for 


for the decent adminiſtration 
of the divine office, for theit 
habitation , maintenance, and 
| performance of their emploi- 
ments , according to the faid 
| forme of life, and holy Reli- 


| gio, They may likewiſe, make 
| vie of thoſe things, which 


| they thal haue gained, by their 


"| labour and induftrie, as alſo 
| whar others, for the loue of 


God, ſhal giue, or procureto 
bebeſtowed on them. For the 
M 3 things 
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things ginen,begg'd,or carn'd,| . 
doe not repugne with the ſtate 
of ponertie and Religion. , | 


which they profeſſe. 

4. Weordaine likewiſe, that 
the almes beſtowed on the Si- 
ſters, as wel in particular, as 
In general, be diſtributed to 
the needy, according to the 
wdgment ofthe Abbeſs, And 
We prohibite any Siſter from 
preſuming to giue , or. beſtow 

atty Fung ſent by her parents, 

or friends. of the Conuent , 

whither to. her ſelf or orhers, 

without leaue of the Abbeſs. 
5. We wil alſo , that the 

manner of contracting debts 


be alwais , and cuery-wher 


ob» 
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obſerued by the Siſters , 1n 


'Ifach ſort, as ir is contained 


in the forme of life, and that 
eſpecial regard be had, that 
noe ſumptuous, or magmificet 


[building beereced ;but that 


they remaine contented with 
poore and humble houſes, in 


| imitation of the ſacred po- 
| uertie of onr Lord JESUS 


CHRIST. 
6. This point of ſublime po- 
uertie , hath by enforcing ne- 
ceſlitie, been diſpeced whith- 
al, by the. Lords Biſhops their 
ſuperiours, in ſome Conneats 
of the Engliſh nation, in or- 
der to the enioying of lands, 
and rents, and receiuing por« 
M 4 tions ; 
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tions , during the time of theirl ter 


baniſhment out of rheir na- 


\tiue ſoyle, vntil it ſhal pleaſe 


God, to reſtore Catholique 
Religion, and rayſe vp Con- 


vents: in; their now afflicted 


Countrie; not hauing other 
ſubſiſtance at preſent , and 
being only admitted, and per- 


- mitted to live in town's of 


the Low-Countries , vpon CO- 
dition and promile , of not 


| begging, or being chargeable 


ynto them. 
of the Infirme Siſters. 
X]J. CHAPT.. 


1, XV/7 BE ordaine that the 


VY- infirme and weak S1- 
ſters 


for 


1C| 
ts 


leaſt through their negligece y 
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ſters be carefully prouided 
for , by the Abbeſs, or Vica= 
reſs. The Siſters deputed to 
the care of the fick, ſthal haue 
regard, not-to- be found re« 


| nuſle in their office, but ſhal 


ſerue them, with all humiltie, 
pietie , and feruent charitie, 
as themſelues wonld defirein 
the ſame condition; 
2, Jn like manner, the Ab« 
beſs, vnleſs lawfully hindred, 
ſhall of charitie viſit, at the 
leaſt once a day, the infirme, 
who for ſome time hane been 


| confined vnto their beds: and. 


in her abſence, the VUicareſs- 
ſhal performe the ſame dutie; 


4 
I _ 


—4 


M5 


be accompanied by the Ab- 
beſs, or Wicareſs,or by two, 
orthree of the Diſcreet. And: 
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the infirmeSiſters be deprined 


of neceſlaries conuenient for hap 


their comfort. | 


3: The Abbeſs, or Vicareſs ,. 


thal not conſult.any Phiſitian, 
orSurgeon vpon.the reconerie 


of any infirme Siſter, that 1s 


not pious and Catholique. 
Sach, as for:inſt-occaſion are 
cal'd into the Monaſterie, 
during their aboad ther, ſhall 


when ther thal be preſent di- 
ger of death , lett the fonle 
firſt , by the Holy Sacraments 


-of the Church, and then the 


*_ 


body be diligently prouided 
jor, CAE 4+- 


ro | 


ned 
for| 


fs, 
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4. Moreouer, if it ſhould 
happen to any of the Siſters, 
ro be viſited with ſome grie+ 
nous , or contagious diſeaſe 5 
as leaproſie, weakneſſt of the 
head, frenſie, or ſuch like ins 
firmitie , ſoe as they can-not 
comodiouſly remaine amogſt 
the reſt of the Siſters; a cons 
uenient place muſt be aſſtign- 
ed them with-in the Monaſte« 
rie; ſeparate from the reſt, and 
due attendance be giuen the; 
as the neceſlitie of the diſeaſe 
requireth, without being forc- 
ed at any time, to-depart the 
Monaſterie. . v5 
5. We exhort all the Siſters 
preſent and to. cone, that. for 
-; M6 the. 
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time of the viſit , and by bim 


the lone of God, and the 
bitter death and paſſion of 
our Saviour IESYVSCHRIST, 
they doe not eſteeme it hard 
ny 


tedious, to ſerue thoſe, 


whom God ſhal vifit within. 
firmities , but that humbly 
aud piouſly they extend their 
charitie vatoall, according to: 
their neceſlitie. And if any, 


puted to the 1ſeruice of the 


fick, are found defectine, and 


that ſuperiours doe not pro- 
nide for them, according to 
their condition , qualitie and 
place, with aduiſe, diet, and 
other neceſlaries, lett them 
be accuſed to the Uifitor in 


ſen 
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ſenerely puniſhed , as inhu- 
mane; if ] ſay they haue been 
found notably defectine , in 
this their. dutie to the ſick. 

6. The infirme Siſters ſhat. 
repoſe: ypon beds of chafe ; 

hauing a feather bolſter vnder 
their head, as is-preſcribed in 
the forme of life. But ifany 

be detained by a tedious and. 
long diſeaſe, or if ſome other 
mſt and legitimate cauſe doe 
occurre, the: Abbelſs, or Vica- 
reſs, with aduiſe of the Dil- 
creet., onght to-prouide them. 
of feather-beds, linnen, and 


_ other neceſlaries ,- for their 


better repoſe; as they in{pired_ 
by God, in their conſcience 
M. 7 ſhal: 
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ſhal indge expedient, and the 
infirmitie of the fick-require; 
7. Lett eſpecial care be had 
by thoſe whom it may con- 
cerne , that at the _ 


of any Siſter out of this life, 
ſhe haue on, the habit of the 
Order, Corde and Vaile, and 
be buried , according to the 
accuſtomed manner; - 

8. Wherasby way of diſpen- 
ſation it' is permitted in the 


forme of lite, that the vie of 


ſocks may be granted vnto 
thoſe, who need them; We or- 
daine, that-noe Siſters of what 


office , or condition oeuer , 
in time of health, vſe ſocks, 


vuleſs preſct neceſlitic ſhould 


— 


_ 
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[require it. Which neceſfitie , 
. [{hal not be determined by the 


opinion of each Siſter, but by, 


{the Abbeſs only', when ſhe 
| {hal obſerae. them. to ſtand in. 


need, or: they deſire a, diſpen- 

ſation; which ſhe, with aluiſe: 
of theDiſcreet,may grant the, 
as long as their neceſlitie ſhal. 
continue. 


af the Siſters manuall exerciſes. 


 Ajlj- CHAPT. 
r. Þ T being: ſpecified in the 
 Þ forme of life ,.that the 
Siſters vato whom God hath 
ginen:grace;,and-ſtrength to 
work ,. ought. to begin. after 
Finer) Tierce ;; 
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Fierce; rhat this may the bet-- 


ter be obſerned by all , We 


will, that for the lone of God, 


none decline work's of labour; 


charitie and humilitie;- and 


when the Abbeſs , or. Vicareſs 


ſhal impoſe any work to be 


done;either: for the common, 


or particular profit of the Co- 


uent, that it. be willingly ac-- 
cepted, without murmuratio 


and contradiction., and faith- 
tully and piouſly performed, 


2. Noeone,enioying perfect 


heath, ſhal gine way to ſloth, 


or negligence ypon pretence, 
grounded in pride, of not 
hauing the tallent of perform- 


ing this,or that work; but they 


muſt 
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-.| muſt with all obedience and 


humilitie,comply with the wil 
of their ſuperiour, according. 
vnto their Vow. Lett care be 
had by the Abbeſs and Vica- 
reſs, that nothing be enioyned 
the Religious, which can not 
well be performed, 
3. Although the time men- 
tioned in the forme of life , 
for the Siſters to begin their 
work, be after- Tierce; We, 
neuertaeleſs, conſidering the 
ſtrickt pouertie, and want, to 
which the ſaid Siſters may be 
reduced, doe grant vnto the 
Abbelſs,orUicarels free power 
to diſpenſe , with the ſaid Si- 
ſters, as they ſhal iudge fitt, 
| to- 
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to begin, or finiſh any work 


before the ſaid honre. 

4. We command likewiſe, 
that noe Siſter for any cauſe 
whatſoener,preſume to begin, 


or finiſh any work mixed with 


curiofitie' and vanitie : but 
when any thing in this nature 


ſhal be requiſite to be vnder- 


taken, the Siſters ſhal conſult 
the Abbeſs-, or Uicareſs, whi- 
ther or noe, they iudge it ex- 
pedient to be done ; nothin 
being to be vndertaken, with- 
out theirapprobation and co- 
ſent. The Siſters tranſgrefling, 
ſhal be puniſhed, as the Ab- 
beſs , or Uicareſs ſhal think 
expedient; 


J- 
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5.  Maſſe being finiſhed, the 
ſione ſhal be giuen to-work, at 


1a connenient houre; at which, 


all the Siſters not lawfully 
hindred , ſhal berake them- 
ſelnes to their works impoſed 


| vpon. them. We ordaine alſo, 


that the: Siſters', as wel pre- 
ſent as to come , alwais, and 
in all places, abſtaine from ſe- 
cular and vaine. recreations,. 
worldly and fruitleſs playes , 
of what kind ſocuer, and how- 
ſocuer performed. | 
6. Whea two. or three with 
licence,are metr.tog-ather, to- 
talke and recreate, | for other- 
wiſe1ilence is to be obſerued ]. 
their diſcourſe is to be of God, 
I 


——"* FETs. + WII wore 
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hnes of Saints, or ſome other 
decent, indifferent and profi- 
table ſubiect , coducing to the 
progreſſe in vertue, and good 
of their ſoules; having eſpe- 
cial regard , to anoydeall idle, 


dangerous , and detractiue| 


words, as beſeemeth the hand- 


maids of Chriſt, obſerners of | 


the holy Ghoſpel , and pro- 
feflors of ſacred Religion. 


7. We prohibit thelifters to- 


write , cauſe to: be written, or 


poſſeſle any booke,; or book's 


fauouring of vanitie,or ſecular 


hiſtorie : the vie notwithſtand- 
ing , of pious book's is per- 
mirted them, for the good and 
comfort of their ſoules : which 
os _ they 


T 
they N 
ticulat 
OF 1N 
to th 
Abbe 


et 
FI 
1E 
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they may read, either in par- 
ticular, or common , ar table, 
or in other places ; according 


[to the wil and order of the 


Abbelſs. 


_ Of the Correftion of the Si- 
fters offending, 


X JU. CHAPT. 


1. E ordaine , that in 

Y euery Conuent the 
Abbeſs, or in her abſence, the 
Vicareſs , humbly and with 
charitie,admoniſh and correct 
the Siſters offending ; leaſt for 
want of admonition, they fall 
headlong into faults and trif- 
greflions, Yet ſuperiours, [ as 


IS 
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1s abone ſayd ] muſt in their 

reprehenfions , be mindfull of 

humilitie , and due ordered 

charitie, 
2. Lett care be taken, leaſt 
vnder pretext of humilitie 
and ſweetneſs, they giue occa- 
ſton to the Siſters of hbertie 
and relaxation, aad vnder the 
cloake of charitie,they cheriſh 
ſenſualitie , which in time, 
would prove the Tuine of 
ſoules. Wherfore , - without 
diſtin&tion of perſcns, they 
ought to correct all,according 
to the qualitie of the offence, 
3. Yert,if it ſhould happen, 
[ which 'God forbid Jthat any. 
Siſter ſhould comitt foe great 
a 
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a.crime, as to endanger ther- 
by , her eternal ſaluation, and 
blaſt the order with infamie 
and cofuhion , or if any 1 hould 
remaine ſoe refractoris; 1 INCUr-= 
rigible, and obſtinate in her 
malice, that ſhe would , in noe 
wiſe, amed herſelf; ther muſt 
be for ſuch as theſe, in every 
Conuent, a ſtrong, yet hu- 
mane place of correctio, wher- 
in the guiltie ſhall be confin'd 
to bread and water , for a 
week , month, yeare , and 
euen op euer, if the offence 
require it , and the Abbeſs, 
with her Duſcreer, ſhal age 
p neceſlarie, 

. Jfit happen allo, that any. 

. . . Siſter: 


. vndecent and inturious words 
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Siſter rebells againſt rhe Ab« 
beſs, orUicareſs,or caſts forth 


avainſt them, ſhe ſhal in the 
preſenſe of the Siſters, ſitting 
on the ground , in time of 
table, taſt with bread id water, 


Of the Portreſs, and of entring | 
into the Monaſterie, - | 


XU. CHAPT. 


T. L though it be con- | 
rained in the forme 
of life, that the Portreſs ſhould 
in the day time, reſide in an 
open cell, yet We, for ſeueral | 
and iuft cauſes,- doe wholy: | 


abrogateanddilammalle it. For þ 
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that which in S, Clar's time 
was lawfall and decent, would 
now prone obnoxious to many. 
inconueniences and dangers. 
2. We therfore, deſiring to 
prouide for future ſecuritie , 
and decencie , ordaine the 
following methode to be hece 


Forth ener obſerued,- 'That a 


Siſter fearing God, diſcreet , 


and vertuous,be aſſigned vnto 


the cuſtodie of the gate of the 
Monaſterie and Speakhouſe 
who, as Wee may confide, wil 
by word and example edifie 
thoſe, that {hal conuerſe and 
deale with her. Sheis to hane, 
by common conſent , as in 
other elecions , a fitt com- 

N panio 
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panio afligned her,who in caſe 


the chief Portrefs be hindred | 


by infirmitie, may laudabl 

fapply the office. F f 
3. Unto theſe two Portreſles, 
an other Sifter thal be ali on'd 
ont of the number of the ezohr 
Diſcreet, who ſhal bepeſrt 


and heare thoſe, that ſpeake | 


vnto the Sifters , and may 
weekly be changed, or -conti- 
nued, according to the goad 
lyking of theAbbeſs ; ſoe-that, 
none thal ſpeak vnto any ex- 
terne, but in-preſece and hear- 
ing of two of the Diſcreet, as 
hath beenſayd. Theſe Siſters, 
at the call of their bell, ſhal 
immediatly , and with ſpeed , 
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repaire all three togeather , 


vnto the Speakhouſe, ſoe that 


| ſhe that ſpeaketh, muſt have 


her two companions euer Pres 
ſent, vnleſs one of the ſhould 
chance to goe to deliuerſome 
meſſage, or for ſome neceſſa- 
rie occafion,with intention te 
return ſpeedily : for if her ab- 
ſence ſhould be conſiderable, 
long and frequent , ſhe ſhal 


aduertiſe the Abbeſs, or Vica- 


reſs to-appoint an other.in her 
place. - | | 
4. The chief Portreſs ſhal 
anſwer and ſpeak ; her two 
companions are only to -be 
preſent and hear. Jf any ex- 
tern would ſpeak with .cither 

N2 of 
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of her companions , ſhe and 
her other afliſtent [ leane bee- 
| Ing obtained before hand of 
the Abbeſs, or Vicareſs ] ſhal 
be preſent and hear what is 
fayd; ſoe that, noe diſcourſe 
with externs muſt be ener 
permitted at the Grate, or 
-Speakhouſe, withour the at- | 
tendance of two of the Dit- | 
creet: and the chief Portrels | 
ſhal be always one of them , | 
vnleſs ſhe be hindred by ſome 
neceſſarie occaſion. 

'5. We ordaine alſo , that 

' ther be a wodden dore made | 
to the faid Speakhoulſe, with 
a lockand two keyes,and that, 
day and night itbe carefully 
| kept 
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kept lock't, vnleſs 'the Por- 
trefſes be actually ther; which 
neither of thems ſhal preſume 
to enter , without all. three be 
ioyntly mert. The one key 
{hal be alwais kept by the 
chief Portreſs, and the other 
by the Abbeſs in the night 
time; and in the day time, by 
the third Siſter, whois weekly 
deputed to affift, FEED 

6. Wedeclare, that noe man, 
of what condition', or ſtate 
ſocuer he might happen tobe; 
whither Secular or Regular , 
be ener permitted to- enter 


_ the Monaſterie. Moreouer , 


We ftricktly command both 


Abbels and Siſters , never to 


N 3: - give 
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E4 Ie way vnto 1t , without. 
aue fir{t obtained by ſuch as | 
can giue it, From this law are | ol 
| ' excepted Philſitians , and Sur- | Y' 
geons permitted to. enter for | << 
the relief and attendance of ' to 
the ſick: thoſe alſo , whoſe | Þ* 
entrance thal be neceflarie for | le 
fire, ruines, reparations, and | 
| fuch work's, as can not other- | V 
| | wiſe bedone without the Mo- | ** 
| | naſterie. ph 
| 7. i any Cardinal ſhould 8, 
| leaſe toenter the Conuent, | © 
| e muſt be receiued with due | *! 
xeſpet and denotion , but | 
with humble intrearie, that he | 2 
be a wag to ſelect, id admitr | © 
wit 


babes th > 


him, only two, or three, | \ 
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\ as | or very few of his train, Noe 
are | Siſter ſhal connerſe, or ſpeak 
ar- | with them otherwiſe, then ac- 
fox | cording as 1s ſpecified in the 

of | forme of life. Lett great care 
ofe. | be taken, that thoſe, who with 
fox | leaue, {balenter the Monaſte- 
nd | rie , be ſuch perſons only , 
er. | whoſe exemplar life, words , 
to. | and behauionr ., may breed 
edification to' all, 

ald | 8 When any- prowſions of 
nt, | corn, wood, or other necefia. 
lue | ries, are brought to the Mo- 
but | naſterie , of ſoe confiderable 
-he | a bigneſs, rhat they. can. nog 
aitt. | comodiouſly paſs the 'Turhe, 
ree, Wewil,that theAbbeſs,or Pore 
or | trels , or her Affiſtents take 
| N 4 Care , 
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care , leaſt the gate be left 
open longer then neceſlitie 
requireth : neither ſhal the 
permitt the Porters, or ſack 
bke work-men, to enter more 
in number , to paſs further 
into the Monafterie, or make 
longer ftay , then ſhal be pre- 
ciſely neceflarie for the pre- 
fent occaſtons. Thoſe -Silters 
only, who are _ - the 
Abbelſs,orUicarefs,may ſpeak 
vnto them, with their IRA 
decetly couer'd: and lett their 
words be brief, and of things 
only: neceſſarie. | 


9. - And to the end, none of 


the other Siſters may be ſeen 


by thoſe, who for carriages, |. 


or! 


The Conſtitutions, 2397 
or other work's, are to enter 
into the Monaſterie, lett this 
following practice be: obſeru= 
ed. The Portreſs hauing ope- 
ed the inward gate, ſhal vn+ 
barr , and vnlock with. two 
keys [ but not vnlatch } the 
outward, or chief gate, which 
is called: the gate of;the Mo- 
naſterie ;. then , withdrawing 
her ſelf, and haning ſhutt the 
inward gate,with the two keys, 
the Work-men, drawing the 
larch of the other, may enter, 
and lay down their burdens 
between theſe two gates, and 
depart. 'Then the Portrefles 
returning; ſhal barr, and dous 


ble- lock: the outward, or prin-- 


N-5 w cipal. 
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Cipal gate , and diſpoſe of 
things brought in, according 
to arder: 

19, Jt being alſo contained 
in the forme of life, that the 
Abbelſsis to appoint two Si- 
ſtets at the gate , to lett 


in thoſe, who. for neceſlarie! * 


occaſions,are to enter into the 
Monaftetie , We declare, that 
the {aid Portreſs [ ſuppoſed in 
the forme of life to be modeſt 


and prudent ] ſhal , with one| 


of her companions, juffice to 
_—_ the gate , [ leane being 
obtained of the Abbeſs ] and 


to lett in, thoſe perſons afore- 
-with modeſtic , grauitie , and 
wy "WE _ filence 


-mentioned , an 


fel 


% 


wi 


to 
1n 
Tele 
Ire- 
he, 
atd 


ace which might, 
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filence, to the place, or work 
intended. | | to 
11, Noe Siſter, of what cons 
dition focuer, thal out of cus 


"| riofitie goe to ſee the work< 


men at work; but if any be 


| deputed by the Abbeſs, for 


tut I eaſons, tO ouerlee, Or be 
with then,ſhe ſhal alwais haute 


| a companto- afligned her, and 


they ſhal both remaine in a 


| publique and open place,, till 


the work. be ended ; after 
which, they. ſhall retire theny- 
felnes. 

12, Lett the Abbeſs and Si= 


ſters take care, that noe thing 
be done with-in , by externs,. 
without incon- 
N 6 


Uelus 


0 
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""W 


uenience, be performed by 


theſelues ; nor permitt work=- 
men ,. or any other -perſon 
whatſoeuer, to eate within the 
Monaſterie., withour inſt and 
 neceffarie cauſe. 

13. We ordaines moreouer, 


that the Confteflbr, entring 


the Monaſterie: with. his com- 
panion., | if he hane one ] be 
veſted with the ſacred gar- 
meats, of an Albe, or Sur- 
plice aad' Stole; 

14. Moreoner, We exhort all 


the Siſters 1n TESYS CHRIST, | 


that they be not-importune, 


and-oner ſolicitous-for the Be- | 


nediction- of the Abbeſs, and 
'Coſecrartion of the Religious; 


but 
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but that they remaine fatisfir 
ed inthe holy fimplicitie, and 
innocencie of their Profeſlioz 
for the which, [ if duly com- 
plied with all. ]rhey -may: ex: 
pect fromthe hid of the. high 
Prieſt, our Lord and Sauiour 
JESUS CHRIST, a. plenr 
tifull reward and-benediction; 
T5. By reaſon of the differece 
of tymes and circumſtances 


/ , 
« | fince- your: forme: of life was 


firſt written, Wee ordaine, that 


| hece forth, the Sacrifice of the 
 Maſſe,be noe more celebrated 
within the Monaſterie;neither: 


for the living, or burying of 
the deceaſed Siſters, 


| 16, None ſha] be. permitted | 


N. 7 to) 
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to enter the Monaſterie for 
the opening, or ſhutting of 
the graues,. but one , or two 
modeſt labouring men , as 
need” ſhal require; and it ſhal 
not be lawfull for: more to 
enter; vpon occaſion of burial 
of the Siſters ; then. the Con- 
teflor, his. companion and a 


modeſt Clarck to afliſt them; 


who, are all to depart im- 
mediatly , when the ceremo- 
mes are ended.. 


Of the Viſitor, and Viſit. 
XU]. CHAPT. 


py ” Our holy Rule doth 
Þ micntion in the 12. 


Chap- 
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Chapter that the YVi/itor ſhal be 
one of the Order of Friar-Minors, 
according to the command and 
Will of the Lord Cardinal Pro- 
zeftor : which 1s. to be vnder- 
ſtood , hauing regard to the 
difference of time, place and. 
particular Decrees of Popes, 
according to the different ſub- 
iection. and dependence. of 
Conuents.. For: when-in the 
beginning , Bleſſed S. Francis: 
wrote the Rule of S. Clare. 


| the Monaſteries , and Siſters, 
| were in_ noe ways ſubiect to- 


the Juriſdiction and power of 
the Friar-Minors , but it was 
only permitted and granted 
them, in proceſle and rag. 

OL 


ed. in the-Rule, and is allſoe 
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of tim2; wherfore according” 


to the ſenſe and words of the 
Rule, the Viſitor is ſuppoſed. 


only to be of the Order of 
orant of 


Friar-Minors, if by gra 
his Holineſs, the Monaſterie 


be ſubiect vnto them: other- | 


wiſe, if by the ſame grant a 
Monaſterie be-ſubie& imme- 
diatly vnto the Biſhop of the 


_ Dioceſe, or vnto any other 


Order, it is to be vilited. by 
that ſuperiour; and' this aps 
peares to hane beentthewil ad 
meaning of theLordCardinal, 


who, according to good lik- | 


ing , deputed different and 
ſeveral Viſitors , as is expreſſ- 


- - ——— - 
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conformable to the declara-. 
tions and grants of Jnnocent 
the fourth, and dinerſe other 
Popes. 

2. The Prelate therfore, or 
fuperiour , vato whom the 


Monaſterie is irmmediatly ſub- 


tect,ought to vilit itin perſon; 
enery third yeare, or oft'ner, 
if the Abbeſs and Diſcreet 
ſhould ſoe require; which if 
he cannot periorme, he | 1s t© 
ſubſtitute ſome one in his 
place , eminent for pradence 
and vertue, whom and none 
elſe, the Siſters are to reſpect 
and acknowledge. 'Fhe mri- 
dical viſit is tobe performed 
at the Grate, wher he may 
fi treate 
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treate with the Siſters, either 
in particular, or in general , 
according ashis prudence ſhal 
mdge moſt expedient. For he 
is not to- enter into the Mo- 
naſterie , without apparent 
neceſhitie. 

3. Beingin his Uiſit, within 
the Conuent, he ought foe to 
behane him ſelf, that by his 
words, andexiple, the Siſters 
may take increaſe, in the lone 
ofGod,and inCharitie amogſt 
themſelues. His companion is. 
to accompanie: him , and to 
remaine in a place ſoe con- 
ſpicuous and neere, that they 
may commodiouſly diſcerne 
each other. He ought Ow 
if 


Z 
diſpolc 
maine 
Mona 


uifire 
; wk V: 
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diſpoſe his time , that he re- 
maine noe longer within the 
Monaſterie , then {halbe re- 
uifite for the coplying with 
the Viſit, which ended, he ſhal 
immediatly retire him elf. 

4. Lett him. endeauour to 
diſpatch the Uifit of each Co- 
vent, within the ſpace of two, 
orthree day's. ]t were conue- 


[nieat, { if he be prepared ther- 


vnto ] thar he firſt make an 


| exhortation: to. the Siſters of 


this ſubie :; hauing before- 


| hand, read their Rule,and this 


preſent Ordinatio, wherin the 
manner of 'yilit is declared. 
5. Moreouer, he ſhal charge 
and command all, and euery 
CO one 
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one of the Siſters, that they 
anſwer him fincerely 
cleerly , in thoſe points, which 
he ſhal propofe vnto them, if 


they know any thing to be| 
amended: and they are all to|' 


obey him readily, in all things 
belonging to the Uifir. 


6. The Uiſitor, if hepleaſe| 
and indge it expedient, may| 


obſerue this following me- 
thod. He may ſpcak vnto the 
Siſters , either all togeather, 
or ſome of them aſſembled, 
or 1n prinate', vnto one alone; 
two others being preſear, but 
not foe neere-, as to vnder- 
ftand , or ouerheare whar is 
fayd, tothe end,integritie _ 

th 


and]! 
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ſecreſte may the better be 
obſerned. 

7. Jf Joformations are to 
be receiued , the Siſters ſhal 
haue acceſfle vnto him in their 
turn's; and if one ſhould be 
accuſed of any crime, he ſhall 
write downe the ſayd crime 
togeather with her name and 
the names of her acculers. 

8. TheVUiſit ended, the Siſters 
{hal be all called to Chapter, 
wher the faults of the accuſed 
being layd open, if ſhe be in- 
ridically and truly connicted, 
by the teſtimomie of two St 
ſters worthy of belief, apen- 
.nance fſhal be 1inoyned Sig 
proportionable to the a 
"mM 


nn eng” ns np atom 
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She may notwithſtanding”, 
hane leaue to reply, and cleere 
her ſelf of the crime obieted, 
if ſhe can; yet oe, that ſhe 


pretend not 'to inquire the 


names of her accuſers. Nor 
mult they in any ways, be dif- 
cloſed vnto her , valeſs the 
accuſed perſon ſhould it:ridi- 
cally demand them , to clecr 
herſelf of the obiected crime. 
9. Jf it ſhould foe happen 
and be Known , by lawtull 
means , that ſome one were 
falfly , or wrongfully accuſed, 
the accuſer ſhal be lyable to 
all thoſe penalties , which the 
accuſed ſhonld -hane vnder- 
gone , if conuicted of that 

CTi- 
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crime. 
if any 
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crime. This notwithſtanding, 


if any one Siſter haue cer- 
taine knowledge of ſome 
grienous fin of an other, or 
that ſhe is yet guiltie of the 
ſame crime,the Siſter thathath 
this knowledge, ought, and 
is obligedto manifeſt ſecretly, 
both:the crime and the partie 
ynto the Viſitor : and in this 
caſe , in noe ways may he, 
euer declare the name of the 
acculer.to the accuſed Siſters. 
10. ]f it ſhould ſoe fall our, 
thathimſelfcould not correc, 
or remedie a fault , lett him 


|referr it to the arbitriment of 


his higherSuperiour;by whoſe 
autoritie and . command , it 


q _ 
VN on | 
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may be condignely puniſhed; } 
x7, Lettthe Abbeſs be care-{ 
Full that neither by her ſelf} 
or others, the ſtate of the Mo- | 
mutual FJ 
charitie and the obſeruance } 
of the Rules be conſfealed fro 
him : for the contrarie, would | 
| be a grieuous fin; deſeruing |} 
| ſenere puniſhment. We wil 
therfore, and declare, that 
they maniſeſt vnto the Uiſi-f 
tor, either publicquely , or] 


naſterie concernin 


priuatly, and in the beſt man- 


ner they can , what is to be] 
amended, or corrected ; ac-Þ 
cording to the forme of life. | 
Anditany one, either Abbeſs| 
or inferior, ſhal be found. tof 


_ 


| — 
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{ hane triſgrefſed in this point, 


lett her be ſenerely puniſhed 
by the Uifitor , according to 


; the gicuonſneſs of the fault. 
' 42. The Viſitor , being in 


his viſit either publique, or 


$ priuate , amongſt other de- 
mands , ſhal inquire of the Si- 
ſters concerning points more 


efſential, belonging vato the 
Rule; as of Obedience, Po- 


| uertie, Chaſtitie, and perpe- 
tual Jncloſure: how the diuine 


office is performed by day 


| and night: of the manner of 
| ſpeaking at the Grate and 
 Speakhouſe: of colle&ion of 


mony's , corn &c. of the 
attendance of the aged and 
| O lick : 
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Hick: of the number, price, 


and curioſitie of their garmets 


and habit: of ſyperiours ne- | 


gligences , and of the obſer- 
yance of abſtinences and faſts: 
of theDiſcreer and Portreſles: 
of Obedience, and rebellis 
of ſubiecs : of the obſeruance 
of Rules , and theſe pre- 
ſent Ordinations : of main- 
taining of Union and Peace 
in the bond of Charitie : of 
frequenting. the Holy Sacra- 
ments of Euchariſt and ye 
nance: of preſeruing and co- 
tinuing. the exerciſe of holy 
prayer, . and deuotion in the 
Conuent. - | 


12, Jt one, or more ſhal be | 
5 found | 
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"to haue beendefeCtiue inthe 
ts | premiſſes , or in any other 
e- | more grieuons neglect, lett 
r- | her be duly correted and 
5: | puniſhed ,* according to di= 
s: | ſcretion, the qualitie of the. 
'6 | offence, zeale of Charitic, and 
>e | feruour of Juſtice, 


_ p 7 I a ) 


e | Here ende the Conſtitutions 


of | and Declarations made 


* | ropos the firſt Rule of 


5. | the H : Mother 
Ee | | 
7 O2 


THE 
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THE. PRAISE|7; 
OFTHE RULE. | * 
HE Holy Father'S. Fra- || 
| cis, encouraging his Re- | 
ligious to the oblernance of 
the Rule, ſayd.; it was the | 
booke of life , the fruit of | 7: 
wiſdome , the marrow of the ; 
|| Gholſpell, the hope of health, | 9! 
the'path of ſaluatio,the ladder, | 
| by which one aſcendeth to | th 
| heauen, the key of Paradiſe, | 0! 
and the pledge of eternal | © 
Peace. | 


- CD CCC 


The | 


of the Rule, 317 


El | The Perfedtis of the Rule conſiſts 


] in ſix Seraphical winges: to 
| Warr, in Obedience, Pouer- 
tie,Chaſftitie, Humilitie,. 


4 | 
(1 Simplicitie 5s and. 

of | - Charitie.. 

he | x : | ot OS |; 

of | 1.-EF 2 B<dicnceis avertue,: 
he | contaynitig three de- 


h, | grees: the firft- is Obedience 
r, | by profeſſion;complying with 
ro | the commandment” of God, 

e, | or th? ſuperiour; touching the 
al | exteriour performance of the 
| action, orwork enioyned, The 
| ſecond is obedience by con- 
| formitie,, when the comand- 
he | ment 1s performed, not in the 
O 3 cxte= 


—— —— CC —————_—_ 
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exteriour only , but without 
contradiction alſo of the ina | 
teriour ; conforming the inte- | £© 
tion and will, vnto that of the | 3 
Superiour, who commandeth. | 
The third ts, Obedience by | 5 
vnion , wherby the true obe- | all 
dient man, hath no other re- | rel 
ſpe&, then the pleaſure and | 2 
will of God. | C 
2. Evangelical Ponertic hath | 


three degrees. The firſt is Po- = 
uertie by Profeſſion ; that is, | ay 
to haue noproprietie, or right | c 

| It 


toany thing whatfoener. The | 
ſecond, to retaine the fimple | 
vie only of things neceſlarie, 
and reſt content with the moſt | #- 
vile, Thethird,not to haue any | 
Ty affe- 
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affeAio, euen in things nece 


in« | farie ; but by way of coſtraink, 


! to take the bare vie of them. 


 Chaftitie; 1s a'vetrue; that 


| hath three degtces. The firft 


is: Chaftitie © body, by which 
all the extertour members are 
reſtrained frony any' impure, 


| or ſufÞicious a. The. ſecond, 


Chaſtitie' of heart, by which 
the heart is preſeriied fro any 
diſhoneſt;orvncteanethought, 
The third", chaſtitie of ſpirit, 


, | by which', we not only re- 

| fraine fro any diſhoneſt lone, 
| but alfo from all exceſfine de- 
| lJeation in' ſpiritual coforts. 


. Humiline is a vertue, that 
hath three degrees alſo : the 
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exteriour only , but without 
contradiCtion alſo of the ins | 
teriour ;conforming the inte- || £9 
tion and will, vnto that of the || 3: 
Superiour, who commandeth. | hat 
The third s, Obedience by | 5 
vnion , wherby the true obe- | all 
dient man, hath no other re- | rel 
fpe&, then the pleaſure and 
will of God. 
2. Enangelical Ponertic hath | 
three degrees. The firſt is Po- | 
uertie by Profeſſion ; that is, | 
to haue noproprietie, or right 
to any thing whatſoener. The | 
ſecond, to retaine the ſimple 
vie only of things neceſſarie, | 
and reft content with the moſt 
yile, Thethird,not to haue any | 
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affeAio, euen in things necet- 
n« | farie ; but by way of coſtrainf, 
! to take the bare vie of them. 
| 3.  Chaftitie, is a'vettue; that 
h. | hath three _ The firft 


| is: Chaftitie of body, by which 
| all the exteriour members are 


e. | reſtrained front any' impure, 


| or ſu{picious a. The ſecond, 
| Chaſtitie' of heart, by which 
| the heart is preſeriied fro-any 


; diſhoneſt;orvnclteanethought, | 


! The third', chaſtitie of ſpirit, 
, | by which', we not only re- 
| fraine froany diſhoneſt lone, 
| but alfo from all exceſfine de- 
leQation in' ſpiritual c6forts.. 
4. Humiline is a vertue, that 
hath three degrees alſo : the 


Wh | + 
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firſt is humilitie of knowledge 
by the which man acknow: 
ledgeth him ſelf to be vile and} 
abie. The ſecond is. humili- 
'tie of exhibition-,. when the! 
interiour kanwlitie of the will, 
1s expreſſed in; the exteriour;} 
as 1 meane attire , abiect! 
works , and humble words | 
The third is, humilitie of affe-? 
ion, wherwith a ſoule doth; 
not only humble her ſelf in} 
' the ſight of God, but ofmen} 


£ 


alſo; defyring tobe by them} . 


eſteemed poore and abiect. | 
5. Simplicitie cotaineth three | 
degrees. The firſt is, ſimplici-| 
tie of thoughts , eſteeming 
ones {elf the moſt vaworthy | 


of | 
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| of all. creatures to ſernue God, 
OW4Y id nouriſhing a belief of ones 
and} vafittneſs to honours and 
ole worldly dignities. The ſecond 
the] is ſimplicitie ofwords, auoyd« 
71ll, ing all affe&ted curiolitie and 
ur; fupertluitie in ſpeach, which 
ect] proceed from: an ill roote of 
/ yanitie,- The third is ſimplict- 
] tie of work's, employing our 
! ſelnes in thoſe only , which 
are {imple and profitable , yet 
| foe, as prudence muſt ener 
| - accompante this ſimplicitie = 
for” God loueth thoſe, that 
-/ walkin prudence,with a pure, 
fight, and ſimple intention, 
6. Charitie is a vertue of 
three decrees, The firſt is, to 
O5 lous 


— 
C—_— _ - —_—_ _ 


_ tone God nor only for his be-| 
nefits, bur alſo, for that he is 
-bour;not only for lone ofhim; 


God. The third is ,. to: lone | 
.our- felnes in labouring: for - 


pineſs, not-for our owne re-. 


ſpect, bnt to pleaſe God, and} 
for loue of his diuine Maieſtie. . 


_ HH: Father: S, Francis, that | 
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moſt worthy of our loue. 'The 
ſecond is, to loue-our neigh. 


but ſimply for- the- lone of 


vertue,glory,and eternal hap- 


Three Priniledges , Which : s: ; 
: Frances: obtained of Abs. 
"_ ighty God.. 


P OpeGregorie thc 9. fayd, | 


he had vnderſtood of the - 
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. God had fauonred him with 
e1S] three priuiledges. The firſt, 
'hej] that the more the religious of 
7h his Order did increaſe , the 
m; | more he would: pronide for 
of} them. The ſecond, that none 
ue | thould enerdye vnhappily in 
or | the habit. The third, that who- 
Þ= | ſoeuer ſhould perſecute his 
'&} Order, ſhould be grienoufh 
«| puniſhed by Almighty God. 


. | 
| Three other Priniledges Which 
the Saint {ayd he bad receiued. 
by the  Seraphin appearing 


wnto him, on the moun- 
, | -taine of Auerme, _ 
e | =" He firſt, that his Order 
t | , | ſhould laſt tothedayof 


i 
% 
7s 


wt, Prinuiledges 
Judgment. The > 0 that 
4 72 HM ſhould live wick 


edly in the Order , ſhould not 


continue long, The third ,that 
whoſocuer did loue his Order, 
although a great ſinner,ſhould 


obtaine mercy - of Almighty 
God. F 


Seauen other Priuiledges, which 
by an Angel;yere reucaled vnto- 


tho ſaid H: Father in the Co- 
went of S.V rban,for all that 
obſerned his Rule, and © 
dyed in the Order, 


He firſt , that if their 


intention be good, they 


thal cuer be gouerned by = | 


wen tt Qin. OO $4 +, 0 cr 
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H : Ghoſt. The ſecond , that 
in all their temptations - , 
during the courſe of this mor- 
tal life , they ſhal ſtill be par- 
ticularly defended fro mortal 
finne. The third , thar the fire 
of Purgatoric, {hal not detaine 
them after their death, from 
the immediate enioying of 
everlaſting glorie, The fourth, 
that themſelues ſhal be re- 
warded with that. promiſe of 
our Sauiour , made vnto his 
Apoſtles, of ſitting on the 12. 
ſeates, to iudge the 12. Tribes 
of Jſracl. The fifth , that to- 


- wards ſuch, as loue the Order, |} 
Almightie God will increaſe I] 


his graces and bleſſings in this 
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world, and in the next. The 
ſixth; that thoſe who are ene- 
mies to it id doe perſecnte the 
ſame without repenting, ſhall 


eitherhate their life ſhort'ned, - | 


or be repleniſhed with miſerie 
here; and after their death, 
eternally periſh. The ſeaucth, 
that ther ſhal cuer be in this 
Order', religions perſons of 
good and'holy life, louers of 


the honour of God , and their- 
Religion. . 


Inſtrulions of S. Bonanenture 
for '« Religious perſon. 


1; JP" Obe feruet in priier, - | 
| and ſtudious infpirt 


— 
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mal lecture , the which/are 
both ohtained by trequenting: 
of the Church ,. and: keeping : 
of your-celle ; foe. that a Re- 
ligions perſon neuer:ought to. 
be ſeen wandering out of. one 
of theſe two places, valeſs it. 
be to comply with obedience, 

in ſome work commanded : 

but he ought to frequet theſe- 

two places ,. ther to attend. 
vnto, heauenly things, and be- 
wayle his ſins, and thoſe of - 
his neighbour.- | 

2. Toattend carefully to the 
puritie of: body and mind + 


for. the obrayning wherof , he 


muſt auoyde all particular 
trendships,. | : 
th 3, Lo- 
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3:. To refraine the tongue, 


neither prayſing , Or diſpray {= 


ing others, or anſwering che, 


vnleſ it be firſt demanded. 
4. To be catefull nottore- 


late eaſely things heard,vnleſs - 


they be of edification. 


5. . Often rocall ro mind the 
thought of heauen , the bene-- 
fitts of God; your owne fins, - | 
the paines. of hell, and the de- © 
plorable condition . of - poore 


worldlings. . 


6. To iudge none but your '| 
ſelf,cither in thought,or word, - | 
And whoſoener ſhal oblerue-| 


theſe points ſhal be ſaued, 


The 
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The 12. Euangelical Counſells. 


I. Onertie, wherby a Re- 
ligious perſon is e- 
ſtranged fro all terrene things, 
2. Obediece, without which, 
noe vertue is perfect. 
Chaſtitie, which beuti- 
tyeth and adorneth all other 
vertues. 
4. Charitie towards our e= 
nemies, wherby all infection 
of fin is expelled. 
. Manſuetude, which [ as S. 
Ambroſe faith ] is the mede- 


| Cin of the heart, wherby the 


ſole is illuminated by God, 
to know his ſecrets. 
| 6.Mer 


3JJo The Fvelue 


6. Mercie, which extendeth' 


it ſe[f to the help ofenery one, 
without. limit, entreth ſweetly 
Into the heart with pittie, and 
Elenateth it from all fin. 

7. Theſimple word,all waies 
fracifying in God, in puritic 
of intention, in charitie. &Cc, 


8. Shunning occaſio cf fin;: 
conduCting” the: ſoule with 
prudence, and ſecuritie to the 


purchaſe' of vertne: 


9. Right intention , which 
maketh all work's to proceed 
from hamilitie;, to the edifi-. 


cation of onr neighbour. 
10;. Conformitieof the work 


vato the word, wherby all ſpe- 
Cial inftrucion is ſerioutly , 


_ and: 


L. 


go 


x. - Hey doe ſoe darkery 
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and with profit accepted. 
11, Anoyding of vnprofitas- 
ble ſolicitude, therby to atted 
the better , vnto ſpiritual illu- 
minations-, which are. obſcure 
ed by earthly cares: 
12, Fraternal correciorr ,. 
which 1s a light, that illumt 
nateth the ynderftanding, ac- 
cording vynto that of . the A-- 
poſt] © ſaying.: thatWhich is COP» 
reed, is made apparent by the 
light that folloWveth. 


T Welue great enills which come: 
by veniall ſin.. 


and obſcure the eyes. 


of. 


332 The euils _ | the: 
of our vnderſtanding , that” | reſi 
they can not behould God, 10.1 
2, They kill the feruour of | and 
lone, and dinine charitie. .are 
3- They hinderourpetitios- | x1. 
and prayers from being heard | me: 
by God. 4. They defile and: | ie. 
fpott the ſoule. cee 
5.- They contriſtate the H: | 
Ghoſt, id reioyce the enemie. 
6: They deprine vs of the | 4x 
ſweet and amiable familiaritie 
of our bleſſed Sauiour, 7. they 
are a great cauſe and meanes- | x, 
of our fall into grieuons finns. . 
8. Theyoccation the fallof | @@ 
a ſoule into great ſlouth and | ce 
tepiditie, in all goodneſs. | ex 
9. They weaken exceedin gy 

the 


-of veniall ſin. 333 
the forces of the ſoule, from 
reſiſting her bad inclinations, 
10. they incline-our affeftios 
and deſires vnto things, that 
are temporal, | 
11, They prolong andaug- 
ment the paines in Purgato- 
rie. 12. They hinder vs cx- 
ceedingly , from ſeeing, and 
.cnioying the preſence of God. 


An examen of Conſcience for 
4 religious perſon. | 


1. \V/7 Hat are his euill in- 

| clinations and bad 
cuſtomes , whence they pro- 
ceed, and what reſiſtance and 
exerciſe be victh againgtt the. 


2, 


—  — — 
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2, What paſſions doe moft 
Teigne in him, and by. what 
meanes he hath hitherto in- 
deauonred to .mortity them. 
3. What are his moſt fre- 


.quent, moſt troubleſome and 


Chief temptations , and how 
he hath hitherto , behaued 
limſelf in them. : 
| 4+ jJf he beindifferent, and 
willing to accept any cmploy- 
ment of H, Religion , which 
" ſhal be appointed him, 
Whether God be the only 
intention of all his ations., or 
if he ſeek fſelfe-commoditie, 
or praiſe,in his employments, 
G6. Whether he doe not pre- 
fer exteriour things : as good 
F qua- 


of Conſcience, 335 
qualities , natural gifts and 
graces , before the ſtudy of 
vertue and perfection. 

7. ]f he defire, and becon- 
rented, his ſuperiours ſhould 
haue knowledge of all his 
faults. . 

8. Jf he be confident and 
open hearted to his ſuperiours 
and willingly confer with the 
touching the good of his ſoule, 
9. Whether he be truly vnit- 
ed by afteion, vnto his ſu- 
periours , or if he haue any 
averſion, from them and from 
whence it proceeds. 

10, Whetherhe be not too 
familiar with ſome , and if 
that familiaritie be got m 
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full to him-ſelf and the other” | 
Party: and if by that occaſio, 


he looſeth not time, and dif 
.edifyes others. 


11, ;f he lone andembrace 


iInteriour and exteriour mor- 
tifications , and chooſe rather 
thoſe things, that be humble 
.and abiec, then of .eſteeme 
.and credit. 

12. Jtheobſerneall the rules 


-which he maketh leſs eſteeme, 
and for what reaſon. 

13. Jt he deſire truly to be 
penitent for all his faults ; 
ombly contefling them with 


| 


, 


t 


and conſtitutions ; and of | 


- ” = IE 


ſtrong purpole of amendmet. | 
14. Jt he makes daylyapar- | 


ticu= |: 


> 4 


1 


S 
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A lome: 


ticular examen vpon. 

one, imperfection. , and with. 
what preparation he receineth. 
-the H. Sacrament, and how he. 
frequenteth the holy exerciſe 
of prayer. 


15... Jthis words 5ddiſcourſes 
in recreation, or otherwile, as: 


alſo with ſeculars, be of edifi» 
- catio;andhow he obſcrueth ſi. 


lence, ;and ſpendeth his tinac. 


Certaine Indul ences eranted 
among many others, by enerall - - 
Popes , wnto all the I 1 


ous of the order of” : 
.'S, Francs, 


He Religiqus. Ny 
men and worine. thal 
P 


ue 


33g Tndulgences. | 
gaine a plenarie indulgence 
from paine and fault, on the 


days of their cloathing,profeſ- 


fion, and houre of death: Alſo 
the fathers and mothers of the 
ſaid Religions, may -haue the 
fame ginen them by any.law- 
full confeſfor ; / at the (Jen 
Fu - AR oh 

2, All the Religious that 


thal receiue the *meRt H. Sa 


crament vpon. all ſondays , 
throughout the yeare, all the 
feaſts of our bleſſed Sauiour, 
and of our bleſſed Lady, and 
of the © Saints of the Order, 
ſhal gaine a plenarie indul- 


* 


peice. And' if it ſhould ſoe 
Lapp 


not 


mt EG = WwPRarPoRtgoTtts} rr uceG0c9MRy3 


ppen , that any one could - 


i\F ZZ Up UF &f LT (TY... 
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:not confeſs and comunicate 


on theſe days,[ their hind'rice 
being lawfull }] they may af- 
terwards gaine the fame ,”ab 
though the day of the feaſt be 


paſt; | if [ being freed of that 


1mpedimet ] they doe confeſs 
and communicate for that in- 


tention. | : 


3. The Religions; who ſhat 


recite theRofarie of our Lord, 
that is 33. Patersand-Aves, itt 
honour of the- $33. yeares he: 
lined ih this! world; or: the 
Rofarie of theGloriousUirgin 
Marie, contayning 72. A4nc's 


_ With 7. Pater no#er's, and one 


Pater and Aue for his Holineſs, 
tal gaine a plenaie Jacul 
"P'S -  Yonee 
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gence. The ſame is alfo grant- 
ed, as often. as they fay the 
F -penitcntial Plalm's nl and 
Litanies,the Gradual Pfalm's, 
the office of the dead; orafliſt 


atthe Litanics of euery ſecod 


ſonday-in the month. _. 
4: AS okte nas.theReligious, 


cither by day, or night , in. 
what place ſoe-cuer they be, 


ſhal recite 6, Paters and Aue's 
and - 6.: Glaria +Papri , five for. 
the necefhties of the Church, 


| andthe ſixtfar the Pope; ſhal. 


ne'the. Jadulgences of the - 
tons of Jernlale,.of Rome, * 
of S: James, andot Portiun, 


| 5. Jim, reciting the Plalme 


Exam 
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0» 


4 


SIG 7 


. ls. 


-4;-0 , d ay 


Indwlgences. 341 
Exaudiat te' Dens in die tribu- 
lations &c, and 3. Paters and 


 Anc's for the Popes intention, 


they thal gaine all the Jnduk 
gences granted by the foue- 
reigne Biſhops to the Contra- 
ternitie of the Rolaris,to the 
Churches of ont B: Lady of 
Loreto, of Moant-ſerat , and 
of S.. James. de Compoſtella. 
6. 'Enery time they Tay the 


 Anzelts Domini ax the atou- 


ſtomed time , when it'ringeth, 
a plenarie Jndulgence ; the 
ke alſo,euery time they com- 
municate;as often alſo asthey 
heare the Malſle of the Con 
ception of our B. Lady , pray 
ing for his Holineſs, and the 
T1 Vs 


\ 
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.vniuerfal Church, is granted 
aplenarie Jndulgence, Saying 


the diuine office, or the office 
| of our B: Lady , beſides all 
other Jndulgences, they gaine 
-100, years, of pardon; _ 
-7.; Saying once. euery day., 
one' Pater poſter , and one Ane 
Maria, calling deuoutly three 
tims vpon' the H: name of 
JESUS, they gaine 300 years 
.of pardon, | 
Sg. Jt is granted vnto the Si-- 
ſters,that 4.times in the yeare, 


.they may haue agenerall ab- | 


ſolution. in. full remiſſion of 
ll their ſinns whatſoener, and 
be reſtoxedto the ſtate of in- 
nocencie , as. fully. as they 


could. 


Indulgences, 343 
could receine it from his Ho- 


lineſs: andthe like ,is granted 


them., on euery feaſt of our 
B. Sauiour , and of our B. 
Eady, on the feaſts of S. Peter 
and S.- Paul, S.. Frahcis, and 


_ S.Clare,S.Catharine Queene 


and Martyr , on the feaſt of 
all Saints, and eucry..day. of 
the H. week. Notwithſtand- 
ing, theſe graces wil profit 
nothing thoſe , who-thonld 
vpon preſumption” to 'gaing 
them, offend more freely..: 
9. They may apply all priut- 
ledges and indulgences grant= 


ed to themſelues;; vnto:the 


faithfull- departed. For ' the 
gayning of theſe, or any other 
| ES .---- 


-_ 


Titania 


indulgences , it is requiſite to-| '$: 
fie.” your intention. {JOE the 


& A eo. 


- LITANIEA 
© B, Þ, $S. FRANCISCL, 


To Yrie eleifon, Chriſte eleilon* 
I. Xyric cletſon. | Chriſte audi nos 
Ehriſte-exaudi. nos. 
'Pater de ccolis Deus, Miſerere nobis. 
:Fili Redemptor mundi Deus, 
Miſererc nobis. 
Þpiritus fanate Deus. © Miferere nobis. 
Sanfta Trinitas ynus Deus. Miſer, nob. 


Sante FRANCISCE ora, 
Pater amabilis. Ora, 
"Parer admirabilis. © ora. 
Paxer -benigne. | Ora. 
Parer .yenerabilis, | .. + Ora. 
Yexillifer TESY CHRISTI. Ora. 
Eques Crucifixi. ';OrA. 
Ap h1ij Dei. Ora. 


Seraphim 


he 


Li anih.,. 


Seraphim atdens. 0 


Forpax charitatis. 
Arca \anGitatis. 
Cuſltor Pacis, | 
V as Puritatis. 
Norma TIuſtitie. X 
Speciiſum Sadie. 
Regula Pornitehtiz,. 
Maviſter: Obedientiz.. 
Exemplar Virtutum 
Patriarcha pauperum 
Profligator Criminum; 
Ezimen tu Patrizx. 


. Decus: morum.:/ 


Viuificator mortuorum. 
Saluator famelicorum. - 
Obſcquium. leproſorum. 
Praxco magni Regls, 


: Forma Hamilitatis. 
-Confars .ſfublimitatis. 
"Victor  vitiorum. 
Dux: Minorum. ; : | 
'Predicator. filueftrium, 


Portans dona glone,' 
Auriga militiz noſtre. - 
Nouijs vtens prodig1js. 


0.3 0 apghs ba To 
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Gratum gerens obſcquium. ors: 
Templum Chriſto conſecrans, ora. 
Hoſtes malignos proterens.. Ora. 
Tenens yitz brauilum,  _ Orae 
Spargens virtutum munera... | ; Ora» 
Amplians iter ad gloriam.. Ora 


Agpus Dei qui, tolls, peccata. mundi, 

_;, Parce nobis Domine. +» 

Agrus Dei qui tollis _peccata munki,” 
: Exaudr nos Domine__ 

Agnu Dei qui tollis. peccata mundi.. 
. Miſcrere nobjs: 


Fin | Ora pro nobis-beate Pp: Frenciſce: , 
op Ve digni efficiamur Teo 


rus CHRISBL. 


CE, 


OKEM VS, 


& 


| P Eits qut Ecclefiam! 'tua B; Francifci 
meritis, fxtu.nouz-prolisamplificas . 


zribue nobis, ex cius imitatione, terrcna 
deſpicere, & caleſtium donorum ſemper 


participatione gaudercs Fer Donunum 


aoftrum. &C. Amen, 


: Y , 

. y . 

. I... » * bl 
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Litanit, 


LITANILE, 
B. M. CLARE VIRGINIS: 


Yric cleiſon. Chriſte chin; 
Kyle cleifon, Chriſte audi _ 
Chitte exaudi 'nos; | 
Pater de coclis Deus, Miſctere nobja: 
Fili Redemdptor mundi Deus. : 
Miſerere nobis. 


Spiritus Sante Devs | Miſcretenobia 


Santa Trinitas ynus: Deus. #5464, 
i. Miſerere.nobis, L217 1 299654 

Santa MAR DA: ors peo nobis 
S>nta Dei Genitrix, © Ora. 
Santa Virgo Virginum,! +. | | ora. 


SanQa Clara Virgo,Mater noſtra. / ora; 
Virgo CHRISTI Sponſa,: | -:ots. 
Vitgo Franciſci plantulas: 1/7 +2:0Ea, 
Virgo elefta'ipre millibus. B | 
Virgo. Seraphicai-- ' 7 25+ 1 
Virgo Matris' TESV I FRA Re '!Ora, 
Virgo primogenita- pauperum, - ''Org. 
Virgo gemma-V1 rginum. yy 
Virgo no0rma'perfeftionis, + 16s 


'a £440 / ar SaSfhoer 
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| wizgo Crucis ardentifſima amatrix. ora, 

| a iGella clariſlima; ora.| - 
1 C8 
JE 


| 
; | , 


» © 
Ty 


Titants, 


Yugo. kumiliſi ima, . —T 
"Virgo myndo abſcondita. ora:| E: 
Virgo ſpeculum Paupertatis. ora.| Mg" 

J "Virgo, lilium- Caſtitatis. Ora. NM 
'Yirgo roſa. poenitentie: ora: Ver 
Virgo Crucifixi amore ſaucia. Ora. bf 


ro0 ſequens agniiquocunq/;ierit. Ora, 


___. {x Miter noſtra' honorificata« ora. 
Corw Mater admitabilts. ora. iT 
Mater amabilis. ora. | 


_ Atater:ficuebdlſamitaromatizans. ora, | ©2 
Mater. paranympha Chriſti, - |, ora, i 


Mater pulchrz dileQionis,- : ora | ft! 
hſarer>puritdtis nucrix; © ora, | Mi 
«Mater Obedientia: mga. ora, SB 

.Kaater- ſcala paradiks -* ora | 4 

. Mater: gloria Aliarum , . Ora, e; 
 Kdater (ocia. Angalotuta; * ora} 4 
\Aater Hipeneanenſbetrotiuns Ora. 
acer prote&rinipauperum.: ora. 
«Mdacer conſolatrix flentiums - -- ora. 


+ Mater terior; Infideliums ora, 
' _ , Mater triumphatcix Demonum. ora. 
© «ad gnus Dei quitollis peccata-mundi, 
bo 37 Suge Nu ©5536 at 102-001 | 
a» WD:Þ | Kgnus 
On, * 


 Eitante.. prey 

 Agnus Delt qui tollis peccata” mug. . 
"Exaudi nos Domine. © 

Agnus Dej- qui toll:s peccata: mud. 
"Miſerere nob1s. 

Ferſ. Ora pro nobis beata Mater: Clara: 

Kefþ. Ve dignt efficiamur” Op aro ae 
bus CH RISTI 


 OREMyYS, © 


'$- Amulos tuos quzſumus Domine , 
Beatz Virginistue Clare,” yotinam : 
commemorationem recenſentes , cxle- 
ftium gaudiorum ſua; facias interuen« 
tione participes, & tui Vnigeniti con - 
Urredes. Per Dominum.. &c, Amen. 
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[ THE TESTAMENT 
| OFTHE HOLY MOTHER: 


| $ CLARE. 


AMEN. 


: tour, the.King. of mercies , 
and dayly receineof him, and. 
_ \ forwhich we are moſt bound 


v Cation: the which, by how 


EN NOMINE DOMINE, 


- Mont all other benefits, 
MN which we have recetued. 
from: our. bountifull benefa-- 


to prayſe him, ones our Vo--- 


much. 


Of Sz Clare... 35x 
| much it is more perfect and: 

great , by ſoe- much are we: 
more obli ged. vato him.. 
_ .,The Apoſtle fayth AcknoVv-- 
tedee aur Py cation; God hath: 
him ſelf made: 4 Wa -thewhich- 
he thewed by wor —_ exams: 
ple, and our. Holy Father S. - 
Francis,.a moſt perfect louer 
34 and follower of, the lame way. 
hath-taughr- it'vs.. Wherfore 
my beloned Siſters , we oguc | 
to mark the ineſtimable be-- 
nefit which God hath beſtow-- 
ed on, vs, among. others, and: 
hath yvonchſafed.to work in-ys, 
through his ſeruant.our Holy: 
Father. S. Francis; . not only” 
Ange ourconerſion, but alſo- 
SRD T7 0 
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before ; when yet we werem 


_ Captinitie and vanitie of the 
world. For after his couerfion 
[-nat haning as yet; any bro- 


thers ] being r9 repairs. ts'S;. 
Damians* Church; where he 


was viſited with Ae” con- 


ment > and; conſtrained! 
to abandon the world; 


Aled with" toy and ilumin& 


tion. of 'the Holy Ghoſt , he 
'prophefy'd. of vs, that which: 
our Lord hath afterwards ful- | 


fllled.. 


For ftanding' on the walls 
of the fay4 Chnrch, he called 
with cowl voice inthe Freſh: 
tongne, on ſome poore folks, | 
Fþ0 a —— 'faying: 


Come 


md «\ 
_ 


— 
4 
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Come Rr me in this Church of 
S. Damian , for ther ſhal come 
Woemen, by Whoſe good life, 
ard holy connerſation', our bea- 
wenly Father ſhal. be honoured 
in his Whole Church, Wherin we 
may mark the great. bounty” 


{| of God towards vs. whoout- 


of his abundant mercy. and 
charity , did vouchfafe to pro-- 
pheſy theſe things by his ſer- 


nant , of our Vocation and 


| Eletion. And not only of vs- 


did our Holy Father foretell 
theſe things, but alſo of thoſe, 
who hereafter ſhal be parta-- 
kers of the Uocation. which 
onr Lord hath called vs vnto.. 
With What care of ſonle and 

_ 
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body, are we then bound , 
keep the Commandments of 
God, and of our holy Fatherhounc 
S.. Francis: to the end, that|T.ord 


with'the grace'of God;we may 
_ repay him his talent multi-( 
plied apd: increaſed : neither 
hath our Lord oniy placed vs 
as arrexamyle and: Paterne for 
the ſecular; but particuiarly 
for all our Siſters, whom he 
{ha} call-vato our courie of 
life, that rhey aiſo arg be a 
mirrour: and example VAto 
thoſe , who-are inthe world; 
_ Seeing then our Lord God 
hath' honoured? vs with- ſoe 
high' a Vocation', as to ſerue 
for —_— vato. thoſe , who. 


ought: * 


KI pught 


thers 


o ren 
d m 
line. | 
form 
(hal | 
thoſe 
after 
the 1 
Whe 
had 

grea 
naitl 
that 
teac 
S..F 
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vght to be an example vato 
 Otothers ,. how much are 'we 
XtThound to bleſs, and priſe our 
atLord God, and in well doing” 
Ayito remaine the more comfort-- 
d in. him.. Wherfore,. if we: 
live piouſly , according to the 
VSlform2 abone. mentioned ,. we 
YThal leane good example vnto- 
Y |thoſe, who ſhal follow vs, and: | 
©e after ſhort labours , receine- 
t[the reward of cucrlaſting lite. 
a|/When our heauenly: Father 
2 [had vouchſated:, through his 
» [great mercie and grace,to illu-: 
| [minate my heart, in-ſach ſort; 


that through the example aud 
teaching. of. our holy Father- 
-[ S..Francis, ] began to doe pen-: 
| - 7 Nance: 


fures, as he had proued by the 


356 The Teſtament Xamp 
nance, a little after his cone19Y.C 
uerſion ; ] , with a few Siſter ponec 
whom onr Lord joyned ynrowWare 
me ,x little after my conuerpnd 

ſions; willingly promiſed yarPuEr 
him Obedience, as our Lordfarc- 
through the light ofhis gracejwill © 
inſpired. vs 57 meanes of higFa 


maruelons life , and holy do- Chw 
'Qtrine.. oo Eved 


_ 8. Francis then, marking, ME 


thongh we were accordine to Lea 


the body weak and reder, thar| pl) 


we were not diſmay*dwith any thet 


neceſhitie;, pouertie, labour,|QuL 


tribulatio, or contempt of the| Var 


world, but that: we eſteemed) an. 
all thoſe'things as great plea-| 4 


EX aILt 


.0 
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xample of his Brothers, he 
jeioy.ced in. our Lord; and 


ergnoued with great charitie 
nefowards vs, obliged him ſelf, 


Ie 


nd hisBrothers to haue alwais 


atqpuer vs:a ſpecial and diligent 
rdcare. We went alſo by the 


celwill of God , and of our Holy 


higFather S. Francis towards the 
lo/Church of S. Damian., to 


o, 
fo 


at 


dwell ther. Soone after which 
time.., our Lord, through his 


great mercy and grace, ,mul- 


tiplyed vs 1n number, ſoe that 
then was fulfilled that, which 
our Lord bad fayd by his ſer- 
uant.; for we dwelt before in 
an other place. 
A.little after, hewrote vnto 

| VS, 
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Vs, this forme of life , andk 


d © 


principally , that we ſhould WI 


perſeuet in thismoſt holy 
uertie, Neither was it ſuffici- 
ent ynto him, that he admo- 
miſhed vs ther vnto inhis life, 
by many ſermons and 'exhor- 
tations to moue vs to the lone 
and obſernance of the ſame 
holy pouertie: bur alfo he gaue 
vs many writings,that afterhis 
deathwe might not fall fro the | 
ſame holyPonertie,bat loue it, 
according to. the example of 
the Sonne of God, who lining 
in this world, did nencr leaue 
the ſayd pouertie : whichalfo 
our holy Father S.-Francis, 
with his Brbthers: did honour, 
E152 and 


po-and þ 


of th 
nBlan 
lirrle 
S. Fi 
with 
toge: 
Prof 
Fath 
tie, 

the 


iS, Cite...” 5 
ndknd Bt , during his F224 
11d] Wherfore, ] Clare gferuar 
and hand-mayd of Chriſt; and 
Chlof the poore Siſters of'S. Da» 
Omian, although vaweorthy, the. 
© |little plant of our boly Father 
S. Francis , conſidering this , 
with my other Siſters, and 
togeather the highneſs of our 
Profeflion, madewato ſuch a 
'S| Father; fearing our owne-frails 
| tie, and thar of others, after 
> | the death of our holy Father, 
who next vnto -God, was our 
pillar and comfort, againe and 
againe bind my. felt vato the 
1ayd holy ponertie,to the end, 
that the Siſters, who now are, 
or ſhal come after my death, 
Le he may 


The Teflament 


we. began, and: haue; renewed” 


It to: his ſucceflours; that by: }. 
:no:meanes; :and in no time;,: } 
we thonld decline trom this | 


holy Ponertie , which we baye 


—raaSiGad .aoda.6 


Francis. 


Wherfore., ] bowing the | q 
knees both of my body and | 


- This: pouertie, 1 hane wk BH 
-wais been careful! [ with the 
graceof God Jtoobſerne, and: 

to cauſe it::to; be, obſerned,. 

.and for mote ſecuritie, ]hane: | 
made Profeſſion .ther-of-vato: Y 
-our Holy Father Pope Jnno- } 
-cent the fourth, in whoſe time |] 
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e.  *#onte in all humilitie comend 


.pouertie , layd in the Crib, 
_ :4nd lined poorly in this world, 
5. - anddyedpoorly ontheCroſle, 


vato the-Church of Rome, 


1 -vato. our Holy Father the 
\Pope;.and.eſpecialy ynto. the 
Cardinal ,-vato whoſe Prote- 
-Qion', :togeather with the 


Friar-Minors , we are com- 


mitted, that for-the \loue of 
God, .who was botne 4n great 


 * 


they wil preſerue this litle 
flock, which God the Father 


hath oayned to his ; Church, 


by the' words and ,examples 


_ of our holy Father S.;Francis; 
cauſing them to: follow the 


tie and pouertie of his 
Q dearly 
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dearly beloued ſonne;, and of 


his holy Mother, and making 


the holy Ponertie to be ob- | 


ſerued , which we haue pro- 
miſed vnto God , and: vnto S. 


Francis,and {tregthning them 


to obſerae it. 


And as God gaue vnto vs, | 
-our holy Father S. Francis, | 
” Ree and helper in | 
the ſeruiſe of God, and in | 
thoſe things, which we vowed | 
vnto God, and vnto him to | 
obſerue; and as he was care- | 
full whiles he lined, to water | 
vs_ his litle plants, by word | 
and example: ſoe ] commend | 


. 


for onr-: 


and leaue my Siſters, as wel 


thoſe who are alreadie,as thoſe 


who | 


S 
—_ 
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who hereafter ſhal be, vnto 
the ſucceſlour of S. Francis, 
and to the whole Religion: 
that they wil alwais help vs to 
proceed from better to better, 
to ſerue God, and accompliſh 
and obſerue our holyPouertie, 
| Jt it ſhal bappen at any time, 


that the ſaid Siſters ſhould 
leaue their Contry or Cittie , 
to goe to an other, they are 
firmly bound after my death, 
in what place ſocuer they are, 
to obſerue the holy Pouertic 
which they haue vowed vnto 


God, and vnto S. Francis, 


Thoſe who ſhal be in office, 
as allo the other Siſters, ſhal 
be carefull, that they receiue 


WI -. 
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-no more ground, the extreme 
neceflitie doth require; as a 
'garden for help vnto their re- 
(lief: and-if'for the defence,-or 
:decencie of the-Cloyſter, it 
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«were needfull ro hane more | 


-ground , they ſhal «take but 
oy '\what- is neceffarie/: in 


which they-may not-plough, | 
or ſow. }] admoniſh-you all, | 


-my Siſters,who are, and'ſhal | 


be, that-you labour-to follow | 
-the way of ſimplicitie ,'/hu- | 


-militie', ;and -poviertie ; -and 


alſo the modeſtie of boly C6- 


uerſation ; as'we in the be- 


. ginning .of our -conuerfion , | 
were tought -of-Chriſt ,. and ' 
-of-our holy Father S; Francis. | 
Soe © 
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Soe that , nor through. our: 
| merits, bur through the mer- 
| cie of the liberal giver, the 
| Father of mercies: may ſpread 
| abroad the odbur.off our good 


naem, as wel amongſt thoſe; 
who: are far of ,'as amongſt 
thoſe, who are neer. x 

And for rhe Charitie of. oun 
Eord, JESUS, keep: vnion of 


HEuaoz TE DO lxairicg td zh wv 
LULCS 4 AC AALLULC WILCAL YO 


have inwardly; ſhew' it out= 
wardly by work's, tothe end, 
that throngh- your example, 
thie Siſters, which are called 
vnto: your Profeſhioty , may 


| increaſe in the lone of 


and mutual Charitie. 
Alſo | pray all thoſe, who 


Q3 ſhal 
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thal be: choſe to beare offices. | . 
among' the Siſters, that they: | 
wil ſtudie to excell the others, | 


rather in yertue, and modeſt 


conuerſation:, then in autho- | 


ritie: and office that: ſo , by | 


their example , the Siſters 
which were called vato Reli- 
gion before them , may be 
moued to obey them , not 
only in reſpect of their office 
but for lone. 

The Abbeſs muſt be care- 
full , and diſcreet towards her 
Siſters , as a good Mother 1s 
towards her childre. She muſt 
carefully prouide for euery 
one , according to their ne- 
ceſlitie, of the almes, which 
it ſhal 


& 
| 
| 
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itſhal pleaſe God to ſend her. 
She mult alſo be ſo ſweet and 


| familiar vnto all, that the Si- 


\ 


ſters may without feare, or 


| doubt, declare vnro her their 
' neceſlities , and. haue confi- 
 dently recourſe vnto her. 


Wherr the Abbeſs and the 


Siſters ſhal think anything ne-! 


Mts WEI IR DPI SI, X24 


ceſfarie, lettthe Siſters, which 


| are-ſnbie&, remember , that 


| for the lone of God; they haue 
| renounced: their owne wills : 


_ | wherfore,, F-wil , that. they: 


| obey their Mother, as they 
' haue of their owne accord, 
| vowed vnto God to doe; to 
| the end that their Mother ; 
| iteeing the humilitie , chari- 


Q4 te , 
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tie, and vnion , which they: | 
baue' vnto each other, may: | 
caſily beare the charge, which 
the hath by: her office;. Which: 
becauſe itis heauy and bitter ;: 
they muſt, through their holy. 
couerfation; ſeek to turn into- 
fivectneſs. And ſeeing the way 
15 narrow ,; and the gate ſtrait, 
which leadeth-vato life ,- and. 
few their-are which walk in it- | 


and few that perſener therin, | 


bleſſed are thoſe, which haue : 
receiued the grace to walk in: | 
it, and to perſcuer therin vnto- | 


the end. 


. Wherfore, lett vs be care- | 


full, feing we be entred into 


the way of our Lord, that by. | 
£47 our 
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| our fault and negligence, we 


doe not fall from the ſame; 
commit , or- doe iniurie vato 
our Lord , vato his Bleffed 
Mother the Glorious dave xn 
Marie, voto our holy Farther 
S. Francis , vnto the trium- 
phanrt, and: mitirant Church: 
for itis writter ,3urſed are thoſe, 


Who tecline from thy commands 


ment. 

_ To obtaine this grace, J 
bow my knees vnto the hea- 
uenly Farther ,- through the 
merits of. our Lord JESUS, 
and of his B. Mother, of our 


| H. Father S. Francis , and of 


all the Saints, thatit wil pleaſe 
bis diuine Maieſtie, who hath 
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einen a good beginning, to- 
grant grace alſo, that it may | — 
augment-, and without end. | , 
perſeuer. euen vntil death., | 
Dearly beloued Siſters preſer, 
and to come , that you may 
the better perſcuer in our vo- 
cation, ] leane vnto you this 
- writing, in token of our Lords 
Benediction, and of the Be- 
nediction of our H. Father S. 
Francis, and of me your Mo- 
ther and ſeruanr. 


ED 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer vnto the Glorious 
Virgin Marie Mother of God. 


X/7 Hoſoeuer ſhal fay de- 

uoutly this  enfl wing 
prayer, in honour of the molt 
ſacred Paſlion of our. Lord 
and Saniour. JESUS Chriſt , 
and. in honour: of his moſt 
B; Mother the Uirgin Marie, 
and continue the fayd deuo- - 
tion for the ſpace of 3o. days, 
ſhal mercifully obtaine his 
lawfull requeſt, as hath been 
often experienced. NY 


Ms 
dl 


3J7z A prayer 1s 


A moſt denout and efficacious - 


* Prayer to the ener glori- 
as Virem Marie. 


lite and deſperate ſoules : 


through that ſword of grief. 
which- - perc'd - your heart: ;. 


whilſt your - only ſon Chriſt 
FESUS: our: Lord; ſuffered 
death and ignominie on the 
crofſe; through his filial ten- 


derneſs of pureſt loue: in your” 


' behalf, grieuing in your orief, 


ON 


whils't trom his Croſs, he be- 


In queath'd | 


77 Uer glorious and bleſſed | 
{' j Uirgin Marie, Queene 
of virgins, Motherof mercie; 


hope and comfort of all deſo-- 


FE! Q7 
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queath'd you to the protectio' 


| and care of his Vicar S, lohan ; 


take pittie J-beſeech you on- 
my pouerties and wants, haue. 
compaſſion + on my anxietie ' 


| and cares, help and .comfort 


me in all my 1nfirmities and 
miſeries wharſocuer...You are - 
the Mother” of mercies, the 
ſweet comfortof the afflicted - 
aid deſolate, the only refage 
of all needy andOrphans, Calt 


then/an eye. of-pittie on the. 


teares' of a; miſerable, forlorn 
wretch,and heare my prayers; 
and ſeing] for-iuft puniſh» 
ment. of-my fins ]-] am ſur- 
rounded-with many enills and 
mich ;anguilh , vato. whom 


374 A prayer to 
thal-] have recourſe, or where 
can ] be more ſecurely ſhel- 


tred, then vnder the mantle 


or your Motherly protection 
o Virgin Marie , my ſweeteſt 
Lady, Mother of my Lord and 
Saniour JESUS CHRIST, 


comfort and redreſs of our | 
loſt nature. Lend therfore, } 


beſeech you, an-eare of com- 
paſſion and pittie, to my hu- 
ble requeſts and prayers; | 
beg it, thoſe bowells of 


mercie of your' deareſt ſon ; 
by that ſweetneſs wherwith 
he embraced our human na- 


ture; when deliberating with 


the two other DininePerſos, 
_ and with fecreet power 'of the 
7 TREAT \ ? H. 
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H. Ghoſt [ your conſent firſt 
being by the Angel demided: 


| and obtained J60D BECAME 


M-A N, and. g. months expir- 
ed , vouchſating mercifully: 
to viſit the world. with. his 
gracious preſence, came forth. 


| from the chaſt incloſure of 


your virginal wombe ; ] beg 
it, by that anguiſh of mind ,. . 
which your us-thd deare 


ſon our Lord JESUS Chriſt 


indured at mount. Oliuet, be- 
ſeeching his heauenly Father 
to take away | if poſſible ] that 
bitter chalice of his future 


paſſion; by his three tims re- 


peated prayer in. the garden, 
and your mournfull ſtepps , 
Fei | when 
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376 | A prayer to 
when with-teares you accom- 
paned him to that dolefull 


!Þ ectacle of his: death ' and: 


hifferings : by his whipps , | 
ſcoffs , cords , ignomimnies , | 


fals accuſatios and vniuſt con- 
demnation; by that garment 


gayr'd at a caſt at dyce; by | 
his teares id dropps of bloudy 


iweat; by his filence and pa- 
tience; by his feare , ſadneſs, 
and grief of heart; by his con- 
fuſion aad baſhfullneſs hang- 
Ing naked on a Crols, in your 
preſence, and in fight of the 


whole world; by his royal head | 
perc'd with thorn's,and ſtruck 
witha reed ; by his thirſt, and | 


pain-full potion of vineger 


* 


and 


- 
0 


| 
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om- |and gall ;. by that lance that 
f411 [perc'd his-facred fide, andb 

and. | that bloud and water, which: 


by that pretious ſoule, and ſweet 
dy. | ſpirit, which he crying with 
a. loud. voice xy. God , my God- 
ſs, | Why haſt thou forſaken me re- 
»n- | commended to his heauenly 
g- | father, and with an inclyned 
ur | head , gaue vp the Ghoſt; 
he | ſaying, aff 5 conſummated ; 
ad - | by the rending of rocks , 
>k | andtearing of the yaile of the 
id | temple ; by the earthquake 
>r | anddarck'ning of the ſun and 
d moone : 


a 


£- 
q 


| 
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moone, by his mercie ſhew'd 
to the good theef ; by his ado- 


rable Croſs and: bitter Paſſis . 


by his deſcent to Hell, and all 


thofe ſoules which he com- 


forted with his glorious fight ; 


by the 10y, glorie , and vito- 


rie of his H. Reſurrection , 


appearing vnto you, his ele&. 
Uirgin Mother ,. and to 'the 


reſt of his diſciples for 40. 


days ; by his admirable Aſcen-- 
fion, when you all behoulding: 


him , he: was eleuated into 


-heauen; by the grace of the 


H. Paraclet , which he in 


_ fyerie tongues infuſed into: 


the hearts. of his Diſciples, 
and by their zeale, inflamed: 
the 
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he reſt of the vniuerſe ; by 
that laſt and «dreadtull day , 

hen he ſhal come to 1udge 
the l1ning, and dead , and the 


| [world in fire; by all the com- 


aſſion he: bore you, in this 
life ; by: the rauithing ſweet- 
neſs of his eyes; and by the 


-[ineffable ioy. you felr, being 
[in his fight aflumed into Hea- 


nen; wher, world without end,. 


- | you line and re1oyce 1n him : 


comfort my heart , and heare 
this my prayer, for which ] 
am your humble ſuppliant. 
[ ASKE HERE DEVOVTLY 
WHAT -SOEVER TOMF 
PLEASE]Andas Jam con- 
fident he can refuſe nothing 
vVnALO - 


| will that feare him. Wherfore | 
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vato you ,-and. doth honour 
you , foe lett me ſpeedily ,} 
ully,, and efficatioully expe-| 
rience your help and comfort, ! 
according to the ſweetneſs of | 
your Motherty , and his Filial|: 
loning heart , who granteth| 
mercifully the requelt of all | 
that loue him, and doth the 


tweet Lauy { ACCording tomy 
preſent necd-in this andin all 
other things whatſoeuer, tor 
the which ] humbly inuoque; 
your ſacred: name and afli- | 
ſtice Jobtaine for me of your. | 
deareſt Son onr Lord. God; | 


firme hope in the Catholique | 


faith , perfect Charitie , trae-| 
CON: | 
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contrition of heart, a foun- 


taine af teares, ſincere con- 
feſlion and refrayning from 


fin , condigne ſatisfaction, 
|Jone of God and -my neigh- 
|-bour, contempt of the world, 


and true paticnce , to ſuffer 
affronts , ignamimnies and { if 


| need be ] an opprobrious 
| death, for lone of your Son 


our Redeemour JE SU'S 


CHRIST. Obtaine for me 


perſeuerance in good works, | 


| execution of -my good ' pur- 
| poles and Vow's , mortifica- 
.. | tion of felf-will, converſation 
| pleafingwntoyou, and inthe 
-| laſt houre of my lite, a ſtrong 
| and true. repentance, and pre- 


ſence 


| An other Prayer to the ſame. | 


pure Uirgin. Thou wert con- 
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ſence to my ſelf in word anc 

mind , and a happy death 
Laſtly for the ſoules of m 
parents , brothers , Siſters 
benefactours aliue and dead, 
obraine for vs all, ] beſeech 
you, life euerlaſting. Amen] 


| Aile bleſſed Virgin Ma- 
| rie, Mother of God, 
Queene of heauen , gate of 
paradiſe ., and Lady of the 
world. "Thou art a {ingular 


ceiued without {in , concei«| 
uedft alſo and brought forth 
without blemiſh , your Son 
JE- 
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| JESUS, the Creator and Re- 

wr deemour of the world. All 
| this doe ] beleeue vndoubt- 


0 edly. Pray for me to 
-41 JESUS your beloued 
—__ and free me 

: from all enill, 
_— AMEN. 

me. | 


FINIS. 


